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en to this subject, there is no other re- 


. committee of the House of tepresenta- 
7 ! ird to it. 

7T >» this is & proposition to compel Wisconsin, 

iilcome out of her funds, to buy this stock; 

‘he amendment is so curiously drawn that | 

m at a loss to know whether it comes out of her 


eve per cent. or out of the Treasury of the United 
Gates, At first Ithought it was an appropriation 
tof the five per cent. fund due to Wisconsin, 


oul 


1 1 am inclined to think, on a more careful ex- | 


mination of the subject, that it will be derived 
om the Treasury of the United States. Itisa 
nroposition, then, to take money out of the Treas- 
4 y of the United States to pay for this stock 
which we never agreed to buy unless Wisconsin 
chose to make the purchase for her own advant- 
ace, which she never has agreed to do in a period 
of twenty years. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I of course wish to under- 
stand what the question before the Senate is be- 
fore | vote. My present impression ts that the 
case before usis this: an appropriation was made 
for the benefit of the canal company, and the con- 
troversy now is whether the canal company has 
orhas not a right as against the United States 
upon an alleged failure on the part of the United 
States to comply with their part of the contract 
as between themselves and the canal company. 
The State of Wisconsin claims the whole amount 
of the fund in the hands of the United States, or 
rather that five per cent, of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands ought to be paid to the 
State, and the canal company insists that a por- 
proceeds are due to it. 

Mr. HOWE. No, the Senator will allow me 
to say; neither the canal company nor anybody 
else, so far as | know, denies that the State of 
Wisconsin is entitled to just what she claims, 
that is, five per cent. of the proceeds of the sales 
ofthe public lands; but of the grant that was made 
to the Territory for the purpose of constructing 
that canal, a portion of the land was sold and a 
part of the money was paid over to the company 
and expended, and a part was not, but still re- 
mains in the treasury of Wisconsin, and the ques- 
tion is whether that portion belongs to the United 
States or belongs to the canal company. That is 
the dispute. The United States has charged the 
whole grant to the State, that which she has got 
and that which has been paid over to the com- 
pany. Everybody concedes now that that charge 
is wrong, and so far as the unexpended balance in 
our hands is concerned, the State concedes that 
ehe does not own it, that it belongs to somebody 
else, she is a mere stakeholder, and the question 
now under debate is whether it belongs to the 
United States or belongs to the canal company. 
The canal company say it belongs to them be- 
cause the act which made the grant declared that 
if the State of Wisconsin which was to be formed 
afterwards out of the Territory should make no 
othe rad quate provision for yurchasing: out the 
residue of the stock of the said canal, the dividend 
of the State stock thereby acquired, and all other 
proceeds of the sales of the lands thereby granted, 
should constitute a fund to be applied to the ex- 
Unguishment of the claims of all other stockhold- 
ers until the entire stock vested in the canal should 
have been acquired by the State. After which, 
‘nd after said State should have been reimbursed 
for all expenses incurred out of her own proper 
funds in the construction and repairs of said 
canal, no other tolls or charge whatever for the 
use or navigation of the said canal should be lev- 
ied, except to such amount as might be required 
to keep the said canal and the works appurtenant 
thereto in good repair, and provide for the collec- 
tion ‘ the tolls and the superintendence of said 
canal, 

Because of that language, and because of the 
“ecision had in the House of Representatives 
Some years ago, the canal company say that this 
fund be longs to them; it was granted to their use, 
and they ought to have it; and it ought not to go 
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Territory of W yit w borne int GC, settied atall is the way proposed by the commit- 
some years afler til wort was unde: cen, f some a us Way. i | laws as they 
thinking that the fund was not likely to prov now stand f sh no remedy for the case, and 
adequati , al d that company with & ts pri- the question for the Senate io de ide is whether 
ate meansand w 1was notlikely case is not entitled to ai ly, (and nobody 
to be able to ec mpiet tt ca . thougeht1 ! can doubt about tha rand ifiiey , wie ther thi i” 
creet not to pay over any more money,andasked | nota fair remedy. Thinking that it is, 1 shall 


Congress to take back the 
sion the question of the right 
the grant was considered, a: 
House of Rey 


rrant. On that oceca- 
of the 
lino ittee of t} 
ia Commiliee of i 


company to 


yresentatives report from 


which the Senator from Indiana has quoted re- 
peatedly. [ will just call t attention of the 
Senator from Marylaid to this clause of it: 

The company hav efused their assent to this propo 
sition ’— 

That is, the proposi that the Government 
should take | ick the gr 

‘The campany have refused th assent to this propo 


sition of the Perritorial Legisiatu 


re, and the inquiry pre 
sents itself whether, without that a 


sent, t Federal Gov 


ernment can righttul exer the supposed power of 
repealing the act of cession. From the recitals made above 
from the ebarter, and from t vet of June 18, it is mani 
test that the company have an interest in the proceeds of 
the lands. ‘They constitute an estate in trust, the use of 
Which is to be enjoyed by the company under its charter. 
The Territory, as a pat can ussert no beneficial or pe 


cuniary Interest in the tund 
ciary, and its righttul action can only be 
to the objects authorized by the 
made for the sole purpos 


» f alding tie company | 
ing the canal. To this aid, to this pe 


have an undoubted right.’’ 

Holding that without the assent of the com- 
pany the grant could not be passed back. Then, 
thinking it still imprudent to pay over the money 
to the company, the Ts rritory use d the mone y 
for its own use, but pas which the 
Senator from Indiana has quoted, pledging the 
faith of the Territory to make the fund good, 
The fund is food to-day, and the State simply 
waits for you to determine w 


ts character ts 


fidu 
in subordination 


entirely 
charter. This grant was 
Ope 

cuniary benefit, they 


the act 


ine 
itis 


netner you own it 


or whether the canal company owns tt 
Mr. JOHNSON, I collect, then, from the ex- 
planation made by the honorable member from 


Wisconsin that there is a dispute between thi 
three parties, the canal company, the State of 
Wisconsin, and the United States; and the object 
of this joint resolution is to settle th 
whole of it. The United States have in their 
hands five per cent. of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands in Wisconsin, due to that State 
The honorable member says the State of Wis- 
consin has in its hands part of the proceeds ot 


it dispute, the 


the grant to the 
canal company, the part not expended, and 
canal company are unable to get those proceeds 
from the State of Wisconsin because the United 
States are unwilling to pay the five percent. which 
the United States hold and which if nothing else 
had occurred would clearly belong to. the State of 
Wisconsin. The condition, therefore, in which 
the State IS, is that she cannot ret her five per 
cent., and the condition in which the 
pany is, is that it cannot get the proceeds in 

hands of th which the company 
claims;and the effect of these two difficulties is that 
the dispute is kept alive and 


included in 


the 


canal com- 
the 


Stat canal 


must continue to be 


kept alive until it is settled by some judicial de- 
cision. There can be no judicial decision, first, 
because the State cannot be sued, and secondly 
because the United States cannot be sued; and 
the only way, therefore,in which itcan be settled 
is by an arbitration v yluntarily entered into o1 
compulsorily ordered; and if I understand the 


obj ct of the j hint re 
committee on this subject, it is to leave by law the 
settlement of this question to the law officers of 
the Governme nt, and that settles the 

pute. If Wisconsin receives 

even if the Government were willing to pay it, 
the five per cent. which the Government holds 


solution ré ported from the 


whole dis- 
from the Treasury, 


and which belongs to the State of Wisconsin, 
then the canal company will say that the United 
States oucht to pay them the amount of the pro- 


ceeds which are in the hands of the State of Wis- 


consin and which the State refuses to pay; so that 


into the treasury until all the individual money i really it would seem to me that the only practical 
which they expended has been refunded. The | way, the only way in which the dispute can be 


184 


’ 


vote for the joint resolution 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 will say to the Senator 
from lowa that I shall vote against his amend- 
ment and vote for the report of th 


mnniittee, 
because the very question of the va 


idity of the 
claim of this company as against Wisconsin will 
come un and be heard and determined before the 


Commissioner of the General Land Office. We 
do not by voting for this reference admit in behalf 
of Wisconsin any valid claim on the part of this 
company against the State of Wisconsin; but for 
the sake of peace, and to have an end of the con- 


troversy, which has lasted near! \ twenty years,we 


are willing to vote for this joint resolution which 


I] 


contains a reference to a tribunal tnat will putan 


end to the 
Mr 


taken. 


controversy, 
HARLAN. 


It does not leave the question open to ve 


The Senator is entirely mis 


decided by the Commissioner, only 80 fer as as- 
certa It settles the 
the 


the janeuage that I propose to strike ould 


ning the amountis concerned 
whole ’ 


Here is 


The said Secretary shall also settle aud allow to the Mil 
waukee and River Canal Company such sume of 
money as have been properly expended by said company 
in the survey and location of said canal, &¢ 


question of the right of COMPANy 


Rock 


There it is 


; Itis a decision of the whole ques- 
tion here by Congress 


The only question open 
for the Commissioner ef the General Land Office 
istoascertain how much they have thusexpended, 
and not to ascertain whe ther we are liable for the 
amount. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I desire simply to say in 
reference to 


this matter, which Lf once 
Ido not think the 
of the United States ought to be 
the 


looked into 
somewhat, that Gaovernment 
mixed up with 
settlement of the claims which a company in 
Wisconsin has against the State of Wisconsin 
I shall therefore vote for this amendment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. In answer to my honor- 
able friend from Illinois, allow me to say that 
the Government of the United States has mixed 
itself up with our Wisconsin affairs by refusing to 
pay us out five per ce nt., and refusing to pay that 
five per cent. until we settled with this company 
We cannot get the five per cent. without it 

Mr. HARLAN The Senator isin error there 
arain: te of Wisconsin haa been credited 
every dollar of the five per cent. fund on the books 


tne s 


of the Treasury, and the whole amount has been 
paid over to Wisconsin, and more than the whole 
amount, and she is now indebted on the books 
of the Treasury to the United States the sum of 
over sixty-three thousand dollars 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Wisconsin 
with this land at $2 50 an acre 

Mr. HARLAN 


the first part of it, 


is charged 


And this joint resolution, in 
proposes to remit just one half 
of that, and that, | think, would be just; but this 
canal company says the Government of the Uni- 


ted States shall not remit $156,000 with which 


she has improperly charged Wisconsin, unless 
we take an additional sum trom e ‘Treasury of 
the United States and pay them all they have put 
intoa canalover in Wisconsin. That 1s the state 
of the controversy. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. The account, as charged 
on the books of the Treasury of the United States 
against Wisconsin, charges Wisconsin with this 
land at $2 50 an acre, whichis charging Wiscon- 
sin by the wholesale for lands twice as much as 
the United States sell them for at retail in all the 


new States and Territories. That is the way in 
which the account stands there, At onee it is 
seer that, so far as Wisconsin is concerned, it cer- 
tainly cannot be right to charg rtwicesamuch 
at w hole gule as the Government charges individ 


uals at re tatl for the pruoite lands. 
Mr. HOWE. f must protest against the re 
mark of the Senator from lowe, when he under 


‘ 





29°50) 


takes to say that the State ef Wisconsin hag rey 


#ived every doll ir of the five ner cent. fund. I 
cannot conceive by what reason or upon what 
data he in justly that ement | pon 
fact, st y | ey ved a 
dollar of it; but we vere j,and ha . 
as the resolution admits, out of another fund. 
which does not be r to us, a part of the five 
percent. fund. We propose to offset it against 
the five per cent. f l. Thatisa | wie 
have been credited with the whole five ; ‘ t 
fund, but you have charge fou witli “A 
grant attw en much as the Senato; if 

ourol t 4 harged at, and a grant w i was 
neti le for our use to the amountof oned 


We coul d not re benefit, as I 
have stated over and over again,and shown you, 
and as your own committee of the House of Re p- 
resentatives said. Wecould not receive a dollar's 
beneficial interest out of it in any way; and yet 
om have charged us doubla what you ought to 
mve charged for it if we had had the 


terest 


ceive one dol ar of 


whole in- 
We wantto get ridofthatel yrs Th il 


fa what we are strugeling for 

Mr. HHARLAN ‘The Senator from W on- 
BIN Is NOt Correct Insayu rat Wi ever 
received acent. It received every d ir due up 
to 185] immoney : 

Mr. HOWE Notof this cla 

Mr. HHARLAN Yes, er cer 
fund, ind since then it ha re ved it mn credit on 
the books of the Treasury lt is true the Gov- 
ernment did charge her $2 50 anacre for the land 
granted to construct this work, and the first part 


of this joint resolution propos 
. ' 

half of that charg: 

the Senators refuse 


storemit just one 
$156,000; but 


we put our 


*, amounting to 


to take this unle 


hands into the Treasury and take out an addi- 
tronal sum equal to all that the canal company 
has expended 7 

Mr. HOWE. IT protest again. The Senator 
says that ‘Sthe Senators refuseto take s.’’ He 
knows that the resolution which L introduced my 
self did notopen u >this controversy. Lb propo ed 
simply a settlement between the State and the 
United States, and | have | i s debat 
came before the Senate that I regarded the State 
of Wisconsin asa simple stakeholder. So far as 
the State is concerned l ( ire nothing whether you 
vote that money into the ‘Treasury or into ‘the 


hands of thecompany. 
fore, In saying 
make this settlement this 
done. We refuse no such thing. 
Mr. HARLAN. I think I was justified in 
making the rem: irk, from having heard the an- 
nouncement of the mode in which the Senator 
said he intended to vote. The bill, as introduced 
by him, [ think is about right withoutany amend- 
ment whatever, and it would remit to the Senate 
about one hundred and fifty-six thousand dollars 
unjustly charged, and Lam perfectly w 
vote for the proposition as he introduced it; but 
then the much more 
have indicated. It carries from the Treasury of 
the United Siates to the canal company an amount 
of money which the Senator 
tended should be taken: and hence | think I have 
arighi to claim his vote in favor of the amend- 
mentl have proposed, forthat will leave the joint 
resolution substantially as he 
The PRESIDENT 
is on the amendmen 
the amendment 


Wiiok 


He is not justified, there- 


that **the Senators refuse’’ to 


unless other thing is 


ling to 


amendment carries as as | 


himself never in- 


\ introduce d 
pro tempore. ‘The question 
of the Senator from lowa to 
in 4 


mad i sommaiiilee of the 


‘The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 22; as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Brown, Buckalew, Fessenden, Poot, 


Harian, Morgan, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wilkinson, and 
W ilson—-10 
NAYS—Measrs, Carlile, Clark, Conniess, Doolittle, Nar 


ris, Hendricks, Howe, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, 
Kausas, McDougall, Morrill, Nesmith, 
Ramsey, Richardson, Riddic, Saulsbury, 
and Willey —22 

ABSEN T'--Measrs, Anthony, Chandler, Collamer, Cow 
an, Davis, Dixon, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Hender- 
eon, Hicks, Lloward, Sherman, Van Winkie, Wade, and 
Wright--17 


Lane of 
Pomeroy, Powell, 
Sprague, Summer, 


So the amendment'to the amendment was re- 
jected. 
The amendment made as in Committee of the 


Whol was concurred iii. 


Ihe jortresolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and was read 
> 


and passed. 


+ 


BPECULATIVH TRANSACTIONS IN GOLD, 

A , . . . . , . , 1 "J 

On motion of Mr. FESSEN DEN, the Senate 
pro eeded to consider the amendme ntof the House 
of Representatives to the bill (S. No. 106) to pro- 
! rt ilies of g L é i foreign exchange, 
L hye ‘ ' ricl , , S ke 0 il { first SeC- 

f the r the ¢ ing clause, and in 
ieu of it tO lisert fo j Wing: 

Phat it ul be unlawtul to make any contract for the 
pure! ‘ ue and \ \ any gold coin or bulito ‘ 
toe ‘ red my day subsequent to the day ol making 

‘ tesa rfor nentof any sum, cither fixed 
‘ ial ul f the « ery of any gold eoior 
bullion, or nuke such ¢ tractupon any other terms than 
the actualdelivery of such gold coin or bullion, and the pay- 
ment in fullot the agreed price thereof, onthe day on which 
such contract is inade, in United States notes or national 
currency, and not otherwise 5 or to make any contract tor 


the purchase orsale and delivery of any foreign exchange 
to be delivered at any time beyond ten days subsequent to 
the making of such contract, orlorthe payment ofany sum, 


either fixed or coutingent, in default of the delivery of any 
forcign exchange, or upon any other terms than the actual 
delivery of such foreign exchange within ten days from the 


niking of such contract, and the linmediate payment in 


fullet the agreed price thereof on the day of delivery in 
United States notes or national currency; or to make any 

ract whatever for the sale and delivery ot any gold coin 
or bullion of which the person making such contract shall 
not, at the time of making the same, be in actual posses 


Blu And it shall be unlawtal to make any loan of money 
or currency not being in coin to be repaid in wnoor bul 
lion, or to inake any loan of coin or bullion to be repaid in 
money or currency Other than coin. 

Mr. HENDRICKS ‘hat is a very lengthy 


amendment, and I think it ought to be printed so 
that we can see ¢ xactly whatit is before voling 
on tt. 

Mr. FESSENDEN It only makes two 
changes from the section as it stood before, and 
they are in mitigation of it. Instead of requiring 
immediate payment in the case of a sale of gold, 
it allows the contract to be completed within the 
day. Then in regard to the purchaseef foreign 

xchange, it allows the transaction 
pleted within ten days instead of its being done 
The amendment is an improve menton 
thie bill, and an improvement in the direction in 
’s mind would operate. I think, 
to adopting 


to be com- 


abtonee, 


whichthe Senator 
therefore, there can be no objection 
the amendment at once. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Does the amendment change 
the Senate bill except in the first section? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It only changes the first 
section. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Ihave not been of opin- 
ion that it was competent for Congress to legis- 
late in respect to contracts in the States. It is 
an important question, and I think the Senator 
from Maine might let it stand over till to-morrow 
and Jet the amendment be printed, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator insists 
upon that, I shall not make objection; but inas- 
much as the Senate passed the bill on full con- 
sideration, and thisamendment is a change in the 
direction of the Senator’s own argument and 
would rather operate in the way he desires, lL 
should suppose he would make no objection, It 
is rather important if it is to pass that it should 
I will not obje ct, 
however, to the printing of the amendment. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I[cannottell now whether 
I may not want to propose an amendment to the 
amendment of the Hlouse of Representatives. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [I hope not. We dis- 
cussed the matter quite fully; it has been gone 
over and over and through and through in all di- 
and further discussion would only have 
a tendency to illustrate what we all understand, 
the Senator’s acuteness and power on such ques- 


be passe d us soon as possible. 


rections, 


tighs, 

Mr. LLENDRICKS. T am much obliged to 
the Senator; but L think the bill ought to be printed 
with the amendment. Ido not want to discuss 
it, but | may possibly wish to propose an amend- 
ment, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
ing theamerndment if the S 
and I make that motion. 

Several Senators. Pass it now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Senatorsabout me think 
it is Dest to dispose of the que stion at once, 

The PRE SIDEN T protempore. ‘The question 
1s on in the amendment made by the 
Li use 4 “tee senlatives,. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The amendment I under- 


I will not object to print- 
Senator insists upon it, 


iring 


the third ume, 4 stand dees not alter the bill except in the par- 
i, ticular 


stated by the Senator from Maine, which 
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would make it more acceptable to those who werg . 

opposed to the original bill. The objection, how. If t 
ever, that | had to the fir st section of the or rj , to et 
bill is not removed by the amendment, beca “ 


ion was as tothe auth 


subject atall. As far as | M 


that obj. ct rity of C 
to legislate on the 


concerned, therefore, the amendment will not 


ive my assent; but as a majority of: 
think otherwise, there isno reason why its! ex 
not be acted u n at once. , ‘ 
The amendment was concurred in. fr. BR! 
M 


IN WAREHOUSE. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is upon the tab), \ 
another bill which has been returned from 1h, ur SU 
House of Representatives with amendments, and 


GOODS 


I desire to cls them disposed of. It is the \j)) Mr “MQ 
in reference to goods in warehouse. ial i 

The Senate proceeded to consider the ame or twice Ot 
ments of the House of Representatives to ty ele neg 
bill (S. No. 282) toamend an act entitled “An act Sonate até 


to extend the time for the withdrawal of coods 
from public stores and bonded warehouses, ani 
for other purposes,’ approved February 29, 1x4 
The amendments were,after the word ** 
houses, ’in line two, to strike outas follows: "0 Mi 


the Ist ‘day of May, A. D., 1864; the consid 


perhaps l 
withdraw 


SU 


mn line fi urt 


strike out the words ‘at that time were’? and | lish a Bure 
insert in lieu thereof **are;’’ in line five to strik Mr. Me 
out the Paige ere te PO G8 lr Aes Sa : nays, and 
of ** shall have;’’ so that, if amended, the b esulted— 
will read: YEAS—M 

ae 7 ss, Doolit 

Phat all goods, wares, and merchandise in public stores of K 
or bonded warehouses, on which the duties are unpaid, Soramue. SUl 
and which shall bave been in bond tor more than one y Wilson- 
and Jess than three years, may be entered for consumption “NAYS—M 


and the bonds 


iga 


canceled at auy time betore the Tet day of MeHougall. ] 


September next, on payment of duties and charges ac« k ad Wil 
ing to the Jaws in force at the time the goods shall be with ABSENT 
drawn. ter, Hale, I 
The amendments were concurred in. Lane of Indi 
‘ 5 : Mr. BU 
TRADING WITH INSURRECTIONARY DISTRICTS , ti " 
hectlo 
Mr. MORRILL. 1 move—— sue [Mi 
Mr.SUMNER. Lhope the Senator from Mai: by i disp 
will not interfere now. Ti was understood th Mr. Mi 
the bill for the Bureau of Freedmen should « he Senate 
up next. to allow m 
Mr. MORRILL. I beg to say that I have onsiderat 
an understanding with myself for the last thee Mi CO 
| days to press the bill which I propose to ta 


at the first moment I could get the floor. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 have had an understa 
with myself for three months in regard to t 
other bill. 


Ti he PR 
i wil! by 
The See 


Resolved, 


Mr. MORRILL. I want only to finish a bil! regard with 
which has been three times before the Senate, verthrow 
will not occupy twenty minutes. aa 

Mr.SUMNER. | desire to finish a bill; whether enacing t 


it will occupy twenty minutes or not, | do not intry, the 
know. I hope not twenty minutes. as for Mo 
r . tary tor 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to take up Se: eee 
oN ; ' Mr. CO 
bill No. 232, in addition to the several acts con- The PR 
cerning commercial intercourse between loyal and sh ? 
. . ing made, 

insurrectionary States. It is one of the mostim- aoe 


Mr. Me 

portant bills that can be presented to the Senate, : I 

and it has been considered several times. . f ion 
TT — ; 1 ll ita 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope that the Senate will ae 


ifficient | 


not now proceed to the consideration of that bi The PR 
ie 


The Senator says it will not occupy twenty min- 


utes. Grantthat. I have given way to- i ay fro . juired 7 
time to time; indeed I began at one o’clock by ee a 

giving way. Motion after motion has been made, eet ’ 
and each time | have tried to bring forward i, Mi 

bill which has been pending now not weeks bu fad ai 
months, and which has been under considerati The PR 
already for hours, much more than the bill of th R No! 

Senator. It precedes the bill of the Senator yea 

every sense, by is place on the Calendar, ! y cs Whol 
place in the consideration of this body, and | su reported l 

mit, also, by its importance. It | hope that my ‘tad 
friend will allow me to proceed with that b i Mr GI 
| bring # to a conclusion to-day. sheond es | 
Mr. BROWN. I should like to ask the Sen- a i“ ; 
ator from Maine to let the bill alluded to by lin vided | 

| lie over for a day or two days unless hie is es; ‘in of 
cially urgent about it. My colleague whi, ! the di 
will remember, was engaged in the discussion ‘Canada 
it when it was up before, and whois very deeply ra 

| interested in the bill itself, is unwell to-day ¢ masiit 
not able to be out. It isa bill that involves ig i 
State very largely, perhaps more largely ments, | 

any other State, in its commercial relations, 4 ; ” ft r 
I shall be gratified to have an opportunity to }ia' e words 

the matter discussed,and discussed by my ‘ Mr. SU 
| league, who has given the question some ater Theis 











_ THE CONGRE 


If the Senator’s sense of daty will permit 


ro let the matter lie over, I] shall be gratified 

. do so 

“MORRILL. I amaware that the Senator 
; ri on this side of the Chamber has 

oop interest in this bill, but I propose 
smendment which IT supposed to some 
d obviate the objection broughtagainst 


1. BROWN. I will state to the Senator 
Maine that my colleague sent word to the 
«lay asking, if the bill came up, to have 


yer ii pe ssible. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


It seems to me that is 


t 


iy, MORRILL. This bill is of the very 
sroatest importance, and I have pressed it once 
vice on the Senate; but I feel that I have been 


. negligent, that ] have not pressed it on the || 


Sppate atan earlier day; but under this appeal 
haps 1 ought not to press it at present, and | 
withdraw my motion. 


FREEDM EN’S BUREAU. 


Mr. SUMNER. Now I move to proceed to 
the consideration of House bill No. 51, to estab- 
ish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL ealled for the yeas and 

.ys, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
esulted—yeas 23, nays 1], as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Con 

««, Doolittie, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Harlan, Harris, 

ne of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
syrague, Sumner, Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 

Wilson—23 


| 


Mr. GRIMES. I now move in line ten of that 
section after the word “ needed’’ to insert ** not 
to exceed four im each State,’ 
number of local superintendents and 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 

Theamendm: ntito theamendme ; 

Mr. GRIMES. Now I propose to strike out 


the eleventh and twelfth 


» soasto limit the 
clerks 

have oO ov tio 
wasavreed to 


ines of that section, and 


| insert the words **$§1,500."?) ‘Thot will give to 


| shall receive ** a compensat 


| ordinary rate for similar services, subject, in all 





VAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Hendricks, Johnson, 


MeDougall, Nesmith, Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, Van Win- 
kle, and Willey—I1. 
\BSENT—Mesers. Collamer, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Fos- 


Hale, Harding, Henderson, Hicks, Howard, Howe, | 


jane of Indiana, Richardson, Sherman, and Wright—15. 
Mr. BUCKALEW. 1 desire to mention in 


onnection with the vote just taken that my col- 


rue {Mr. Cowan] is detained from the Senate 
by indisposition, 


I ask the courtesy of 


the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Somner] | 


Jlow me to offer a resolution not for present 
onsideration but to go upon the table. 


Mr. CONNESS and Mr. SUMNER. What 


is 


ion wil! be read for information, 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
Resolved, ‘Thatthe people of the United States can never 


regard With indifference the attempt of any foreign Power | 


verthrow by force or to supplant by fraud the institu 
sof any republican Government on the western con 
ent, and that they will view with extreme jealousy, as 
wenacing to the peace and independence of their own 
untry, the efforts of any such Power to obtain any foot 
stor monarchical Governments sustained by toreign 
wilitary force in near proximity to the United States. 

Mr. CONNESS. 1 object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, the resolution cannot be received. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I give notice then of the 

olution for to-morrow morning, when I shall 
wl itup for consideration. I suppose that is 

ilicient notice, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No notice is 
required to introduce a mere resolution. At the 
proper time when in order the Senator can offer 
resolution without notice. ‘The objection now 
s that a bill is pending before the Senate. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL, I shall present it at the 
irst opportunity. ; 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (FA. 
‘No. 51) to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s 
‘thurs is before the Senate as in Committee of 
le Whole, the question being on the amendment 
Pea by the select committee on slavery and 

famen, 


Mr. GRIMES. 


D 
i 


It will be observed that in the 
t committee on slavery and freedmen it is 
rovided that the Commissioner who is to have 
ge of this bureau ‘shall have authority, un- 
the dir ction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
cate departments of freedmen within the rebel 
» 80 faras the same m iy be brought under 
miitary power of the United States;’’? but 
is ho limit to the number of these depart- 
's. | propose to amend that clause by insert- 
‘NS atter the word ** States’’ in the fourth line 
words ** not to exceed two in each State.’’ 
Mr.SUMNER, I have no objection to that. 


‘eamendmentto the amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- | 


id section of the amendment proposed by the | 





| ing $1,500.” 


these local superintendents and clerks $1,500 com- 


pensation. ‘The section now provides that they 


on not eEXceeding the 
respects, to the approval of the Secretary.”’ 

I do not suppose there is any ‘ ordinary rate 
for similar services.”’ 

Mr.SUMNER. The judgment of the Senator 
on that question certainly is fully as good as mine, 
and [ should be disposed to defer to it. I merely 
call his attention to this point, whether it may not 


happen that in some parts of the country the ser- | 


vice thatis desired cannot be obtained for $1,500; 
and if so, Whethei upon the whole it might not be 
better to leave this question of compensation to the 
discretion of the Secretary. As it now stands, it 
does come back upon his discretion. 1 put that 
as an inguiry to the Senator, | say that I shall 


defer to his judgment upon it; he is more familiar | 


with that part of the country than Lam; but the 
practical question is whetherif you insert the limit- 
ation proposed by the Senator you may not in 
some way constrain the operations of the Depart- 
ment, whether you may not oblige yourself to re- 
sort to an inferior kind of service which will not 
be competent to do the work required. 

Mr. GRIM ES. The committee thems lves 
have fixed the compensation of the Assistant Com- 
missioner, who is a superior Officer to the super- 
intendents and clerks, at $2,000, and I thought 
that | was providing fora very liberal compensa- 
tion to these subordinate officers in comparison 
with the Assistant Commissioner, who is to re- 
ceive $2,000, when | proposed that they should 
receive $1,500. ‘The Senator will observe that in 
the seventh line of this section it is provided that 
these Assistant Commissioners shall receive anan- 
nual salary of $2,000, and they have authority 


| ** to appoint local superintendents and clerks, so 


far as the same may be needed, not to exceed 
four in each State, at acompensation notexceed- 
Thatis the way IL propose to amend 
it. [think that willcommand the best talent that 
may be required for this service. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think $1,500 is a fair com- 
pensation. 

Mr. GRIMES. Very liberal compensation, 

Mr. POM EROY. That is the compensation 
the Indian agents have. I think we had better 
settle on it. 

Mr.SUMNER. Very well. 


Theamendment tothe amendment wasagreed to. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I have one or two amend 
ments to propose. In the third line of the first 
section of the amendment of the committee | move 
to strike out ** Treasury Department” and insert 
** Department of the Interior.”? Lam notin favor 
of the bill, but | think this matter should go un- 
der the Interior Department if under any Depart- 
ment. It does not relate to the Treasury or to 
the management of the finanees of the country, 
but contemplates a supervision over a class of 
persous inthe country. ‘The management of the 
Indians is somewhat analogous to it, and yet that 
belongs to the Interior Department. There are 
disbursements of money, to be sure, connected 
with the management of the Indians; but those 


— 
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reau of Pensions, the Bureau of Patents, the Bu- 
reau of Public Lands, and this certainly would be 


more or legs germane with all those interests, It 
\ ald iturally be lodged ai the same Depart 

with them. Naturally it belongs to the In 
lerlor, there can t no question about it. The 
Senator, therefore, is perfectly mght when he 


' ’ 
mates the 


But the Senator should 
mnsideration that at 


surerestion, 
tuke into et this moment we 
ire actiny provisional! v and not permanently uli- 


resuigons 


rowins out of the present State 
of the country, and not as if we were in a condi 


tion of permanent peace. 


ln placing the bureau where the committee have 
paaced il, they followed what seemed to be the 
necessities of ihe case, Congress by previous 
ke gvislation lias practically plac d the bureau there, 
in the ‘Treasury Department, or rather it has ren- 
dered it that the bureau should be 
pluced there, anless Congress was willing by le- 
vislation on this matter to create a conflict between 
two different Departments. Congress has already 
placed in the Treasury Department the control of 
the business relations between the rebel States 
and the loyal States, and also the control of the 


hecessary 


abandoned lands and plantations im the rebel 
States. Now, as I tried to exhibit to the Senate 
the other day when [ opened this question, the 
main interest for the moment tn regard to the 
frecdmen is how to bring them in connection with 
the lands. Ifyou go beyond that, if you under- 
take to provide means for their support, you us- 
sume what 1 believe the country really does not 
expect you to assume, and what | believe those 
who have the welfare of that people mostat heart 
do not venture to counsel. We desire to secure 
to that people opportunity—opportunity to work; 
that is the main point, and that can be secured 
only by bringing them in connection with the 
lands. ‘The care and guardianship of those lands 
where it 1s proposed to place the freedmen has 


| already by previous legislation been lodged with 


the Treasury Department. ‘Therefore, naturally 
and logically it seemed to follow, unless you were 
willing to create a conflict between two different 
Departments or between the agents of two difter- 
ent Departments, that you should place the care 
of the treedmen in the same Department. 
The other 
day I presented it and gave some opinions on the 
subject, | have here a letter; it was written as a 
private letter from Mr. Owen, well known to the 
Senator from [adiana, from which | will read a 
pus saves 

‘* it will never do to have Treasury agents who lease the 
lands to white meu, and War Department agents who as 
sign the same lands to colored people. Nothing but con 
fusion and conflict of authority can result; it will not work 
atall; but even if it would, why employ two sets of agents 
to do what one set can do so much better? And whe is to 
inspect the leased plantations, and see to it that neither 


Sir, Lam not alone in this view. 


| employers nor employed are wronged? ‘Themen who give 


| of the re port of the treedmen’s CoMMMISSion, ay. 


disbursements are made under the supervision of | 


the Interior Department. Pensions, and the like 
of that, relating to different individuals and classes 
of persons, are all placed under the charge of the 
Interior Department. It seems to me that it is 
proper, inconnection with the general system we 
have, that this should be referred to the Interior 
rather than the Treasury Department. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The pointto which the Sen- 
ator directs attention was considered very care- 
fully by the committee. Werethisa 
peace, | bellev the ymmittee would have been 
unanimous in adopting the idea of the Senator. 
Indeed, it seems to me, the reasons for it, if this 
were a moment of peace, are absolately unan- 
swerable. I[t is in the Interior Department that 
we place the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bu- 


momet ( 


4 


the leases to them are Treasury agents, and have nothing 
to do with freedmen or the treedmen’s commissioners ; 
but what authority can they have over men who do not hold 
their leases from them? The meu who have the care of 
the laborer ought to have the Jeasing of the laud and the 
inspeetion of the leases, and they should be authorized to 
lease equally to white and to colored people.”? 


Sut this isnotall. I hold in my hand a docu- 
ment which was not printed when Ll addressed the 
Senate before on this subject, though, having ps 


rused itin manuseript, Lb referred tow. Ttisa port 


! 
to consider, 


Wai 


among other questions, the very one which is now 
heftore the Senate 


pouted by the Seeretary of 

ln the course of the document 
the conmussion express the following explicit 
plies, 

* But, in the judgment of the commission, the most se 
rious error in connection with the present arrangements tor 
the care and protection of these people arises out of the 
assigument to a different agency of the care and disposal of 
the abandoned plantations.’’ 

The Senator trom Indiana will observe how 
completely that is an answer to his proposition 
to place the Bureau of Freedmen in the Depart- 


ment of the Interior, because, as | have already 


said, Congress lias ! {the eare of the aban 
doned plantations in another Department. 

‘The com: oners proceed; 

‘T'o enter intot letagl ¢ lb thre Vila and abuses that 
have arise u this error, and Which are unavoidabl 
su long as ite itinues to exist, would occupy loo grea ‘ 
spac n this report. Suffice it to say that it is the sour 
of the greatest contusion and a perpetaal collision between 


the different local authorities, in which not only the emar 
cipated populayon but the Government itself suffers the 
most serious injuries and losses.” 
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en coemr ners then proceed t q te tl 
‘ Cy | 
} I 
‘ 
‘ 
i ‘ 
far ta i nn z ( i boner 
the ro 
Andt the urport of all the testim 4 ‘ 
i n ! tin th ! ' t 
‘ fet iit ¥ er thi 
i ' itating ju ner 
ot 1 1 ont ested nm othe more it ad 
j 
wtp " i iwith wl im w u \ ' 
it of Creme | tha \ 
tl " tem i ' 
| | ’ ' it 
“ e and 
ea ; | 
' ‘ 
th 
tire m 
' ’ 
N ’ i r to t ro 
of t Pas i | ! rac? ’ 
hy { ‘ i ‘ 
furthers ind t ! mi Ir I DD i nent 
tive i rivt lt ( t ri I 
bye ved thie V . i il 
other rma { f f 
’ 
1 if ' ; | | 
per It ‘ i 1 \ 
thie tio 
j ’ 
| 
\ bon ut ‘ I 1 { 
j | y Dy ! ent, Ul | 
the ¢ } I ! i { 
was no ry Vine tL could iv 
ny i | ! ( ( i il 
’ lw ve ho from it 
But IT wish 5 ite to bea nn 1 that [ 
Rpeak Only for the py t tim lf we wet 
tal hin 1 mane it 1 tos it el 
waiter wie i wi ia for in ( I ‘ 
time duri ce, d ced 
the s tor no In ! ) 
But until inen, it Seems to me, it must e placed 
in the Treasury Department, un we 
to take from that Department that other bi 
of busine to which | have referred. 
Mr. Ht ‘, NDRI¢ KS The Senator iVSs that 
if we were Ina tim f peace he would be in fa- 
vor of the proposition. Llow lone does th Ss n 


ator expect his wartolast? Does he expectthis 
bureau to continue as a bureau of the Govern- 
ment only during the war? I presume, to aceom- 
plish his purposes, thatit must continue for some 
period atter the termination of the war lam not 
one of those who believe that this war Is to co 

tinue very many years. I believe it has got to 
terminate some way or other withina reasonably 
short period; and therefore 


, as thi bureau 1s to 


continue, unquestionably, (the Senator will not 
question that,) for some ume after the war, fora 
longer Umeatterthe warthan during the war,the 
argument on that point, so far as leneth of time 
decides it, is in favor of the amendment which | 
have proposed, 

His next point is that the abandoned planta- 
tions ought to be under the control of the sam: 
Dep artmentin which this bureau isto be located 
lf we are to havea munagementof the abandoned 
plantations at all, it ought to be in the Interior 
Department. if these lands are to be considered 
as abandoned by the owner and thereby fall into 
the publ i { 


oy a bill that 18 before the Senate 


t f 
the mass of 


is in ¢ lemptate 

» those pul 
lands ought to be under the control of the Interior 
Wepar mer because they do not relate to the 
‘Treasury; the Treasury has no machinery for their 
management; and | think pe rhaps that is one rea- 
son they have been so badly managed, why there 
are so many complaints from different quarters 
of fraud and ou re touching the management of 
the abandoned lands, Ido not know very much 
of it, but itis said that asystem of favoritism has 


grown up dhat is exceedingly disgusting, and it 


may ve owing to th itthat the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury is so much occupied with investizations 
of altogether a different sort that he ca t wiv 

the necessary tle mi to il « ss of busin 


But further, l ask the Senator having this bill 
in charge if he intends one set of agents to be paid || 
by the Government to manage the lands that are 


} i i ‘ ' to | 
. ' 
( 

‘ \ 

(3 my j 

i la ade f el 

ed Live f { ia nave I iret f the 
ned mds Wi ought not to be paying 
two sets of agents to manage na matter that one 
et of agents ought to manage. If there is force 


in the argument of the Senator that the agents 
m wing the abandoned lands ought to be ap- 
pointed by the same Department, that argument 
W further, and will lead us to this result, 


hat the abandoned lands and the freedmen, as 


' them, oueht to be manage d by the same 
re nelg orhood 
VI (UJ MNER Phatts admi ! 
| DRICKS ‘Thereby ving very 
f ture to the Govern! nt, enorm s 
J nin same | he ought to 
ls once that these agents whom he pro- 
f have charge of the abandoned lands 
Phen t vhiole properly falls under the Interior 
Department. This matter will have to go to the 
Interior Departmentsome time. There is so much 
faction with the managwementof the aban- 
mds, and the Treasury reculations touch- 
mine etweel it etion ,thatit will 
) ! ot r D partment t fore very long. 
Ir. SUMNER. Will the Senator allow me 
tron to the seventh section ? here 
2 provision which I think meets his 
It + that the avetl sof the Treasury who 
\ e the leasing of abandoned plantations 
hand over all their papers to the commis- 
ers % omted under this bill, the obj ‘theing 


end to those agencies, or rather to allow 
em to be all absorbed tnto those created under 
this bill. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If that be done, then 
he Interior De 
ment, and there need be none of this conflict that 
Senator provides for. Ina very simple pro- 
vision of this bill we can transfer the whole of 
the lands, which properly belong to the Interior 
Department, as well as the persons that he wants 
to provide for, and let the whole goto the Interior 
Department. I think, that Department being 
more recustomed to deal with questions of this 
sort, and having the machinery fortheir manage- 
ment, there will be less public dissatisfaction be- 
cau of favoritism and fraud than as they are 
managed now. 
1 think the amendment I have proposed ought 
to be adopte d to make the system effective. Let 


¢ | 


the agencies for the lands and the agencies for 
be the same, and the whole under the 
Interior Department. 
Mr. SUMNER. I have only to say in reply 
it when the war is over and the State govern- 
ments are once more establishe d I shall welcome 
ich a proposition as tl ie Senator nowmakes. If 
Bureau of Freedmen continues then, its proper 
lace will be in the Department of the Interior; 
but until then it must be where Congress has 
already placed these other branches of public busi- 


these pught to be agents of t 


freedmen 


ness with which this bureau 1s necessarily asso- 
Clate Fe 
Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator admits that 
the proper Department to take charge of the busi- 
ness to be created by this bill, in a time of peace ; 
is the De partment of the Interior. About that I 
ippose there can be no difference of opinion, 
But he says this is nota time when it should go 
» the hands of the Secretary of the Interior, be- 
cause we are in a state of war. If we are ina 
state of war, as we certainly are, and if, because 
we are in tl ‘at state, it is not proper that the con- 
trol should be in the hands of the Interior Depart- 
ment, it seems to me equally to follow that it 
should not be inthe hands of any of the civil De- 
partments of the Government, butin the hands of 
War Department; and [ see the bill as it ori- 
rinally was drafted by the House of Representa- 
ves, and as it came to us from that House, left 
with the War Department. There must have 
been some reason for taking It away from that 


Department, and ifthe honorable member is able 
to tell us why it Is that the Treasury ae Lebeole | 
was substituted forthe W ar Departme nt, should, 
for one, like >to be informed. 
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Mr. SUMNER. Well, Mr. Pri 


in the Treasury ‘D partment, and it is sin 
prevent discord d conflict between tw 1) 
revent discord and con Qn yD 
ments and between the agents of two De, 
managing more or less the same ul 
Congress has already placed in the Tr asu 


partme nt,as I have said, the care of the ; 
relations between the rebel States and th 
States, and also the care of the abandon 
and captured property. 

Now, Congress may have erred in Pl ; 
two interests in the ‘Treasury Departn 
that | express no opinion. Po iV 
from Maryland is right Shen te 7 
they should be in the Wa De; 
ore ss has not seen fitto place them int \W 
partment; it has placed them in the ‘Treasury | 


partment; and as all the testimony of pe 
most interested in this question, constitut 
we may call experts, went in one di 

the care of the freedmen should be in th 
Department which had the care of the Ja 
committee felt constrained to report th 
bill, feeling that if the care of the freedmen 
splaced in any other Department, be it the W 
be it the Inte rior, the re would be an occas 
conflict or discord at least among the age 
these two Departments, if not between thy 
De partments, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to ask the § 

r from Massachusetts a question, as hy 
miliar with this subject. Is there any 
nience, so far as the records are concerned, 
mere machinery that is found now in the ‘l'reas- 
ury Department, in transferring that from 
Department to the Department of the Inte: 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator understu: 
we should have to transfer these two great : 
ests to which I have referred, the control of 
business relations between the rebel Stat 
the loyal States, and also the control of 
doned plantations and captured property. 

| Mr. HENDRICKS. The Senator does 
| understand the question I design d to put. | 
this: whether it is inconvenient or impra 

to hand over the machinery already esta 

in the ‘Treasury Department, the records, 
| files. Are the books voluminous? 
| Mr. SUMNER. On that point I am not able 
| to answer positively; but | have an impres 
that if Congress should see fit to take from 
Treasury Department the whole subject-mat 
under the two heads to which I have referred, t 
| business relations between the rebel States 
| the loyal States, and the control of the abando 
plantations and captured property, all that 
mass might be transferred to another Departm 
| know nothing to the contrary. 

Mr. GRIMES. I have no proposition tou ik 
in regard to it; but it seems that there are | 
different Departments here who have their ady 
cates for the control and management of | 
Kreedmen’s Bureau. The Senator from Ma: 
chusetts is in favor of vesting all this powe! 
the Secretary of the Treasury; the Senator from 
Indiana prefers to bestow it upon the Secretary 
of the Interior; and the Senator from Mary 
proposes to put itupon the War Department. 493 

said before, | have no proposition to make; ul 
1 wish to ask these Senators whether they hav’ 
not overlooked one department to which this: 
ject might more properly be referred than ¢ 
other, and that is to the Attorney General. | 
known of course that the War Department 
overwhelmed with business. There are conne 


Z 


of the armies in the field; it has the charg 
almost all the operaticns in connection wilh 
war. The Interior Department has charge 0! 
public lands, of our Census Bureau, ofo irl 
affairs, of patents and the Patent Offi 
believe, is somewhat connected with 
ture of the country. The ‘Treasury Depart 
is also overwhelmed with busines The a 
uey General, who holds the same re relati on tot 
| Government as a member of the Cabinent, §** 
connected with his departinent no bureau 


with ita great many bureaus, It has the charge 
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- been a mere law officer of the Gov- 


Tt will be observed by reference to this 

f of this Freedmen’s Bureau is 

to perform very responsible legal du- 

that land are least d; he is to 

nd represent all of these freed- 

miLrOVe rsy that may arise between 

parti s,or he is to see that some- 

i appear and represent them. Itoecurs 


hough Lam not prepared to give any 
the Senate ona subject of this kind, that 
peculiar appropriateness in putting this 
to the charge of the Attorney General. 
Phat makes the fourth Department that has been 

ested proper one, 

Vir. SUMNER. Inreply to that I have simply 
t had Congress placed the other branch 
ect in the charge of the Department of 
Attorney General, | should certainly be in 

+ wing the suggestion of the Senator. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
ndment offered by the Senator from 
' to the amendment. 

Pheamendment to theamendment was rejected. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I offeran amendment to 
new section the following: 


i as being the 


’ 


t further enacted, Vhat all white persons in the 
3 notin revolt shall be protected in their constitu 
' rts, and that wo such person shall be deprived of 

y, or property, Without due process of law ; nor 

such person be held to answer for a capital or 
infamous crime unless ona presentment or In 

i graud jury except in cases arising in the land 

\ s, Orin the militia when in actual service in 

m of war or public danger; nor shall any such person, 
exeept as aforesaid, be tried for any crime or offense what 

jurt-martial or military commission. 

It is not my intention to discuss this bill at the 
nresent time. If the vote should not be taken 
this afternoon, perhaps [ may do so to-morrow. 
Neither is it my intention to discuss the amend- 
ment which | have offered. 

I'he bill under consideration, in my judgment, 

s nota single section in it whichis not liable to 

mstitutional objection. The bill is very care- 
ful ofthe rights, if rights there be, of the inter- 
ests, if interests there be, and of the feelings of 
he negro race. I wish in these times, when so 
much interest is manifested in that particular race 

y Congress, and when so much of the legislation 
of the country is devoted to that particular race, 
that we should manifest some regard for our own 
poor, abject, downtrodden, and in these times I 
fear, popularly considered even inferior race. | 
wantto see whether the Senate ofthe United States 
will recognize those great constitutional rights of 
white persons which are guarantied in the Con- 
stitution which was framed by our fathers. It 


will be observed that the entire language of my 
amendment, with the exception of the latter clause 
which provides that no such persons shall be tried 


by court-martial or military commission, is in the 
language of the Constitution of the United States. 

Sir, it may be out of order in these times to say 
a word or to enter a plea in behalf of this poor, 
downtrodden white race; certainly if the charac- 
ter of the legislation of Congress is to be consid- 
ered, they have not much interest in this Gov- 
erument; because most of our legislation during 
s session has been devoted to a consideration 
the interests of the negro race. Scarcely a 


¢ 
0 


& 


gress has passed that the African race has not 
occupied a considerable portion of the attention 
of the Senate, much more, [ apprehend, than the 
white race, 

To guard this amendment which I propose 
guinst any possible objection arising from the 
Class of persons whose rights are to be protected . 
| have been careful to insert in itthe words “all 
While persons in the States not in revolt,’’ so as 
to leave to the Administration to continue what- 
tver policy they please in reference to persons in 
States in revolt. But, sir, I will not occupy the 
‘ime*of the Senate in discussing the question. I 
‘imply ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 

I'he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr.SUMNER. I merely wish to make one 


remark now, and I hope I may not have occa- | 


to say another word. This bill has been 
fully considered by the committee; it is the 
*st that they can present to the Senate; and their 
‘ire and my desire and the desire of its friends 
that the Senate should proceed to vote without 
“ny further discussion, certainly on our part, 


care 


gle day since the commencement of this Gon- | 


| them in this bill? 
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Mr. WILLEY. Of course the Senator from 
Delaware does not expect that there will be any 
very Serious aiscu ion Of his r . 
thatit will be seriously ertained by the S 

Mr. SAULSBURY I he Senator’ 
dor I did not expect any discussion, but I did 
expect that it wv ma : 1 isly et rial I 

Mr. WILLEY. Th is not propositi 
in the amendment of the Senator from Delaw 


to which I do not most dieartily subscribe; but I 
suppose it will hardly be proper to be 
to this bill. I rose, however, to notice a remark 
made by the Senator from Delaware. He said 
that in his opinion this bill, while it ignored the 
interests of the downtrodden white 
nevertheless, very careful of the 


attached 


race, Was, 
African race. | 
entertain an opinion directly the reverse of that. 
In my opinion, aft ras close and carefu 

ination of this bill as [have been abl 
it, its proper utle woul | be, **A bill 
fre edme oe Looki 7 al the 
bill, looking at the maching 


ianexXam- 
to #ive to 
to reénslave 
provisions of this 
ry by which its pur- 
poses are to be carried out, looking it the inevita- 
ble effects which must ensue, this bill if it passes 
will be the initiation of a policy to reensiave that 
portion of the African race to which it relates; 


; 
and for one, sir, | protestagainst iton that ground 

Sir, it would be more ¢ mant with what wil! 
be the practical results of this bill if the officer 
named in the first section of itas a Commissioner 
were called an Overseer Gene: ul, and the subor- 


dinate offieers provided hor in Olher Sectior 

deputy drivers, according to the language of tl 
craftin the South. 
is fixed uponat 
are to exercise this tremendous authority ov 
African race? What penalty in this bill is at- 
tached for cruelty, for peculation, for violation of 
their duties? Where is there 


Why, sir, what rv sponsibility 


y one of these commi rs who 


s10n 





rthe 


any partie ular pPre- 
scription of what they shall perform, except sim 
ply to confide in them an authority that no siave- 


master of the South ever gave LO ai) OVerseer on 
his plantation, y ou may examine the art 
agreement, as I have a hundred times, between 


les of 
thie south and the 
' 

yy, and I have never yet seen a care- 
fully drawn agreement between them that did not 
provide more particularly for the care and pro- 
tection of the negroes 


the slave-owners In overseers 


they empl 


under his contro! than this 
bill does for the rights and liberties and privileges 
of the negroes who have been emancipated and 
who are to be operated upon by this bill. 
the name of liberty and emancipation | protest 
against the passage of any such bill Uy Line \ mer- 
ican Senate. Look at it fora moment. What is 


the language bill? 


Sir, in 


used in the bill? 


That the Commissioner, under the direetion of the See 
retary of the Treasury, shall have the general superiutend 
ence of allefreedmen throughout the several departments, 
and it shal! be his duty especially to watch over the exe 
cution of all laws, proclamations, and military orders of 
emancipation, or ln any way concerning treedmen, and 
generally, by careful regulations, in the spirit of the Cou 
stitution. 

hat is the only limitation upon the exercise of 
his power; but he is clothed with the authority 
to say what the ‘spirit of the Constitution”? is. 
There is no penalty in this bill for any violation 
of any authority vested in him; there is no limit- 
ation in it; 


In the spirit of the Constitution to protect these per 


| sons in the enjoyment of their rights,to promote their wel 


fare, and to secure to them and their posterity the blessings 
of liberty. 


se 
Sir, liberty is a thing that is regulated by law. 
What law regulates this Commissioner aud his 
deputies in the exercise of the power vested in 
What is it that the C 
sioner is required to do? Where are 
tions upon the exercise of his power? ‘To what 
tribunal is he responsible? If to any tribunal at 
all, simply to the arbitrary discretion of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, who is to appoint him, and 
to nobody else. I desire to attract the attention 
of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, 
and of all other Senators, to this billinall its pro- 
visions, and I will venture to say that I will bi 
sustained in the assertion by every candid mind 
in this Senate that there never was a more arbi- 
trary authority vested in any setof human beings 
upon the face of the earth. Why, sir, the maste: 
is limited in the exercise of arbitrary authority 
and cruelty toward his slave by hia ints tin tl 


preservation of his lifeand health, so thathen 


oOlinis- 


the limita- 


| make the most outof his labor; but there is noth 


ty 
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lt is arbitrary 


x even of that character here. 


wer without any limitation, without any rules 
i us to govern these masters and drivers 
eXe of their most extraordinary au- 
\ 
W hy , it has been held lately that these 
rte \ mmpetent lo exXercis the 
FLV iit i eor voll , HULNEE ral- 
y to the provisiol of this vi they are not to 


be allowed even to exercise their own free willin 
their maintenance and self-support, unless it be 
under the supervision and direction, if not ander 
the lash, of an arbitrary commissioner, appoint d 
without responsibility to any authority anywhere 


or anyhow. 


Look at the provisions of this bill again, sir. 
It seems that there is to be no limitation to it. I 
looked in the amendment reported by the Senate 
committee for a limitation to this sys 


put 


tem that is 
ipon the country by the appointment of a 
warm of irresponsible officers atextr ivavant sal- 
aries; but itseems there is to be no end to it; there 
is no limitation, no time fixed when the exercise 
of this authority is to cease. Itis not only Irre- 

vonsible while it exists, itis not only ilimitable 
in its extent while it operates, but ilimitable, so 
far as this billis concerned, in the length of its du- 
ration When are these pool creatures to be al- 
lowed to escape from the custody and oversight 
and domination of these irresponsible commis- 
who are t ‘These 
men, Who are sometimes qualified to vote, are not 


ontract, under this bill, fora 


sioners » be placed over them? 
llowed to make a ¢ 
longer period than one year, but from year to year 
without.any end, so far as this bill is concerned. 
The yareto be in the hands ef these commission- 
" ts are to be written for them; 


ers; their contrac 
to be under 


y are the supervision of these men 
from year to year, transferred hither and thither, 
according to the arbitrary authority of these men, 
from farm to farm, and section to section, so far 

[ can see, without any limitation or discrimin- 
LLIOn, 

Senators look at me as if they were surprised 
atmy warmth. Isay again I protest, in the name 
of liberty, against this bill as the initiation of a 
scheme, much earlier than I had anticipated, to 
reénslave the men who, by the operation of this 
war, have, fora short time at least, enjoyed the 
boon of freedom. 

Look at the provisions of the bill further. In 
one sense, some portion of the white race might 
as downtrodden by this bill 


is another provision Of it: 


be characterized 


Here 


That the Assistant Commissioners shall have authority, 
n their respeetive departments, tot ike possession of 
ibando [realestate and all real estate, with the houses 


ihe eon, ti ible to sale or confiscation 

In other words, if in the county of Fairfax, 
Virginia—and | only allude to that section of the 
country by way of illustration—there are farms 
lying abandoned there to-day, as there are, owned 
by loyal refugees in the city of Washington, they 
are to be taken possession of by these commis- 
sioners. The bill provides that all abandoned 
farms are to be taken possession of by these Com- 
missioners whether they belong to loyal or dis- 
| Why, sir, there are thousands 
upon thousands of al 
South to-day, unless they are occupied by trattors, 


oyal persons. 


indoned farms all over the 


the owners of whom have sought refuge in the 

North until thisstorm of war be overand passed 
Mr. SUMNER. 

The Senator forgets to read the qualifying lan- 


Let me correet the Senator 


ruavres 

All abandoned real estate and all real estate, with the 
liable to sale or coufiseation,ortoany claim 
of title by the United States, and not already appropriated 
tw Government Uses 


Mr. WILLEY. 


avalinp;: 


houses thereon 


Very well; I will read it 


That the Assistant Commissioners shall have authority 
within their respective departments to lake possession of 
all abandoned real estate aud all rea tate, With the houses 


thereon, liable to sale or couliscation— 
The Senator’s own bill makes a distinction be 


tween the two classes of real estate— 


All abandoned real estate and all real estate, with the 
houses thereon, liable to sale or confiscalion, or to any 
claim of tit United States 

Whiy, sir, there are thousands of farms 
—— the South owned by loyal refugees in 
New York, Bo on, and ip all the loyal states 

y—men who have been merely able to es 


ipe With their lives. ‘These irresponsible Com- 











oer 


va 
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missioners are to take these poor Africans again 


aod waipose aoon them a worse hondavge than the 
mosters of the South ever exercised over them, 
and make them work t e lands, not tor the ben- 
ei a rol { excepl atl stipuiats d 
prices atthe w nd sure of these irrespons- 
l m tere, and hand over the proceeds and the 
proucot their labor towhat? In the first place 


‘ 
to pay this overseer cvencral and these de puty lriv- 
ers these extravagant salaries, and if anything 18 
left itis tu be paid into the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States 

Thew again T think there is achance for a very 
handsome speculation by these Commissioners 
and deputy drivers, ‘I'he bill provides thatthey 
are also ** to tuke possession of all personal prop- 
erty found oa such estat and what are they 
going to do with it? 
it, and there is an end of it so far as the bill is 
concerned, Tow are they to account for it? To 
Whom ure they responsible? What 
of taking the personal estate into possession 


he obj cl 


horses, corn, and things that perish ithe using? 


Llow ave they 
The bill 


What are they to do with them ? 
to account for thi peed onal prope rly ¢ 
eem to provide, 

Sir, I will note 


1} 
this bill 


dor hot 
tain the Senate by going through 
every section of it, it seems to me, is 
liable to objection of the same k ind and charae- 
ter. Some of the provisions of the amende d bill 
reported by the Senate committee, if it passes, 
, the one in re- 

They “re to 
{1 believe You can raise but 
halfa cropon these abandoned lands if you lease 
them but fora year. If you lease them during 


the wiiter you can raise 


ought to be modified; for instance 
gard to the character of the leases. 
be but for a year 


a crop of corn and oats 
the next summer, but you cannot raise a crop of 
wheat, because you sow in the fall, and it does not 
ripen until the next year. 

But, Mr. 
I have, the Senators, and that was 
thie object ot my rising, to a eritical observation 
of the special provisions in this bill, and more es 
pec lly having state d the fiat t, that Il belheve what 
ever may have been its 


Pre sident, having attracted, as | see 


ittention of 


' , its result will be 
practically the reénslavement of the African race, 
Iam content to leave the subject with the Senate. 

It has been a matter of wonder to me that the 


intent 


Thi y tuke possession of 


THE 


honorable Senator from Massachusetts failed to | 


discover the only practical mode by which the 
difficulties which - secks to remedy could, in 
my estimation, be obviated. Why, sir, we hear 
cries every day from Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and varions other States, of the lack of labor, that 
the war has so much subtracted from the labor 
of those States that the manufactories and the 
farms to a great extent are lying idle. [tis so, | 
believe, inall the States. Now, here are thrown 
loose upon us, Wil hout mplo yment, a vast num- 
ber of athletic men and womef. Would it not 
be a much better policy, Mr. President, would it 
not be a vastly better policy to clothe these Com- 
missioners with the simple duty of finding in 
those States ple ices and ¢ nip Noy ment for these 
frecdmen, where they could be under the influence 
of free institutions, where they could be brought 
in contact with the law and with the labor, accord- 
ing to the idea, and the good idea, too, of the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts, where they 
would not be left to the arbitrary will of irrespons- 
ible Commissioners to control them, but where as 
citizens they would have all the guarantees and 
protection or the Constitution and laws and the 
courts in the forms of law?) Why not place them 
there and give them employment there? There- 
fore [| move to amend the amendment of the hon- 
orable Senator from Delaware, which [ suppose 
he does not expect to pass, [Mr. Sautspury. | 
do, sir,) by striking out all after the enacting 
cinuse and inserting the following: 


Phat itehall be the duty of said Commissioner to procure 


places and employment for as many of said freedmen as | 


may be practicable with the farmers, mechanics, and manu 
facturers of the free and loyal States where the laws of said 


States shall not prohibit it, and that forthe purpose of more | 


eflectually accomplishing this object he open a correspond- 
ence with the Governors and various municipal authorities 
of said free and loyal States requesting their coUperation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will inquire to what the 
amendment? 

Mr. WILLEY To the amendment of the 
Senator from Delaware 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore 


Senator proposes his 


_CONGRESSION 


will suggest—the Senator may not be aware of 


the fact—that that} amend- 


anamendment to an 
ment, anda furtheramendment cannot be in order, 

Mr. WILLEY. ‘Then, sir, 1 will withdraw 
my amendment fi 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


is on the amendment of the Senator 


rr the present 

The que stion 

from Dela- 
ware to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. JOLINSON. The amendment offered by 
the Senator from Delaware, which is now before 
the Senate, merely affirms or sceks to affirm the 
Constitution of the United States; and as I amat 

| a loss to imagine how the validity of that instru- 
ment can in any manner be made greater than it 
is by any legislation [shall vote against the amend- 
; ment. ‘It is neither more nor Te ss than stating 
that the Constitution of the United States should 
be enforced. If it is not enforced practically, the 
| faultlies with the Executive. 
doned all the guarantees ofthe Constitution, which 


they have sworn tosupport, whatsecurity isthere, | 


what reason is there to think that they will not 
abandon the duty which apparently would be en- 
force d upon them by this proposition? 

In the next place, it is an amendment not ger- 
mane to the bill itself. The bill professe s, if I 
understand it, to deal only with such portion of 
the States of the United States as arein rebellion. 


The Constitution of the United States in the States | 
in rebellion is only so far in force as is consistent | 


with the state of war which exists between the 
United States and the States in rebellion. The 
trial by jury, and all the personal guarantees that 
the Constitution provides fora state of peace, are 


war as between the United States and the people, 
if they be a portion of the United States, who are 
Ina state of war with the United States 


operation of the amendment if it were to pass, if 
it could have any operation, would be upon the 
| States that are not in rebellion; and with refer- 


are not protected by the Constitution, my friend 
and Congress might pile acts upon acts, and we 
should still be without protection, 
Mr.SAULSBURY. If the honorable Senator 
from Maryland had lived in the days 


If they have aban- | 


necessarily at an end for the time in a state of | 


As the | 
bill refers only to the rebellious States, the whole | 





ence tothe States that are not in rebellion, if they | 


when the | 


yren ) 
sovereign of England guarantied to his people the 


rights of Magna Charta, | presume he would have 
condemned the action of that people afterwards 
who, when that Magna Charta was violated, 
wished its reaffirmance; 
that these 


rights are guarantied by the Constitu- 
tion, and if they are violated the Executive is to 
| blame. 


referred, whé@én the Executive of England violated 
the rights secured by Magna Charta, * It is use- 
| less for you to ask their reaffirmance, because 
they are there already.’’ Not so was the spirit 
of libe rty in those former days; but when char- 
tered rights were violated, the people, whose rights 
| were interested, rose up ‘and dems unde d their re- 
affirmance; and under the reign of one king alone, 
I believe some several time 
asked. 

Sir, in times like these it is well to look back 
into the precedents of the past, for history in these 
times is but repeating itself. Human liberty— 
the liberty of free, noble-born, high- spirited white 
men—is but imitating the example of the noble 

champious of liberty in the past; and the example 


of those champions comes up in thunder tones to- | 


day condemnatory of the principle laid down by 
the honorable Senator from Maryland. Admit 
thatmy amendment but reaffirms the Constitution 
| of the United States, would it not be refreshing 
to thousands of American citizens whose consti- 


for his first objection is | 


So, sir, might have said the honorable | 
Senator had he lived in the days to which I have | 


8s was that reaffirmance | 


tutional rights have been violated, the violation | 


of which has been condemned by many who have 
had the boldness to condemn itin the face of arbi- 
trary power—would it not bring gladness to their 
hearts to know that the representatives of the 
sovereign States of this Union, having witnessed 
| these violations long enough, meant to give to 
their constitutional rights the vote of their ap- 
proval? Sir, pass my amendment, and joy will 
spring up in manyan aching heart; he who with- 
out cause now groans in unlawful bastile prisons 
would be cheered; the weeping mother and the 
worse than orphaned child would take heartagain, 


| aud they would my that the representatives of 
The Chair |! what was once the 


vreat Republic of the United 


AL G LOBE. 


| States have arisen at last to a sense of the 
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constitutional rights of this people, and 
to assert in the face of the exercise of , 
power that they cherish those rights, and d wi 
that they shall be preserved. 

3ut the honorable Senator says the amendy 
is not germane to the bill. That is no obi, 
to its adoption. It has been held by the’s 
that any amendment, whether germane 
may be made to a bill. On one occasion a 
appropriation bill was tacked on to a pens 
as an amendment, and the point of tong b. 
made, (and the history of the Senate of the Un), 
States will show it,) it was decided by the Senay 
as | understand, thi it it could be done. [| yy, 
be mistaken in the facts, but [ know that ny 
bills wholly incongruous were united. | have 
often heard it from the late disunguished Sens 
from Maryland, Mr. Pearce. 

1 have offered this amendment to this bij] }, 
cause I did not believe thatif I offered it asa geo. 
arate resolution I could get a vote upon it, |, 
my feeble attempts on all previous occasions 
assert by resolutions, either of Inquiry or affiry, 
ative in their nature, the constitutional rights of 
the people, I have ie ‘en disappointed, and haye 
never been allowed to take them up for conside, 
ation. The bill of my honorable friend 
Kentucky, [Mr. Powe t,} providing against .\\| 
itary interference with the freedom of elections 
was introduced early in the session and debated 
but he has not been allowed to take it up for 
sideration since it was postponed on the motio) 
of the honorable Senator from Maryland {Mi 
Jounson] that he might discuss it. 

Now, sir, no evil can result from the adopti 
of thisamendment. It is notliable to any objex 
tion arising under your rules. It can do no pos 
sible harm. It asserts, it is true, constitution 
rights. I offer it, therefore, that the peopl 
this country may know that there is re spect 
the American Senate for those constitutio 
rights, and that they will see that in the fut 
those rights are preserved. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I yield to no member of 
Senate in devotion to all the principles of freedoy 
which make a part of the Constitution of the Un 
ted States, and which are guarantied by that 
strument; and when any portion of the Gover 
ment shall violate those principles, and | 
called upon officially to declare an opinion, Is 
not hesitate to meet it, and to meet it, if the | 
be true, by punishing the violation to the who 
extent of any existing law. But the amend: 
offered by the Senator from Delaware to this b 
is not offered as a censure upon any branch of 
the Government. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
them. 

Mr. JOHNSON. So I supposed. I have « 
right, therefore, to assume, as far as that amend- 
ment is concerned, that every branch of the Gov- 
ernment has conformed to the Constitution; that 
there have been no violations. However the as- 
sumption may be true in point of fact, I havea 
right, for the purpose of passing upon the pro- 
priety of this amendment as it stands, to assume 
that to be true. 

My friend talks about the reiteration by the 
barons of Magna Charta from time to time. 
he will bring in (provided it is a matter ove! 
which the Senate have any control) a propositio! 
of censure, and wil] establish the case as agais 
the President or any member of the Administra 
tion, of an intentional violation of the Const! 
tion, he will not find me lagging far behind. — 

But the question now is, as presented by his 
amendment to this bill, are we to declare that the 
Constitution is in force? My friend says tt was 
done in England, and it had a wonderful, happy 
effect upon the then majesty, and it was dove 
more thanonce. Does he think if there has been 


hey 


ares 


I do not wish to censure 


| any violation of the Constitution that this reiter- 
| ation of the Constitution will guard us more et- 


fectually in the future than the Constitution its 


has in the past? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
ing. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 


have no effect. 


I hope it will be a warn- 


3ut that single warning W 
Putit into every bil | that is pl 


| ge nted ; and to-morrow morning when we hav 
bills in relation to other subjects before us, 
honorable member if he carries out his theory ¥ 
be found offering an amendment like this, that 





1364. 


Cc 
W 
N 
hi 
wis 
yey tt 
r md! 
a eal 
’ | 
mit ary 
] repe 
time Wi 
dom 
s,and 
y hol 
not find 
| may } 
transgre 
have bee 
the laws 
ny 
arliam 
come be 
rem il 
| done 
violated 
: ns 
u | Su] 
t the 


cone 
lions 
' 


! 
Who 








2935 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


te <. / tion of the United States is in force. || not; | mean, whether there is anything in the |) advertised for by the Department, and are they not 
ey mn, Where are we to stop: ; rules of the Senate that prevents this b dy from receiving } ae 
rf) Now, sir, | ve stated as another reason for | so amending the bil Mr. ALLI Phe contract was advertised for, 
| will wc vot for this particular amendment that Mr. FOOT. I will sxy to the Senator from | but was atterw ie withdrawn, as was stated, 
r vw to the bill. The honorable Sena- || Delaware that it is not competent for the Presid the request of the Senate committee, for the pur- 
‘ndmer cays there was a case In which an appropri- |) ing Officer to rule any proposition in the form of || pose of procuring additional legislation. That 
a ‘ill was attached to a pension bill. Does | an amendment out of order upon the ground of | addition legislation it bas been impossible to ob- 
Ss ‘ie honorable member see that that pension incongruity tothe matter to which it is proposed | tain inconsequence of the committee being unable 


A was ab appropriation bill; that it dealt with 
ih oney in the ‘Treasury just as direcdy as any 
2 : iode of appropriating money in the Treas- 

d that therefore, so far from the two prop- 


asanamendment. The want of congruity may 
be the all reasons for voting against the 
proposition, but a question of order cannot be 

raised upon it upon which the Chait ean decide 


toreport. The interest of the Governme ntreguires 
that immediate action should be taken, and, inmy 
judgment, this course will save to the Government 


a very large amount, perhaps $1,000,000, 


best of 





‘Geiad ys not being germane in the eye of pa irlia- || it out of order. ); Mr. STEVENS. When does the contract ex 
Ser ay mentary ae there was an exact similarit y ? Mr. SAULSBURY. I hope that honorable Hi pired 

Piss | , Mr. President, that come whe nthe || members of the Senate who | know profess to |; Mr.ALLEY On the IstofJuly; but the time 
lat two time will, ae this great peerier. of American || believe that the principles embodied in the amend- = receiving bids expires to-morrow. As | learn, 
I hay edi m is to be vindicated against all its viola- || ment are correct will give us a direct vote upon carcely any bids have been presented, and it will 
Sen t nd more cert: nly justin proportion asthey || it, and not give us a vote the reasons for which || | er e the Government in the hands of a few in- 


y a high and elevated situations, he will 


m dividuals. 
bill hg : not find me behind him in using whatever ability 


Mr. STEVENS 


the country cannot understand. The country 


ean understand this, sir: that if this Senate votes Let us postpone this to see 


Bam | may possess in laying bare the enormity of such | affirmatively upon my amendment, they mean to |) what these bids are. I suggest that it be post- 
it. transgressions, and visiting upon the parties who assertthe principles therein contained; but if hon- |; poned tll Monday next. 

ions t have been guilty of them all the punishment which | orable Senators vote against it, then they know Mr. ALLEY. I will say that the Senate have 
affirn, the laws have provided, And if it does not come one of two things: either that honorable Senators || had the matter under consideration, and have re- 
rlits of In any parliamentary 9 r judicial form, by auy || are not in favor of the principles contained inthe || ported that the Overland Mail Company shall re- 
d have parliamentary OF judicial proceeding, but —— S || amendment, or else there is some technical objec- || ceive $150,000 additional compensi ation to what 
side ome before the grand inquest of the nation, w ho || tion to prevent them from so voting; but what || they have received during the last four years. ‘That 
df; are in all cases the rightful judges of what shall || thattechnical objec on is, or how many technical bill is now before the Post Office Committee of this 
ist nui] be done to a certain extent with those who have objections there ma ‘+, the country cannot un- || House for consideration. In my opinion that 1s 
ections violated the Consutation, and I am satisfied that || derstand. But, sir, wa not pursue the debate || a very exorbitant price for the Government to pay 


nersons of that description are again seeking pop- 
ort by seeking reélection to the offices 


e bated 


or Il uiat 


further. for thatservice, if we hada sound currency, which 








supp Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate do || we hope to have long before the four years will 
mMotios that tl ey now fill, | will use whatever ability I | now adjourn. expire. 
(Mr possess to expose their conduct before that in- Mr. SUMNER. I hope we may be allowed Mr. STEVENS. I do not like to vote against 
quest and try to obtain a verdict at their hands, to have a vote on this qui stion. this resolution, but | want to see what these bids 
opt which, while it will punish the present guilty, The motion was agreed to; and the Senate || are 
ob jer will be a warning to all who shall have thoughts adjourned, Mr. ALLEY. It will be too late. 
10 po of guilt in their mind hereafter. ; Mr. STEVENS. Why too late? It does not 
ation Mr. SAULSBURY. ‘The honorable Senator HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES expire till the Ist of July. 
eel, from Maryland asked me if, in my judgment any are a er a sie Mr. ALLEY. Because the Postmaster Gen- 
pect persons how exercising power have violated any || lurspay, June 14, 1864. eral will, | fear, hardly feel himselfauthorized to 
itio of the provisions of the Constitution of the United The House met attwelve o’clock, m. Pray: r by reject those bids withoutany suggestion from Con- 
fut States which arerecited inthisamendment why I || the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Canning. gress. This resolution extends the contract for 
did not bring inaresolution of censure, and if] pre- The Journal of yesterday was read and approve d. || only one year. It is already exte »nded to next Oc- 
of t sented a case Where they had so violated he would tober. Consequently it really exte nds itonly nine 


: re : OVERLAND MAIL. 
eedor unite with mein voting for the resolution of cen- : ; months, which gives an opportunity to mature a 


eUn mare, Sir, it is because | have too much respect Mr. ALLEY. [ask the unanimous consent || bill at the next session and protect the interests of 
_ for the Constitution of the United States, notwith- || of the House to report a jointresolution from the || the Government to the fullest extent. 
ove nding | do know that persons are exercising || Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads in re- Mr. SHANNON. In my opinion this resolu- 
| this unwarrantable power and doing these un- || lation to the continuance for one year of the over- |) tion ought not topass. ‘The Postmaster General 
Is warrantable things, that I do not bring in a reso- || land mail to California, did advertise for bids to carry the overland mail 
ref luuonof censure. ‘The Constitution of the United There was no objection. to California, but | understand at the request of a 
w) States points out the mode and manner in which Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Post |) single individaal he has withdrawn them. 
dr you shall censure the high executive officers of || Office and Post Roads, re ported a joint resolu Mr. ALLEY It was, as the gentleman states, 
18 this Government. It is not by a simple resolu- || tion to authorize the Postmaster General to ex by asingle memberof the committee, but with the 
ich of tion of censure of this body, but itis by articles || tend the contract with the Overland Mail Com- |) sanction of the committee, and in the note to the 
Of Impea hment inthe other House, in whic h ease pany; which was read a first and second time Postmaster General he stated that it was by di 
nsure the he morable Senator and myself would becalled || The joint resolution, which was read, provides || rection of the committee, ‘The Postmaster Gen 
upon to act as judges, That isthe mode and that || that the contract with the Overland Mail Com- | eral acted on that authority, and the committee, 
ave a the manner whie h the Constitution of the United || pany be renewed for one year from the Istday of |) as | understand, did not disclaim that action. 
nend- Sites points out for censuring those clothed with || July next on the same terms and conditions as the Mr. SHEANNON., In view of the fact that the 
Gov- office under the Constitution of the United States resent existing contract. contract will expire on the Ist of July, | do not 
- that who abuse their power. Mr. ALLEY. Mr.Speaker,I will state forthe || see why the Postmaster General, at the mstance 
1€ a3- ‘Lhe honorable Senator says that he hasaright information of the House that a bill came from of any member or committee of either House, 
ave & to presume, at least so far as this amendment is || the Senate authorizing the Postmaster General to thought proper to withdraw those bids. Wi 
pro- concerned, that there have been no such viola- || contract with the Overland Mail C ompany orany lieve, and indeed we understand and know, that 
sume lions of the Constitution; and yet, sir, as a mat- nthercompany, if in his diseretion he shoul Ideen || if the advertisements had been continued comy. 
ter of fact there is no gentleman in this count ry it expedient, for the continuance of the service of | tent parties would have bid to carry the maiis 
y the who knows better than the honorable Senato: carrying the mails by the ceili route for four to the Pacific coast within the schedule tme set 
‘ie that those violations have occurred, for he him- |! years, which bill has been before the Post Offic: forth in the advertisement. ‘hatsome respons 
ovet lf was freque ntly called upon before he became Committee of the House, and we have been un- ible party would have taken the contract ou the 
itiol a member of this body to render his professional || able to agree fully, and if we had, it has been Ist of July there is no doubt, in my opimon 
ans rvices to procure the release of persons who Impossible to report to the Elouse, inasmuch as Now, sir, the management of carrying the mail 
istra have been arbitrarily, without process of law, anda that committee has not been called for reports for to Salt Lake, St. Joseph, and Atchison, is noto 
su contrary to the Constitution of the United States, || several months. The Postmaster General has ad- || riously outrageous. We wanted a better mia 
mpe ned in forts and bastiles vertised for bids, and the time expires to-morrow, agement and more efficiency 1 carrytnge the treetd} 
y his The Senator says that this amendment is not || and it is therefore necessary to have immediate The carrying of the mail from Salt Lake to Fol- 
ut the germane to the bill. Pf the honorable Senator |} action. Under the circumstances it was regarded || som, California, is well done, but it 1s notorious 
wa thinks that it is not germane to the bill what is || by the partics in interest on all sides that it was || that it is outrageously managed from Salt Lasik 
ADPY the mode for him to take advantage of it? If he || for the interest of the service and of the Govern- || in this direction. Complaints of all these matters 
done thinks we cannot properly and legitimately add | ment that this contract should be extended for || were made known to the Postmaster General, and 
been on this ame dena to the amendment proposed | one year. And inthe present state of the currency || he was informed that the service required more 
iter by the committee of the Se nate, his proper p lan |} it is impossible to determine what the service || efficiency, more competency, more responsibility , 
e el is to raise the point of order, and ‘ask for the judg- || may be actually worth for so long a time as four || and better management, and that we desired th 
ts ment of the Pre siding Officer. That would bring || years. the contract should be opened Lo competition, ani 
up the question. |” It is clear to my mind, therefore, and I think it || that the mail should be carried within fifteen o 
ar Mr. FOOT. You cannot raise a point oforder || is the unanimous opinion of the committee, that || twenty days. Now, sir, the extending of this 
ae question of congrulty, this, under the circumstances, is the best thing contract for one year in this manner is a piece of 
\v r,. SAULSBURY. 1 presume that same of to bedone. Itherefore call for the previous que patch-work, ind | hope the resolution wall not 
pre- " ana will vote against my amendment will || tion. pass. ; 
y dO it because it is ine ongruous, I should like to Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman yield to ALLEY. What the gentleman states ma ¥ 
| have the opinion of the distinguished ex-presid- || me? or may not be correct. On that 1 have nothing 
wi ing officer of the Senate, before this debate closes Mr. ALLEY. Certainly. \j to say, for that is not the question at issue before 





whether my amendment to this bill is proper or 


Mr. STEVENS. 


Has not this contract been 


the House at the present time. If, however, wha 


t 











he tet I on 
‘ n i e d, 
‘ Vy i Si { 
tire it | ‘ riles Will prob- 
aplry alr i ) ” yt rs, and il a 
muct we? i al sprovided to be pa dg vy 
this point res i 

So that by e' y consideration of Interest, jus- 
tice, and propriety, tf there isanything inthe gen- 
tlerman’s argument and if his statements are cor- 
rect, this resolution B&B ould be adopted by the 
Hlou ‘ | ami certain its passage will save a very 
large amount to the Government Whether the 
Postmaster General has done right in withdraw- 
ing that advertisement has nothing do with 
the cage Ihe acted, | have no doubt, in perfect 
rood faith, a id at the suggestion and in accord- 


1 
ance with the wish and direction, as he supposed, 
of the Committee on Post 


on the part ot the Senate. 


) > 
Othces and Post Roads 


The advertisement was withdrawn and an- 
other sulost ted, t too late to allow these par- 
ties to come in and make bids and obtain their 
supplies; and now the Government finds itself in 

ge without proteetion et all avainst any 
of these parties, and if the Postmaster General is 
oblige ‘a cede to any propositions which may 
De Butimitted. th robability that the Govern- 
ment will suffer to the extent of several hundred 
thousand if notratiton dollars. 

Vr. LOAN 1 would inquire of the gentle- 
man how he knows that the second advertise- 
ment was to ite for bids to be putin that would 
author:ze the erantineg ot a contract to these par- 


ties llow dovs i renutle 
bids ar , and j too tats 

Mr. ALLEY Parties have been waiting for 
the action of Coneress, and this company has 
fin lly rreed to extend the time to Oct ober next; 
and no matter how | obtained my knowledge. | 


man know what the 


let 


have information which satisies my mind, and 
which justifies me in making this declaration to 
the House, I say here upon my judgment and 
responsibility that bbe lieve that if the resolution 
#8 not adopted it wiil place the Government to a 
great extentso far as this service isconcerned in 
the hands of two or three parties, and that it will 


ost the Governmentseveral hundred thousand if 


not milbon dollars. Ifthe resolution is adopted 
it willonly extend the time from October to July, 
and will give ample opportunity next session to 
investigate the whole matter, and to settle it upon 
such a basia as will be just to the Government 
and all the parties interested. 


Mr. STEVENS I cannot see how letting 
this thing go over to next Monday will do any 
harm. | see novreat harm to accrue to the Gov- 


ernment from accepting these bids, and I presume 
neither the Government officers nor the gentle- 
man know what these bids are. I cannot pre- 
sume that they do. 
man will allow me to postpone the resolution 
until Monday next If not, I hope the House 
will not paas it I cannot neath rstand the ob jec- 
tion to postponing the resolution until Mond: ay, 
when we shall know exactly what the bids are. 

Mr. ALLEY ° | see nothing to be gained by 
postponing; but, on the contrary, great harm will 
result, if itis any object to save a large angount 
of maney to the Government. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will 
allow me to move to postpone, 

Mr. ALLEY, Icannot. I insist upon the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. STEVENS. I hepe the House will not 
second it, 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 
$3, noes 36; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ALLey and 
Suanwon were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
eyes 56, noes 40. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put; 
and being put, the joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. SHANNON called for the reading of th 
engrossed joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER stated that the joint resolution 
not having been engrossed, it went to the Speak- 
er’s table. 

VOTES RECORDED. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of New York. | ask unan- 

imous consent of the House to record my vote on 


I hope, therefore, the gentie- | 


i v lak yesterday—that on the pas- 
ige OF the Dili lor the repeal of th fugilive siave 
Mr. ANCONA. I will not object if the same 

privilege is accorded to me. | was absent yvester- 


cdav uncer the } npression that ] was paired, 
Mr. ARNOLD. I ask the same privilege. 
No Objection was made, 
Mr. ARNOLD and Mr. KELLOGG, of New 
Yo k, voted *fay.’’ 
Mr. ANCONA voted “‘no.’”’ 


Mr. EENTON. 1 was obliged to leave the | 


House yesterday afternoon in consequence of ill- 


health, and my colleegue [Mr. Srzeve] kindly 
paired with me on the vill to repeal the fugitive 
ive law. Weare both present now,and | ask 
that we have leave of the House to record our 
votes, 
No objection was made, 


Mr. FENTON voted in the affirmative,and Mr. 
Streece,. of New York, in the negative. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa, by unanimous con- 
sent, changed his vote from the negative to the 
affirmative on the resolution reported from the 
Committee of Elections declaring Mr. Jayne not 
to be entitled to a seat as Delegate from Dakota. 

SALES OF GOLD. 

Mr. HOOPER called for the regular order of 
wWuUuStTileE 3. 

The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 
business to be the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
106) to prohibit certain sales of gold and fore ign 
exchange, coming up as un finished business 

Mr. FER NANDO WOOD. Will the aici. 
man from Massachusetts withdraw the previous 
question long enough to allord me an opportu- 
nity of saying a few words on this bill prohibit- 
ing the sales of gold? 

The SPEAKER, It is notin the power of the 
ventlieman from Massachusetts to do it. The 
previous question was sustained on the third read- 
ing of the bill, which cut off debate, and a motion 
was then made to lay the bill on the table, which 
wasalso undebatable. The gentleman can speak 
now only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I wasabsent from 
the House when this bill was under considera- 
tion last week. 
heard upon it, and | would like to say what | 
have to say now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
condition of the question, After the previous 


question was sustained on the third reading of 


the bill, a motion was made to lay the bill on the 
table, which prevailed. A motion was then en- 
tered to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
laid upon the table; and a motion has been made 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. In 
this state of the question the gentleman from 
New York asks leave to speak for a few minutes. 
Is there objection ? 

Mr. SP ALDING. I object. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 63, nays 79, not voting 39; as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Meessrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Augus- 


tus ©. Baldwin, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Coffroth, Cox, 
Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eu- 
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Patterson, Perry, Pomeroy, William H. Randall, Edw 


ard H 
Ral , Jin s 3. Rollins, Stebbins, Voorhees Vard, Biih 
B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wiuafield, Be 
Wood, al Y eaman—v9. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to pp». 


consider on the table. 

Mr. W. J. ALLEN stated (during the yo\). 
call) that he was paired with his colleagues » Mr 
W ASHBURNE. 

The question recurred on the motion to re, 


sider the vote by which the bill and ame deine: nts 


-were laid upon the table. 


‘The question was put; and the motion to recop. 


! sider prevailed. 


The question recurred on laying the bill anq 
amendments on the table. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Will the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper] with. 
draw the previous question to enable me to sy! 
mit a few remarks? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetts cannot withdraw it, as the House has 
ordered the main question. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Leask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to speak for ten min- 
utes on the bill. 

Mr. SPALDING. I object. 

The question was taken; and the House re. 
fused to lay the bill and amendments oni the table 

The question recurred on the amendment pr ro- 
pose -d by Mr. Hooper, in the nature of a sub- 
stitute for th first section, as follows: 

That it shall be unlawful to make any contract for th 
purchase or sale or delivery of any gold coin or bullion tw 
be delivered on any day subsequent to the day of making 
such contract, or for the payment of any sum, either fixed 
or contingent, in default of the delivery of any gold coin or 
bullion, or to make such contract upon any other terms 
than the actual delivery of such gold coin or bullion, and 
the payment in full of the agreed price thereof, on the lay 
on Which such contract is made, in United States votes or 
national currency, and not otherwise; or to make Tih) 
contract for the purchase or sale or delivery of any foreig 
exchange to be delivered at any time beyond ten days sub 


sequent to the making of such contract; or for the pay 


1 desire an opportunity to be | 


ment of any sum, either fixed or contingent, in default of 
the delivery of any foreign exchange, Or upon any other 
terms than the actual delivery of such foreign exc 
within ten days from the making of such contract, and tly 
immediate payment in tull of the agreed price thereol, on 
the day of delivery, in United States notes or national cur 
rency; or to make any contract whatever for the sale or 
delivery of any gold coin or bullion of which the person 
making such contract shall not, at the time of making the 
same, os in actual possession. And it shall be iwial 
to make any loan of money or currency not being in coin 
to be repaid in coin or bullion, or to make any loan of coin 
or bullion to be repaid in money orcurrency otber than coir 


And on the amendment to the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Davis, of New York, to add t! 
lowing proviso: 


Provided, however, That during the operation of this act 
the laws of trade and the law of gravitation be, aid thie) 
are hereby, suspended. . 


Mr. HOOPER. I propose to modify my 


| amendment. 


glish, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hale, Harding, Harrington, |} 


Charies M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Hutchins, 
Philip Johnson, William Johuson, Kernan, King, Knapp, 
Law, Lazear, Le Bloud, Mailory, Marey, McDowell, 
McKinney, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Joon O'Neill, Pendlewon, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J. Ran 
dail, Robinson, Rogers, Ross, Scou, John B. Steele, Wil- 
liam G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, 
Tracy, Wadsworth, Wheeler, Chilton A.White, Joseph W. 
White, and Fernando Wood—63. 

NAY S— Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, Blair, Blow, 
Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Lg roach & Da- 
vis, Ds iwes, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Ex “kle y, Eliot, Farns- 
worth, Fentou, Frank, Garfieid, Hooper, Hote hkiss, Asahel 
V. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulb urd, Ingersoll, Julian, 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Littlejohn, 
Loan, Longyear, Marvin, MeClurg, MecIndoe, Samuel F. 
Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Norton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Perham, Pike, Price, Alex- 
ander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, 
Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spaiding, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, 
Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Webster, Whaley, Williams, 
Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—79. 

NOT VOTING—Messars. William J. Allen, Baxter, Bliss, 
William G. Brown, Chanler, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Dem- 


ing, Dumont, Finck, Gooch, Grinnell, Hall, Benjamin G. | 


ilarris, Jenckes, Kalbfleisch, Kasson, Long, McAllister, 
McBride, Middleton, Daniel Morrie, Nelson, Noble, Odell, 


i 


Mr. BROOKS 

Mr. COX. 
title. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
at this stage of the bill. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a question of order 
The amendment, as read by the Clerk, is differ- 
ent from the printed amevdment of the gentieman 
from Massachusetts. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman modifi te hi 8 
amendment the other day in various partic ul 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I ask leave to 
withdraw the amendment to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only 
withdraw it by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BROOKS. I object. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Hoorer’samend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then read the third 
time. . 

Mr. HOOPER moved the previous question on 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. ANCONA demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ancona and 
ALLISON were appointed, 

wine House divided; and the tellers reported— 

s 64, noes 54. 
‘So the previous question was sec ‘onde d. 
The main question was then ordered to be put 


OVERLAND MAIL. 
Mr. ALLEY. I rise to a privileged quesuen. 


I object to any modification 
I propose to move to amend 


Mr. Ant 
The y 
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Ward H 1 move to reconsider the vote by which the joint chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of |) gentleman made a point of order, in order to ob- 
iE - relation to the continuance, for one || House bill No. 506, making anproy ti for || viate difficulties of that kind, hey might be 
; overland mail to California was or- |! sundry civil ex of Government for t t of order, they wer i ’ lt z 
el rrossed and read a third time. ye rendit o J ine? ), 1865, iforother j \\ iu , d « i ne item il 
. " ] motion was entered. On motion of Mr. STEVENS, ( ' ee Way i s \ 
: oe * : ; consent th first reading f the bill we I sed @ud. As there were some 1 1 arn in) tinat 
: SALES OF GOLD——AGAIN. ’ i ‘ 
! ° : \ so 2 With, \\ i l and its i too t 
ie, Mr The qu stion being on the passage of the bill, The CHAIRMAN announced that io : 
7, demanded the yeasand nays. aae Fa etal gs ' ‘ ; ro ana : 
Mr. ANCONA a heii 7 would be read by sections for amendment. Mr. HOLMAN. One question and answer 
“he On- The yeas ane ae k r ‘it ee decided i Mr. HOLMAN. Before the reading of th will settie all | desire to obtain lask the gen- 
ene The quest ras taken; ant was decided in l¢ c ) : > 
uments [he question W ata ae Sta bill for amendments is commenced I rise to mak tleman from Pennsylvania whether this bill has 
flirmative—yeas 7 é 2 43; ae Wo ee ; , es . 
firmative—y ’ y ’ 5 ||} an Inquiry of the Chair. Some time ago a bill been framed in strict conformity to the rules of 
TeCOn- follows: rag brought bef, 1 ee al ee ' ¢ : 
| 4s was brougit before the House by the gwentieman the H use In relerence to what ¢ rr atiol 
i: AS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar- || ¢. gee we ts oe NS . et a ; hat appropriation 
' VE ¢ john D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens] from the Com- |; bills ought to be? 
i] = : ey, Jo » bi y Bar ’ aman, ‘ y aoe <n E . ; oe . STIWEANTS , 
it and “Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Ambrose W. || Mittee of Ways and Means, when upon the gen- Mr. STEVENS. 1 will answer that items in 
; Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Dixon, || tteman’s own motion upon its second reading it || it have been examined and sanctioned by the 
a . ’ 74 lig Y ew ie Yr | Ne . _ ‘ . , 
mente. vily, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Gar was postponed. Objection was made to the second || Committee of Ways and Means 
} with. Gooch, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Join ‘aadine of the. bill for the parpose of #i i Mr. HOLMAN. Id ose oy \ 
to sui 4. Hubbard. Hulburd, Ingersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kelley, reading of the bill for the purpose of giving o VET. 2MckuN, 2 GO not think that the gen- 
vee” : -\W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Littlejohn, Loan, || Opportunity of gmakir & certain points of order tleman anwers my obj ction. The ol jeclion to 
Mi ir. Marvin, McClurg. Samuel F. nee, Moorhead, ||} upon provisions in that bill, and upon the sug- || the other bill was that it contained appropriations 
1 Mas- rris s ‘rs, Leon: Myers, Nort . a5 “. t : 
7 ee Neill “Onh Shauiea, Wachee: Oe e ", || gestion of the gentleman from Pernsylvania its |} not authorized by the rules of the House. I ask 
ise lag ( es O ell, ’ 5 ets , , . 3 ~ *y Ice, i »a4 on 4 mo Yo ; > aagaa : _ | 9 . . ade . 1. ngs t, . 
Alexande rH. Rice, John H. Rice, Schenck, Scofield, Shan- | consid ration was at that time passed over. | whether in this revision to which he refers those 
Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Subsequently, the bill which I hold in my hand portions of the bill which he reported himself, and 
unan- ater r alka ” rebste 7 vy W i As ae : | 
an Thaver, | peon, Van Vai uburgh, Webster, Whaley, Wil- || was brought before the House not by the Com- || to which the objection was made that they were 
‘N Min- jor Wilson, and indom—76. | itt Pe Me | | 4 neh : , 7 : : Ile aise 
r, Wi ; ; tee ays a Means gventlems ) priate priati ills » st . 
t V8 Messrs, James. Ailes, Ancona, Bally, Augus- || ™!" of Way a ke ns but by a ge ntleman | notappropriate to appropriation bills, were strick 
tus C. Baldwin, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Coftlroth, Cox, || WY 18 a meme! of t aes ommittee upon his Own || en out! neon eeatm . 
” Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eng- || individual responsibility. The bill was intro- Mr. STEVENS. Iam not able to judge how 
5e€ . Sy ! trider, Griswe ale raltave | . : . 4 na f; . Fr . ror ] . “o] 
a Fin ora ay ii et , ee, r- |} duced, and by order of the Hlouse referred to the || far the Speaker would have decided some of these 
Pe labile ington. Charles ° arris, errick, olman, utehins, || Comr itt ft \ 7} ) t P T : sla a 5 . ’ 
ing ; : : : mt © 1e hole » state of the yn , sb tains some items 
pa Pip Johnson, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, || CO™ nittee of the Whole on the state of he Union || to be in order. This t ill contains some item 1 
4 Kina p. Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Mallory, Marey, McDow on Monday morning last during the morning hour have never assented to, although the majority of 
2 Sub- —™ rou so ; P : fop ¥ ‘ 7 y } 
. Mckinney, Wiliam H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morri- || on the call of the States for resolutions and the || the Committee of Ways and Means have sanc- 
ae > ‘ ». we e. . 8 ett > ; i} - * } , 1 
son, Pendl aaa eee eae eae 1} introduction of bills on leave. tioned them. I will not say that they are not in 
for the son. Rogers, Ross, Scott, Jolin B. Steele, HiiiaimG, Steele, | a : aoe , ee a ae eats Wee see ee ' Ae ea : a ii . 
sion t stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Tracy, Wads | ; I submit that this Is Introducing . ps W prac- order, but they are items for which I will not 
making worth, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, and |} tice into the House, a practice which the ¢ om- || vote. 
er fixed Fernando Wood—62. || mittee of Waysand Means, with all the responsi- Mr. HOLMAN. AIlI have to say I can say 
’ ” ‘ secre Piliie e lice > ( ‘ . . ¢ ¢ 
! coin or NOT VOT ING —Mess o~ Wiliam J. All n. Bli » Broom bility that is upon them, having to a great extent ina single word: it 1s the first instance where a 
r terins William G. Brown, Chanter, Freeman Clarke, Clay, || “a el ve the | is of the H ee : “actic f this kind has | . | - 
on, and Creswell, Thomas T. Davis, Deming, Driggs, Dumont, |} !"! thei nares’ the business of the Ouse, ¢ aes practice of this Kind has meen resorted to to de- 
the day Grinnell, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Higby, Kasson, King, || Justily fora moment, It was known that this rive members of their rights upon this floor, 
Hotes or : Long, McAllister, McBride, MeIndoe, Middleton, Morrill, || bill contained certain provisions which could not Mr. STEVENS. I move that the first read- 
. ‘ ah IN pil - > * y | . ° e . : 3 . 
ike any N ny Noble, Odell, J hn 0 Ne ill, Perry, Pomeroy, Wil properly be incorporated into an appropriation ing of the bill bed spens d with. 
foreign liam H. Randall, Edward A. Rollins, James S. Rollins, Steb- || bill  sscdadl ‘ iets att if ite 5 page Vr. HOLMAN. lol ¥ rr ae . 
AVS sub bins, Voorhees, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. il, and genUemen at es eee rerny tone vr oe a object, ang Call 105 tae Gres 
he pay Washburn, Williams, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, Wood- || their right under the rules of the House to raise || reading of the bill. 
fault of bridge, and Yeaman—43. || points of order upon them, and it was upon that |} Mr. PENDLETON, In relation to the sub- 
Ay Outer So the bill was passed. || point that the bill was laid over on its second read- || ject under discussion [| desire to say that I intro- 
ender During the roll-eall, i ing. But, while-that bill was thus pending in the duced this Lill, and introduced itin accordance with 
Pa Mr. ALLISON stated that his colleague, Mr. | House, this bill containing the same provisions || the rules of the House last Monday morning, and 





Kasson, was detained from the House by illness. || Y8S introduced and referred here in the irregular |) it was, as under the rule it must be, referred to the 





ee Mr. HOOPER moved the previous question on || Way [ have stated; and if the proceeding is to be | Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 
fore the tite of the bill. || sustained by the House it will be seen that mem- | | am notaware there has been any evasion or any 
nlawfal Mr. COX. I move to amend thetitle by mak- || bers will in this way be deprived of their just transgression of any rule of order, 

( I 1) poe 11a . | . : ) S . , al ; vo se 
in coin ing it read “still further to depreciate the cur- || rights on this floor. Mr. BR¢ OK S. Mr. Cha rman, [ propose to 
ee rency.’? } Mr. STEVENS. Ido not know whether the | come into collision with my friend from Olio [Mr. 
AN COU ne | } . } ' 
z Tie SPEAKER. If the previous question be || gendeman has made a point of order or not. PENDLETON} on this bill, in order to call the at- 
cmaes, not seconded, the amendment will be in order. || | Mr. HOLMAN. I cannot raise a point of or- | tention of the Hor se more particularly to the ex- 
The previous question was seconded and the || der on this bill. It is here In committee by the traordinary mode ot iegisi tion While n hes sprung 
‘ main question ordered, which was on agreeing || order of the House. The hi story of how itcame |) up in this House, by which private bills, private 
ee to the title of the bill ~ || here the gentleman very well understands. I |! claims, which cannotbe brought before the Llouse 
id they : ) 


Mr. COX. I move to amend the title of the simply rose to call the attention of the House to || in any proper and legitimate way except on re- 
vy my bill | it for the purpose of showing how gentlemen had || port by the Committee of Claims, are put into 
lily | 


anes ° . . tt ' - : 
The SPEAKER. No amendmentis in order been deprived of their rights of raising questions || appropriation bills, and then forced through as 
s As . x , , ? 


| 
ation the previous question having been ordered. | of order upon provisions that are improperly in | coming from the Committee of Ways and Me ans 
id the Mr. COX. [rise to a question of order. In || ne OI as if in regular order. - were to make these 
the first place I gave notice of my intention to || Mr. STEVENS. 1 have only to say that the || remarks to apply to the other side of the House, 
onder amend this title long before the previous question || bill to which the gentleman refers will come up they would not have that force as whe nt make 
was called; but I waive that, and raise another | In its turn, Phis | ill, contains some of the pro- || them on a gent man who isa political aSSOK late 
order point of order. I submit that the Constitution || Visions of that bill and some important ones, but | of mine, ostensibly the father of nis Silt, alinouga 
aiffer- requires that the titleof each bill shall express the || that bill contains some provisions that are n tin |) itcomes from the ¢ omimittee of Waysaud M als. 
leman object and purpose of it. Now, the object and || this. This bill came into the House in a legiti- ] call the attention of this House to the Jast 


effect of this bill is to depreciate the currency of || Mate way. It has been referred by the House to |) section of the bill. It provides that the ninth sec- 


ed his the country and embarrass the commerce of the the Committee of the W hole on the state of the tion of the act m king appropriations for sundry 
ulars. country. The title of the bill does not conform || Union, andI presume we have nothing to do but | civil expense 8 of the Gove ronment for the year 
ive to to that object, and therefore is not in order. || to consider it. ' ( nding June 30, 1364, and for the year ending 
it. The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the | Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the gentieman ire m June 30, 1563, and for other purposes, approved: 
only question of order. The gentleman from Ohio did \| Pennsylvania if it is not the intention to substl- March ay 1863, appro] riauing thirty per cent, of 
; give notice of his intention to move to amend the || tute this bill for the one pending in the House | the cost of eagraving the special dies tor internal 
litle, but, as the gentleman from Ohio very well || Upon which our points of order were to be raise d. revenue stamps, hotloexcer d in amount 920,000, 
ent to knows,the uniform practice of the Chair is to || Mr. STEVENS. I| was not here when this | be so ame nded as to enable the Secretary of the 
recognize the gentleman ‘having charge of the bill || bill was introduced. Phi Committee ot Ways Treasury to pay the SORAEOTS, Butler & Car- 
nend- atevery stage, | and Means had nothing to do with its introduc- penter, the sum of $20,000 in full a claima tor 
The title of the bill was passed. || tion, and we have nothing to do now but to-con- || indemnity. Ldo not know who Butler & Car- 
third Mr. HOOPER moved to reconsider the vote by | sider it. , penter are. [ presume that hey 2Ste. AR ene 
, which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay || Mr. HOLMAN. As faras myexperience iscon- || doubted right to this money, ot this appropriation 
onon the motion to reconsider on the table. || cerned, and gentlemen who are better acquainted would not have br en pul in the ball. ib at here is 
Tire latter motion was agreed to. 1} with procee dings here agree with me,this is the first an appropriation Dill, very item of which should 
ace we . || time an appropriation bill has ever come before || be in pursuance of some statute in order to be re- 

a and CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. the Committee of the Whole except through the |) ported from the Committee of Ways and-—— 
Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be || channel of the Committee of Ways and Means. Mr. SVEVENS. I will say that Butler & 
ee suspended, and that the House resolve itself into || It is made their duty by law to report it within | Carpenter are persons who are engaged in print 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || a certain time, or report their reasons for not re- | ing stamps for the Government, and this item was 
nion upon House bill No. 506. || porting it. passed in pursuance of the request of the T'reas- 
: put. he motion was agreed to. Mr. STEVENS. The items in this bill are |) ury Department. The whole matter wa ib- 


So the rules were suspended; and the House || some of the items of the bill to which the gentle- | mitted to and acted on by the Committee of Ways 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole || man objected, und were therefore passed on by and Means. : 
jun, on the state of the Union, (Mr. Moxaixe in the || the Committee of Ways and Means. As the Mr. BROOKS. The legitimate way of doing 
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HUsIT i not that these t nicatior shall 
| ids i to Comn of Way ind 
M ' 17 
Rees ' f 

vi PEVEN I forn 
t 'y | \ | t dt en { 
to ( m tee of W y ind Me n 

Vr. BROOKS 11 r the gentleman’s pardon. 
W | isn ) fthe Committee of Ways 


and Means we never received any communica 
tror from the De partments a kine for appropri 


iker of the House, 





ntions ¢ ept through the Spe 

and the reason was that when communications 
! 1 the Speaker they were made matter of 
re 1, while these communications which are 
brought before the Ways and Means Committee 
ire not matters of record, and not hereafter to be 
known in the public history of the country. 


Mr. STEVENS The gentleman will remem- 
her that , when he and I 
were young men: but now we are old foe 

Mr. BROOKS. Oh! for those old happy days 


once more, 


that was in old times 


Mr.STEVENS. I should beh ippy if we could 
gro back. I would go back thirty year If the 
gentleman will consult the rules, he will there find 
communications spoken of sent by the Depart- 
ments to the committer 

Mr. BROOKS I speak as an old fory and a 
an antiquarian of tl louse 3; one who has 
been aboutthis House for thirty years—and I say 
from observation and knowledve that in the be t 


ter days of the Republic appropriations intended 
for private purpose for contractors or individ 
ual nevercame throuch the Committee of Ways 
ind Meat and in those baa dh ver the Sec 
retaries wished to carry propriations, their let- 
ters were addressed seitien os ritimate organ of this 


Hlouse, the Speaker, and not to the 
any other gentleman of the Wa 
Committers 

Ther arture from the old practice 
is that now in these latter days of the Republic 
whenever 1 way throuch 
House the Com- 
mittee of Claims or the Committee on Expendi- 


chairman or 


ys and Means 


ilt of a dey 


an ol ject cannot force its 


the legitimate channels of the 


ture 8, or some oth: r of the ¢ ymmittees of thi 
Hlouse, it forms a combination or association by 
which, linkine itself with other appropriation 


ii works its way through the Ways and Means 


in yryhe ) hey have toy port, 
has » | find in this bill anoth: rprivate claim. 
Ido not know but that it is just and right; I 


am bound to presume it is, b cause itis here. It 
Is AN appropriation of $200,000 for Dr. Morton 
for the d very and introduction of the anzs 
thetic agent, and for its use in the Armv and 
Navy of the United States. What ante edent 
law 1s there which entitles this claim to appear 


in this appropriation bill? And to illustrate my 
idea more explicitly, | desire to say that the 
Ways and Means ¢ , in ts legitimate 


action, is butthe clerk of the House to re port ap- 


committer 


propriations which are provided for by law, and 


ith noreht in the ‘cise of its powers to 


wander off into other purposes whatever, unl 

especially instructed. Its legitimate duty is but 
to make a record of the result of law. Itis but 
to embody in appropriations the public statutes 
and enactments, and when it ror ‘be yond that it 
steps into a sphere most dangerous to the public 


good, while it arrogates 


for itself substantially 
the monopoly of the legislation of this House 


Sir, that committee has already too much of 


the pablic busine to transact without appro 
priating to itself any of these outside works. It 
services are vast, Its powers are vast, even when 
levitimately exercised. And | avail myself of 
this opportunity to say that the committee oucht 
to be broken up into three separate divisions at 


least committee on curr 
internal revenue, and a committee on the tariff. 
The Ways and Means take the clerk-like duties 
of reporting statute appropriauons. But the 
tendency of illegitimate action now is to absorb 
ommitteesof the House. The right 
of the Ways and Mi Committee at any time 
and on mtoavailitselfof the privilege 
to report, absorbs the whole political and leet 

lative power of the House, and conceatrates and 

all into the 


ney, a committee on 


f I the othe r¢ 


ny oeccasli 


throws it hands of that committee. 
Hereis my honorable friend from Massachusetts 
at my right, (Mr. Auiey,] who, as ial of the 


Devannianes e on the Post Office and Post Roads, has 
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heen seeking for an opportunity to reporta bill 
from that committee; and here are the heads of 
I ne le not !t ! ni I 
! 1 ! legitim business befor 
House; so that in all probability the onl; 
ys and means by which they can this session 
effect their object is to hitch their measures to 
me ay ropriation bill, or bee the Ways and 


Means Committee to let them come within some 
report from that committe 

| protest action in the Flouse; I 
protest against putting private claims into public 

propriation bills; and I protest against this 
mode and manner of reporting a bill. In my 
judgment a bill was actedupon this morning (the 
gold bill)j—I do not say through the Ways and 
Means Committee, but under its influence and 
authority—which would not have been sanctioned 
by the sound sense of the House if it had had 
opportunity to act freely upon it. But avail- 
ing itself of the sanction of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and under its protection, the 
bill cS 1S pa sed through by aparty vote,ina rood 
degree wre a large portion of that (the Re- 
publican) side of the House, not all. The bill 
could not have made any progress atall from any 
other committee of the House, nor progress even 
from that committee, if any debate had been 
allowed upon the subject. 

But before I sit down I beg leave once more to 
refer to the original practice of the Republic in 
those glorious haleyon days when purity reigned 
throuch all the De eens of the Government, 
and when private bills a not be forced into 
appropriation bills by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Let us return to them, in our con- 
rressional action, as soon as possible. The forms, 
the precedents, the principles of our fathers, in 
their legislation, as well as in constitutional con- 
struction, alone, alone can save the Republic. 
And [| tell the gentleman from Pennsylvania that 
the sooner we cease to be old and become young 
again as legislators, 


against this 


the times, and the more we retrace our steps to 
the steps of our forefathers, the more will poster- 
ity revere our services, and the higher shall we 
stand on the records of history. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, this bill seems 
not to have been reported by the Committee of 
Waysand Means, but to have been introduced by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. PenpLeton] on 
his own motion. The subject-matter of the bill 
has been passed upon by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and that committee reported a bill 
House. In regard to that bill the right to 
raise questions of order pertinent to the bill was 
This bill having been introduced in 
the manner in which if was, and referred to the 
committee, no such reservation existed. Conse- 
quently all members who might desire to reach 
any improper appropriations in the bill by a 
question of order are deprived of that privilege. 
For the purpose of going back to the bill reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, embrac- 
ing these same appropriations, and in order that 
the House yoay avail itself of the right to raise 
questions of order pertinent to the appropriations 
reported in the bill, | move to strike out the enact- 
ing claus 

T! CH AIRMAN. That motion will take 
precedence of all motions to amend. 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Chairman, I had no 
knowledge of the bill now before the House, in- 
troduced by the gentleman from Ohio, my col- 
learue onthe Committee of the Ways and Me ans, 
until this morning 

Mr. STEVENS. Trisctoa question of ord: 
merely to ask whether, if that motion be 
tived by the House, it prevents any amendment 
of the bill. 

ie CHAIRMAN. It does. 

Mr. WILSON. To relieve the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania of any doubt on that point I will 
say that the motion will not be rejected, and that 
the House can then reach the other bill by points 
of order, and amend it as the House may deem | 
proper. 

Mr. STEVENS. The House will see the im- | 
propriety and danger of this 
things in this bill which the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union would perhaps 
notagree to; and yet w 
sity, if this motion shall prevail in committee and 


to the 


reserve d. 


nega- 


NAL GLOBE. 


ee June 14 
Mr. WILSON. 


It will not fail in the Ho, 
Mr. DAWES. 


Can we not then take the o: 
Mr. STEVENS. No, sir: this or none, 
Mr. FEN a I only wish to remark, ) 
Chairman, that I desire that the benefit of , 
points of te 88 raised by the gentleman fron “f, 
diana (Mr. Houtman] shall not be lost, for +) 
reason that | am opposed to some provision 
the bill reported, and to which | think the a 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana was Sins ted 
And I shall favor the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana if we do not, by its adoption 
the opportunity of amending the bill. 

The question was takenon Mr. Wirsow’s mo- 


! 
» }OS8¢ 


| tion; and it was agreed to. 


So the enacting clause was struck out. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the committee 
now rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and_ the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Morart, 


| reported thatthe Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union had had under consideration 
House bill No. 506, making appropriations for 
the civil expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1865, and had instructed him to 


| report back the same to the House, with a rec- 


ommendation that the enacting clause be struck 


| out. 


the less we go in advance of | 


froth, Creswell, 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enro!] led 
Bills, report das truly enrolled bills of the f 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H.R. No. 198) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
June 30, 1865, and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. No. 383) to incorporate tly 
Home for Friendless Women and Children; and 

An act to empower the Superannuated Fund 
Society of the Maryland Annual Conference to 


| hold property in the District of Columbia. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL—-AGAIN. 


The question being on striking out the ens 


| ing clause of the c ivil appropriation bill, 


Mr. STEVENS called for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX. I would like toask the Chair what 
will be the effect of confirming that which 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Uni 
has done. 

The SPEAKER. Theeffect will be the 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. COX. And what will be the effect on ¢! 
billif the House should refuse to strike out th: 
enacting clause? 

The SPEAKER. 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of th: 
Union be not concurred in, it will, by the ru 
adopted in 1860, be recommitted to the Comm: 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole on th 
state of the Union does not interfere at all with 
the bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means before the House. 

The SPEAKER. That bill is not now befor 
the House. It only rejects this bill. 

The question was taken on concurring in the 
recommendation of the Committee of the Whol 
on the state of the Union; and it was decided 
the affirmative—yeas 73, nays 67, not voting 41; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, Ames, A 
John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blair, Boutwell, Boyd, Brooks 
Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, ¢ 
Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Dawson. D 
nelly, Eckley, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Engtish. | 
worth, Frank, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Harding, H 
oom: Charles M. Harris, rue k, Higby, Hoiman, H 


kiss, Asahe! W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hut 
Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Francis V 


Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, King, Knapp, Loan 
Longyear, Samuel F. Miller, William H. Miller, M 
| head, Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, Morrison, © 
John O'Neill, Pike, Price, Radford, Jolin H. Ric 
son, Seott, Smitivers, Spaldin g, Jolin B. Steele, will un G 
Steele, Stiles, Thayer, Upson, Williams, and Wil 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Allison, Aucona, A 


There are some || 
1 


fail in the House, of taking the whole or nothing. || 


» will be under the neces- | Le Blond, Mallory, 
| 


derson, Baily. Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, Blaine, | 
Brandegee, James 8. Brown, Cole, Cox, Cravens, Det 
Dixon, Diig Eliot, Fenton, Finek, Grider, G 
Hale, Hulourd anne rsoll, Jenckes, Kelley, Law, Laz 
Marey, Marvin, MeDoweil, M 
Amos Myers, Norton, ‘Charles O’Neili, Orth, Patterse 
Pendleton, Perham, Samuel J. Randall, Alexander te} 
Rogers, Ross, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, tes 


If the recommendation of 


The adoption of the recom- 
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ut, Sweat, Thomas, Tracy, Van Valkenburgh, 


~ al Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A 
W “wis ae ae Wilder, Windom, Fernanda 
. Wo idge bie 
, ; STING Messrs. Arnold, Bliss, William G. 
hauler, Clay, Henry Winter Davis, Deming, Du 
( ell, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Hooper, Julian, 
each rit obn. Loug, Me Allister, MeBride, MeCturg, 
- e. Mchinney, Middleton, Leonard Mvers, Nelson, 
. Perry, Pomeroy, Pruyn, William H. Randall, Ed 
: H. kk n=, James S. Rollins, Smith, Starr, Stebbins, 


=. Ward. Elihu B. Washburae, William B. Wash- 

Winfield, Benjamin Wood, and Yeaman—4l. 

So the enacting clause of the bill was stricken 
out. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. MORRILL said: I desire to ask for inform- 
ation Whether if the House should vote not to 
cirike out the enacting clause of the bill the bill 
would be open to amendment when its consider- 
ation should be resumed in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. It would be. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Could points of order be 
made on the bill? 

The SPEAKER. A point of order can be made 
on amendments in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, but not on the bill itself. 

The result of the vote was announced as above 
recorded. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the enacting clause of the bill was stricken 
out; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
8 der on the table. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, demanded the 
reas and nays. 

Mr. STEVEN 
and nays. 

Mr. WILSON withdrew his motion. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the enacting clause 
was stricken out, 

Mr. UPSON moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yens and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FENTON. 
consideration of the special order? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 


YS called for tellers on the yeas 


Has the hour arrived for the | 


THE 
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the aflirmative—yeas 85, nays 49, not-voting 47; | 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blair, Boutwell, 
Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, 


Cobb, Coffroth, Cox, Creswell, Thomas T. Davis, Dawson, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eng 


lish, Farnsworth, Frank, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Hard- 

g, Harrington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Hol 
man, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John Ul. Hubbard, 
Hutchins, Philip Johnsou, William Johnson, Julian, Kalb 
fleisch, Orlando Kellogg, King, Knapp, Lazear, Le Blond, 
Loan, Longyear, Marcy, McDowell, McIndoe, Samuel F. 
Miller, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, Morri- 
son, Odell, Johu O'Neill, Pike, Pruyn, Radford, John I. 
Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Scott, Sloan, Smithers, Spalding, 

rr, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse. 
Stuart, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Joseph W. White, Wil 
liams, and Wilson—85. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ancona, Baily, Augustus C. 


Baldwin, Baxter, Blaine, Blow, James 8S. Brown, Chauler, | 


Cole, Denison, Dixon, Bhot, Fenton, Finck, Grider, Gris- 
wold, Hulburd, Jenckes, Kelley, Law, Littlejoin, Maliory, 
Marvin, MeBride, McClurg, Morrill, Leonard Myers, Nor- 
ton, Charles O’ Neill, Orth, Patterson, Pe ndleton, Perh: am, 
Alexander H. Riee, Ross, Schene k. Scofield, Shannon, 
Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Webster, Wha 
ley, Wheeler, Wilder, Windom, Fernando Wood, and 
W ood bridge—49, 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ames, Bliss, 
William G. Brown, Freeman Clarke. C! iy, Cravens, Henry 
Winter Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dumont, Grinnell, Hale, 
Hall, Benjamin G. Harris. Hooper, Ingersoll, Kasson, Fran- 
cis W. Kellogg, Kernan, Long, 
Middieton, William H. Miller, Amos Myers, Nelson, No 
ble, Perry, Pomeroy, Price, Samuel J. Randall, Willian 
H. Randall, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Smith, 
Stebbins, Stevens, Sweat, Voorhees, Ward, Elilu B. 
Washburne, William B. Washburn, Chilton A. White, 
Winfield, Benjamin Wood, and Yeaman—47. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


McAllister, McKinney, | 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business | 


in orde r 


resolution No. 16, proposing amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States, on which the 
gentieman from California (Mr. Higsy] was en- 
Utled to the floor. 

Mr. PRUYN. Sy an arrangement with the 
gentleman from California he has agreed to let 
me precede him. 


vas the special order, being Senate joint 








yOrnt resolution, andtnatit 


| committee of conference 


CONGRESSION 


EVENING SESSIONS. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Lask the gentleman to yield 


to meforamoment. Itist inderstanding that 
this day shall be devoted to the discussion of thi 


shali continue 
row until four o’clock, when the vote is to be 
taken. In order to afford all gentlemen an op 
portunity of being heard heard, 
lL move that we slall to-day take a recess from 
five o’clock until half past seven, in order 
a night se ssion for debate only. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. STEVENS. lLask that to-morrow or the 
next day a recess be taken for the purpose of con- 
sidering the Pacific railroad bill during the even- 
ing session, so that it will not interfere with the 
day business. 

‘The SPEAKER. TheChair will state that it 
would require unanimous consent to set apart to- 
morrow evening for the consideration of the Pa- 
cific railroad proposition, but if the House shall 
take a recess to-morrow the first business at the 


who de Sire to be 


to have 


| evening session will be that of the morning hour, 


and the Pacific railroad bill will be the first ques- 
tion. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
ordered, 
past four o’clock to half past seven o’clock, p.m 

Mr. HOLMAN. That does notinclude to-day, 
as we have agreed to take a recess at five o’olock. 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. STEVENS. I propose these night ses- 
sions for the transaction of business. 

The SPEAKER. The session this evening 
has been set apart for debate. 

There was no objection, and Mr. 


I move that, until otherwise 


STEVENS’S 


|} motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIA TION BILL—AGAIN. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to recommit to the 
Committee of Ways and Means the civil and 
miscellaneous appropriation bill, with the view, 
I am frank to say, of taking the vote of the 
House as instructions to that committee to strike 
out everything not provided for by | aw. 

There was no objection, and it was agreed to 
accordingly. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Hickey, its Chief Clerk, notifying the House that 
that body had passed bills of the following titles 
without amendment: 

An act (H. R. No. 486) to amend an act enti- 
tled **An act to provide a temporary government 
for the Territory of Idaho,’’ approved March 3, 
1863; and ” 

An act (H. R. No. 504) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to sell the marine hospital 
at Chicago, Illinois, and to purchase a new site 
and build a new hospital. 

And the following with amendments, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House: 

An act (H. R. No. 450) to provide for the re- 
pair and preservation of certain public works of 
the United States. 

Also, that it had passed a joint resolution and 
bill of the following titles, in which he was di- 
rected to ask the concurrence of the House: 

A joint resolution (S. No 
entitled ** An act extending the time for the com- 
pletion of the Marquette and Ontonagon railroad 
of the State of Michigan; and 

An act (S. No. 306) to grant to the State of 
California certain lands for State prison purposes 

Also, that it had agreed to the report of tl 


. 64) to amend an act 


on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on bill of the House No. 40, 
mi king appropriations for the consular and dipio- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending 30th June, 1865. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY—AGAIN. 
Mr. HIGBY. I 


business, and I yield to the gentleman from New 


York, [Mr. Pruyn.] 

Mr. PRUYN. For the first time in our his 
tory it 1s now pi sed to make a change in th 
Constitution w h. if effect , Will interfere with 


the reserved rights of the States. ‘This question 
is presented in the midstof a great struggle which 


demands all the power end cnergies and thought 
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the House shall take a recess from half 


|} mon Governmentthereby establis 


call for the recular order of 


of the country, and when a large number of tne 
Siates, and those most deeply to be affected by 
contemplated change, are not represented 
cither Elouse of Congress. It has been one 
the great drawbacks under which the country has 
bored in its pre that the time and 
attention of the Admin:stration and its friend 

have been so larg ‘ly devoted to questions of social 
reform in the condition of the slave population of 
the South, alienating thereby the friends of the 
Union in those States and embarrassing their re- 
turn to their allegiance, while they should have 
devoted theirenergies to the great work and duty 
before them, leaving other questions until the re- 
bellion should have been suppressed. Had this 
latter course been thorou vhiy and faithfully pur- 

sued and a sincere respect exhibited for the spirit 
of the Constitution and the rights of the States, 
the contest would, in my judgment, 
have ended. Those who are to write the history 
of the present time will look back with astonish- 

ment at the course of an Administration which, 
while ostensibly engaged in putt ing down the re 
bellion, did so much to keep it alive, and, while 
calling on the people of he South to return to 
their allegiance, did so much to drive them stil! 
further into resistance. ‘These thoughts properly 
lead to a consideration of the expediency of the 
measure before us. That this is not the time to 
act upon it, and that it is inexpedient now to con- 
sider it, has been well shown in the very clear re- 


sent troubles 


long Yr since 


| marksof my colleague,{Mr.Herrick,] and others 
| no doubt will add to what he has said. 


I will, 
however, entirely pass by this part of the sub- 
ject, and with it all consider: tion of the — ry 
question, wishing only to present very briefly 
some remarks as to the power of Congress to take 
the action now proposed, and toshow ies we have 
no right to iniuate the measure under considera- 
tion. 

Atthe time of the adoption of the Constitution 
of the United States the several States were in- 
dependent sovereignties, each claiming and exer- 
cising the full attributes of sovereignty under 
constitutions or forms of government which they 
had respectively established or recognized. The 
Cc eaantitebias was a grant of powe r by these sover- 
eignties, eac h ae ting for itself severally, as ap 
pears by the express terms of the instrument, and 
cach retaining eve ry attribute and power not thus 
granted, and that this might not rest on implica- 
tion only ’ howe vere le ar and strong,it Was 80 ex 
pressly declared by one of the amendments to 
the Constitution, insisted upon by some of the 
States at the time of its adoption, and forthwith 
assented to by the others. ‘The reserved rights 
of the States, as they are often called—more pro} 
erly their inherent original rights of sovereignty 
nol; erante d under the Consutut m to the ee 
hed—it will thus 
be seen are in no manner impaired or affects : DY 
that instrument, but belong to and remain with 
the States respectively as fully and entirely as if 
it did not exist. 

I admit that the Constitution should be liberally 
construed for the purposes for which it was estab- 
lished, but I deny that it can be constructively 
enlarged, or that under the pretense of amending 
it, we can go outside of the terms and of the spirit 


the grant, and draw within its grasp subject 


with which it does not deal, and which have been 
expressly declared to be beyond its reach. ‘T'} 

is not the legitimate meaning of the powe to 
amend; sucha power would be one to originate— 
to create—to establish The right remat i with 
the States severally to regulate their interr il 
affairs each in its own w iy, and according to its 
own views of rightand duty. ‘The relations of 
parentand child, of master rnd servant; the law 
of marriage; the mode of alienating property; 
the law of descent; in short, nost all that con- 


cerned the social relations, and the every-day Jlife 
and pursuits of the great body of the were 
left to be regulated by each State as it chose 

The States were nota . 
and they were notin any way yielded, and trom 


i 
speople, 


ked to give up these rights 


the history of the time there can be no dou 

that had it been proposed to give this large « 

of pow en to the General Government the Cor 
tution would never have been ado ted. 
Let us s ippose that it had been distinetly de- 
ire lL by the Constitution, : adopted by t Lo 


vention which formed it, that the powers remain- 
ing in and not granted by the States respectively 
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might at any time be delevated or transferred to 


in Crener (x \ ronment, naer the set ” au 
{ ? im ( il l d 
or W am f i 
ce ' ‘ i ( vA 
| to V v. 1 i iV Y 
tri tion of ‘ ul } tate requ | 
pucituis ) ! Or had it en pro ed to 
adid to th vn ment d ul r the powers not 
ranted to the United States to be reserved to the 
States, a proviso thatthis should not interfere with 
the right of the General Government to absorb 
any of those powers by future amendments, car 
it be beheved that it would have been adopted 
a9 ' tory of the time , and the debates alre dy 
referred to, pronounce a most emphatic negat 

It may be d that the« I make v Id 
fy y evenif I} the i nuld nttoanew 
eau to be added to ie ¢ ! My ! 
swer ia that such an nt would be wood 1 y 
way of amendment, t new or further grant 
of power 

Twelve amendments to the Ce titution hav 
been m the I ten aim { muitaneot 5 
W iit id Th Vy ar ae itor und re 
strictive, contal t rreat of the 
I rf R ri T) ( it d twe hamend 
ments wer lopted a few year ubsequently 
The elevent! 0 idicial powers, | a re 
f ictive The we nop more def itely 
than before the mode of ¢ tine the elector il vote 
and of conducting the ¢ nfor President and 
Vice Pp j t ler th rov ns of the Cor 
Ferve ci wit i ince de il 5 dt I t 
ive, or rerulat the exe! e of nowers already 
rt !,and do notenlarge the powers of the Gen- 
eral G ernmen pire the last of them was 
adopted xty years hav 1, during which 


trument has not been touched. 


But, to return to the pointl am considerine: 


Can three fourths of the States, under this power 
to amend, overturn the institutions, subvert the 
author ty, and change the condition of the othe 


States? If so,the States micht as well in the out- 
set have surre nds red all their sovereignty to the 


General Government, and the amendment declar- 


atory of their reserved rights was meaningless. 
Is there any person who will venture to claim that 
any State which adopted the Constitution placed 
to amend : 
I find that the amendment affirming the reserved 


any such construction on this power 
rights of the States was adopt d unanime usly by 
the States which voted on it, and that in Massa- 
tts it was proposed by John Hancock, pres- 
ident of the State convention, warmly approved 
by Samuel Adams, and recommended for adop- 
tion to the other St ates. (See Eliot’s Debates.) 

lam well aware, Mr. Speaker, that it is consid- 
ered by the supporters of the present Adminis- 
tration to be a great offense to speak of the re- 
served rights of the States, even in the light in 
which those rights were formerly understood by 
the people of the North of all political parties, 
I learn that three Republican Senators have re- 
cently ventured to say a word for them in the 
Senate Chamber. One of these is the venerable 
Senator from Vermont, once at the head of the 
Post Office Department; another is one of the 
Senators from New Hampshire; and the third 
a Senator from Wisconsin. What will be done 
by the Senate with the ae 


’ 


chuse 


had almost said con- 
tumacious members of their body, remains to be 
seen. Inmy opinion they deserve credit for their 
boldness and fidelity to prineiple. But if gentle- 
men will read the debates which took place in th 
State conventions held to consider the question 
the Federal Constitution, they will 
learn hew highly State institutions, State inter- 
ests, and State rights were then prized even in 
tha northern States. My friends from Massachu- 
setts especially would find that views were ad- 
vanced tn their State convention from which most 
of their statesmen of the present day have wide ly 
departed. Let us look at this point somewhat 
further. 

1} Maryland and Delaware and New Jersey 
(for this force upon 
Pennsylvania an entire chance of her domestic 
policy and institations? Can Vermont, Massa- 
chusetts, and Connecticut compel New York to 
submit to their domination over her 
affairs, and to Jay down rights at their 


of adopting 


illustrates the principle) 


internal 


bidding | 


THE 


CON 


which she never agreed to surrender? If three 
fourths of the States can tak way rights now 
I I erved t tt ) es, W it is tl 

n of their territory by other 

S | t be taken aw ly, sever | 
. Und r a doctrine State 

may | ilated and a monarchy built up. 
I'hese it may be said are extreme cases, but they 
al I iting results from the power to amend 


W med ‘The right to amend js nota right 
to extend and enlarge the powers eranted under 

ia sattaite [t was only intended through 
its instrumentality to provide for the better and 


more convenient exereise of the powers expressly 





. nted, i case def ts should be found to exist 
in the practical working of the system. The 
Imet to the manner of electing the Pres- 

id ind Vice President illustrates this view. 
lo « ! t & titution as authorizing 


’ of the States to impose upon the 
ins of Union not agreed 
yy the my wou id be a wide 

ire from its spirit, and a monstrous usurp- 
of power; and this it is vh ich we are now 


( ed mn to do; totake a further step to alien- 


th, and to embarrass 
No matter 
what the question may be, whether that of sla- 
stitution or right 


1] rede their return to the Union. 


very orof any other domesti 


reserved to the States; so long as it Is reserved, 
C | no right to interfere with it in any 
way. Let us leave it as the fathers of the Re- 

iblic left it, to each State to do what it believes 


to be just and expedient in reference to its own 
e and to its own insti 
course been pursued; had not the aggressive, un- 
tiring spirit of abolitionism, which has brought so 

ry and wretchedne&s upon the negro 
lyat work; 


tutions, 


much mist 


' ‘ 
ypulation of the South, been constant! 


emancipation would have taken placein many of 


he slave States years since,and the so-called po- 
power of slavery would have disappeared 
ong before the opening of the rebellion. Buta 
pirit of intermeddling and of false philanthropy 
has delayed this result and vosaabee vils upon our 
country which no man living can expect to see 
wholly remove d. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker, this 
IS a proposition to provide by an amendment to 
the Constitution for the abolition of slavery with- 
out compensation in all of the States in the 
Union. It will be, if adopted, a change in the 
fundamental law—a material alteration in the 
Constitution of the United States as formed by 
the founders of the Government. It is, there- 
fore, a proposition which involves considerations 
and reflections such as belong to the gravest ques- 
tions which can come before the American peo- 
ple for determination. It is whether we shall 


alter the whole structure and theory of govern- | 


ment by changing the basis upon which it rests. 
My first difficulty in assenting to the resolution 
is that this is no time for any alteration in the 
organic law. Weare now in the midst of a fear- 
ful civil war. ‘The horrid din of this conflict, the 
groans of the wounded and dying, the sad evi- 
dences of death and destruction are all around 
us. Until recently, « 

this capital, the armed enemy has presented his 
threatening hostility. The w 
ica are Involve a ly orindirectly in this dread - 
ful conflict. Reason, judgment, and that cautious 
investigation and comparison of interests, opin- 
, and prejudices necessary to a proper ad- 
justment of a nation’s welfare have been ban- 
ished by the graver realiues of war. 


ions 


io time to make or alter constitutions. Those 
who are enveloped the elemental strifes of the 


tempest or the earthquake 9 and involved in the 


ruin thus created, cannot judge of the cause or 
measure the extent of the calamity. So it is with 
the historical convulsions which have desolated 
vast regions and swept myriads to-the grave. 
‘he spectator who is himself in the midst of the 
horrors of war has seldom the coolness to dis- 
criminate and decide, with any reasonable degree 
of accuracy, as to the impelling cause of. the 
le. ‘The passions of men, the excitements 
of the contest, the temptations of ambition, av- 
arice, and fear, all tend to blind the vision and 
warp the judgments of the actors in the terrible 


strug: 


r 


drama now being performed on this continent be- 
fore the civilized world as spectators. ‘Therefore, 


ven at the very doors of 


yhole people of Amer- | 
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Had this | 


This is | 


in my opinion, thisis no time toact upont 
osition, no time to change the fundams 
Nat ns do not alter their forms of 

amid revolutions. We are 
d ngers from without and from within, 7 


now tr 


p opi earel ,an unnatural excitement, 
to the calm deliberation which an itera 
he 2 Litution requires. All our states: 


love of country, efforts at union, consolidat; 
and good-fellowship, should be devoted toa reg. 
toration of our fraternity and prosperity as 
people. 

But if a change can be made, is this suc} 
one as should be made? Itis sought through 1 
amendment to abolish at once and summarily the 
system of domestic servitude existing in one third 
of the States which came into the Union with tho 
Government and which have remained wit! 
untilnow. ‘The effects of such arevulsion in s 
an interest will be of the most wide-s; 
radical character. It will, of course, add to t 
existing sectional hostilities, and if possible ma 
the pending c onflict yet more inte ns¢ and deadly 
Mr. Speaker, | see many ange to th 


read 


g 
amendment, while I fail to find one reason in 
favor. Iam opposed to it because it aims att 
introduction of a new element over which G 
ernment shall operate. It proposes to make the 
social interests subjects for governmental acti: 
This is the introduction of a principle antag 

to that which underlies all repub Saas syst 
Our Union was made for the political rover 

‘the parties to it, for certain specified ol! 

a very general character, all of them political, and 





none of them relating to or affecting in any 

ner individual or personal interests in those things 
which touch the domestic concerns. ‘The 
feature or principle of it giving to the Fed 
power authority over them. These were reserved 
and left exclusively to the jurisdiction of the States 
and ** the people thereof.” Of this character 
the marital relations, the religious beliefs, the rig 
of eminent domain within the territoriad limit 
the States, other private property, and all matt 
purely social. Slavery where it exists is a sy 
tem of domestic labor; it is not the creature of 
law. It existed without law before this Gove 
ment was established. Itis incorporated into 
organization of socie ty as pa urt of the existing do- 
mestic regulations. It cannot be brought within 
constitutional jurisdiction any more than can any 
or either of the other private and personal interests 
referred to. 

Again, sir, the proposed amendment to abi 
slavery in the States of the Union is unjust in 
itself, a breach of good faith, and utterly irrecon- 
cilable with expediency. Itisunjust because it 
volves a tyrannical destruction of individual prop- 
erty under the plea of a legitimate exercise of the 
functions of Government. Itisin theory the idea 
which has been derived from despotism and t 
notions of feudal powers that Governments are 
omnipotent, and draw within their sphere all that 
belongs to the individual, even the liberty of 
thought, speech, and conscience. This is anim- 
pious dogma of the past which should be r li. 
ated, as opposed to the fundamental aims 
eo Constitution of ourGovernment. ‘il 

sence of aconstitution is protec tion of indivi l I ial 

ights, and in popular Governments to restrain the 
es r of majorities and secure the rizht s of ml- 
norities. Hence it has been truthfully said 
the best Government is that which governs least. 
| characterize all pure, unmixed, ‘and uncondi- 
tional Governments, whether dependent on the 
will of one, few, or many, as alike repugnant t 
sound reason, to justice, and to the interests ana 
happiness of mankind. Modern Tarkey, med! 
eval Venice, and ancient Athens, are examples 
alike of error in theory and injustice in practice, 
and w anting in the necessar ye onditions to secure 
permanent success and prosperity. I should be 
sorry to see our system degenerate into either the 
despotism of monarchy or the despotism of ma- 


jorities, and | therefore oppose the very first step 


toward removing the wholesome checks imposed 
by the constitutional compact. I am well awar 
in stating this that constitutions are limitations 
self-imposed by the popular will, and that the sov- 
ereign power is competent to change them so - 
to make them better subserve the great ends | 

civil order and the weifare of the general muss. 
Like all other institutions, Governments are mé lo 
for man, and contrived for his benefit; they con- 
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eee 
et at tt 


the errors and frailties of his nature, and 
ted by the ignorances and vices of the 
ich they belong. In this enlightened 
ina land like separated from the 
barbarism and wars, I shud- 
prospect of going back to any of the 
rms of arbitrary power. I desire to 


ours, 


of ages of 


x . - 
y the traditions of our fathers, and above 
legacy of that soundand beneficent form 
Government which they have given us in the 


yution. 

| hold thata good Government is bound to pro- 
toct the ‘ediviliee alin the enjoyment of life and 
erty, and in the exercise of his faculties for 
bor, physical and mental, in the acquisition and 
rvation of property. It may be destructive, 

but it should conservative in these respects. 
[his proposition strikes at property, and it is 
ion the doctrine of the wild and erratic 

ibtle and powerful thinker who pro- 

d that all property is founded on robbery. 
Property, Mr. Speaker, is the stimulus to indus- 
| the foundation of improvement and civil- 
vation. All that is valuable or valued belongs 
the grand total of public or private wealth, the 
material products of nature, the field, the mine, 
d the water, with all their teeming variety of 
it is useful or necessary; the powers of mind, 
tores of knowledge, the genius of the inventor, 


the harmony of the poet, and last and greatest, 
virtue itself, the priceless treasure of the soul, 


tcan be wished and hoped for, are embraced 
lea of property. ‘Thesocial and domestic 
relations are equally matters of individual owner- 
with flocks and herds, houses and lands. 
fections of a man’s wife and children are 
va the dearest of his possessions, and as such 
under the protection of thelaw. ‘The domestic 
tation of slavery is one of these relations, 
d was recognized in the States of this Confed- 
species of proprietary interest. The 
Constitution deseribes slaves, and I suppose chil- 
nand apprentices might come under the same 

; persons bound to service. 
| insist that no vindictory laws can be passed 
lepriving individuals of anything which 
denominated as property or infringing ex- 
ocial relations as the punishment of the 
of men or communities. Neither 
s nor the assent of the States requisite to 
orate a new article or amendment into the 
Constitution can do so justly, underany pretense, 
when the ob ye ctis to appropriate prive ate property 
without due « ‘ompensation, or confiscate it with- 
t tl trial and condemnation. 


otte seg either 


( rres 


he formality of 
W thin the scope and reason of the Constitution 
any amendment to it would be legitimate when 
ratified by the required three fourths of the States; 


but for those three fourths to attempt a revolu- 
in social or religious rights by seizing on 
what was never intended to be delegated by any 
of the parties to the compact, would bea prodigy 
of injustice carried out under the forms of law,a 
wrong more fatally so because made by the very 
highest authority. If an amendment were now 
proposed to the Constitution declaring an estab- 
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise of it by the citizen, it would be parallel with 
the present and no more obnoxious than this is 
to merited condemnation. TheStates, sovereign 
as | claim that they are and continue to be, could 
not have delegated what they did not themselves 
possess, that is, to destroy or appropr late individ- 
ual rights without compensation, In all the acts 
of emancipation heretofore passed the tacit con- 
sentof the citizens affected accompanied the pas- 
nee of the statute. A species of property which 
has ceased to be profitable is usually surrendered 
Without protest or opposition. Men are not dis- 
posed to cavil at the exercise of a power ab- 
stractly y eotlsenty which rids them of a relation 
which is onerous or inconvenient. Such was 
Slavery in the States where it has been abolished. 
But where it is one of the main sources of the 
prosperity of the community it will be regarded 
very differently. 
This proposed alteration of the Constitution is 
therefore be -yond the power of the Gove rnment, 
but the necess: iry consequences of it are revolt- 
ingly so. It involves the extermination of the 
te men of the southern States, and the for- 
feiture of all the land and other property belong- 
ing to thom. Negroes and military colonists will 
take the place of the race thus blotted out of ex- 


ne 
th 


whi 


| sixty years declared 


Is this intend 


drama of carnage and civil war now 


istence. 
blood y 


las the last scene of the 


prosecuted?) The world looks on with horror, 
and it will leave to future ages a fearfi varnineg 
to avoid similar acts of perfidious ati ty 

Bat, sir, the mostimportant aspect of t! 1eS- 
tion is whether! violation of the hted 
faith of the Stat who shall aid in foistine thi 


amendment into the Constitution. That the Stat 
in establishing the Constitution performed it as 
federal act has been shown in the 
an argument as indfsputable 
demonstration. Mr. 

* Each State in ratifying the Constitution is considered 
as a sovereign body independent of all others, and only to 
be bound by its own eolante iryact. In this relation, then, 
the new Constitution will, if established, be a federal and 
not a national Constituti 7 


Fed el ilist UY 
as vahy mathematical 
Madison says on this subject: 


It is true that the common Government which 


V 
resulted presents national characterl ics, Cspe- 
cially in this res ect, thal its Operatior ,e¢XNer ed 
immediately upon ciuizen Wilhih tne Scope of the 


powers delegated to it in then 
tics. The olate SOovereignties were by no means 
quench d by the act of federation, but by it cer- 
tain functions were delegated by the sovereign 
power in each State toa common d positlory, to 


individual ca AC l- 


be used in certain cases, and to be exercised over 
the citizens re spec each and evel y State 
by virtue of the ty of their several States. 
The obligation, however, of the citizen of the State 
of New York lo obey tit iY di ral laws or au- 
thorities results from the 
Federal Le gzisiature or Executive by the act of 
New York, and derives no additional strength from 
other States entering into the Union. The citizen 
is bound to obey the Constitution and laws of the 
United Stat 8, because his State 1s a party to th 
Federal compact, and for no other reason. Thi 
State has delegated a portion of her authority (not 
of her sovereignty, which is, in its very nature 
indivisible as that of individual personality )loa 
common agency, who may thus within the scope 
of such procuration require obedience to its re- 
quirements. The Government of th 
this extent and no more, and allegiance, loyalty, 
aud nationality are the new-fangled catch-words 
of the explode d dogmas of the old Federal party. 
Allegiance is due to the 
tion from the sovereignty of each individual State, 
The Democratic party has always maintained 
the doctrine that the Constitution was a compact 
from the times of Jefferson, and has for more than 


tively of 
soOvereiezn 


ywers imparted to the 


9 


Union has 


a. a 1] tn 
law, and derives its sanc- 


this as the foundation of its 
political faith. It is laid down most distinetly 
in the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions, the 
corner-stone of Democracy— 

“That the several States composing the United States 
of America are not united on the principles of unlimited 


submission to the Gen Government, but that by com 
pact, under the style and title of a Constitution for the 
United States and of amendments thereto, they constituted 
a General Goveriment tor special purposes, delegated to 
that Government certain definitive powers, reserving each 
State to itself the luary ma fright to theirown sé 


' 


government, and that whensoever the General Government 
ts acts are unauthoritative, 


assumes undelegate - powers ij 
void, and of t 3 that to this compact each State ac 
ceeded asa State 5 ar ‘ is an integral party; that this Gov 
ernment, created by t compact, Was not made the ex 
clusive or final judee of the extent of the powers del 
to itself, since that would ive made its discretion, and 
not the Constitution, the measure of its powers ; bul that, 


no tore 


pated 


as in all other cases of « wopacl AMON partic Having no 
comn dee. each party has an equal right to judge for 
itself. | of infractions as of the inode and measures 





of redress.”’ 

Such is the lancuace of Mr. Jefferson in the 
Kentucky resoiutions. In e Virginia resolu- 
tions, the author of which was Mr. Madison, it 
is dec! ared— 


“That in case of a deliberate, palpable, and dangerous 
exercise of other powers not granted by the said compact, 


the States who are parties thereto liave We right, and are 
in duty bound, to i rpose, for ar ting the progress of 
the evil, and for ma rwithin their respective limits 


the authorities, rights, 
Dani | Webster « mphati : ally recognized this 
character of a compact in the Constitution when 
he stated that **if the 
fully and deliber itely to carry Into « ffect 
of the Constitution which re 
of fugitive slaves, 33 provide no reme- 
dy, the South would no longer be bound to observe 
the con ** Nay, the dominant party in this 
House, acting 
broken on the part of the South | secession, and 
| considering themselves thereby absolved from the 
| constitutional obligation to return fugitive slaves 


and liberties appertaining to them.”? 


will- 
that part 


spects the res 


northern States refuse 


toration 
and Conere 


pact. 


onthe same theory of a bargain 





have just passed a bill to repeal the fugitive slay 
LW : It must be take nascotl ceded that tl { 
\ pact | \ nt. Now, t 
very r i { ipa yuires hat t re 
t y riies, and mutua tions and 
he Sta and the peo; 7 
{ mt 8 n capacity [ 
pale 1 at wel t i vy 
‘ 1 Ol i i notovserving the terms « t 
{ tr f t tempting to change them in 
any particular w destroys or alters essential 


and material portio : There was an rnplied 
and solemn unders tanding that the local and do- 
mestic Institutions of the States should not be at- 
tempted to be interfered with in any manner so 
as to be drawn within the sphere of Federal au- 


thority. Doesany 


one suppose thatifit had been 


imi wined fora momet t that d 1e rights of property 
ud thie oat ico oF aie citizens of the sevV- 
eral States could have been made the subject of 
’ederal legislation in any contingency that ‘ 


Constitution would have been raufied by any of 
the ae s? The local jurisdiction over slavery 
the subjects peculiarly guarded and 
ruarantied to the States, and an amendment rati- 
fied by any number of States less than the whole 

though within the letter of the article which pro- 
vides for amendments, would be contrary to the 
spirit of the instrument, and so in reality an act 
of ross bad faith. : 

‘lhe control over slavery,and the domestic and 
social relations of the people of the respective 
States, was not and never was intended to be de 
egated United States, and cannot now be 
del rate d « XCe} t by the consent of ailthe States. 
Articles nine and ten of the Amendments to the 


Constitution are conclusive on thi 3 point, These 
‘ 


was one of 


to the 


irticles are the general rules for the construction 
' 


and interpretation of the entire instrument. Pow- 


modile nianree d 


‘ys 


1? 
ers already g1 


inted may be : 


or taken \ which 
are retained by the people, or reserved to them 
or to the States, cannot be delegated to the United 
States, except by the unanimous consent of all 
the States. 


she j a6 
iway by an amendment, but those 


This is the only reasonable construc- 


tion of those articles, in accordance with the plain 


The: ntire 8ub- 


ject of slavery in the States has been reserved by 


sense at d meaning of the wor ls. 


’ 
them, and the riglit been retained by thre | eop! 
No power has been delt orate d to the Unit 249 

over this relation thus reserved to the legislative 


power of the State , at d whicl 


the people, subject tosuch State power alone It 
stands precise iv on the same footing as that of 


is thus retained | V 


eminent domain in the respective State 


l ,apr 
| | 


rogative of theirit herent sovere gnty, Which can- 
not be taken away by an act of other States. How 


would an agreement between private parties be 


i 
construed and Interpreted which shou d declare 
modified 


octation might be 
number, and 


of the 
that certain rights were re- 
to them individually? Would not, mani- 
fi stly, the matters not delegated but reserved 
considered as exce pted from the subject 
were 


that the articles of ass 
and altered by three fourths 
then should declare 


Si rved 


which 
within the scope of the authority to alter or 
modify Take the right of the States respectively 
of eminent domain within their territorial limits 
could this be 


, 
taken away from the States and del- 
evated to the United States 5 the consent of the 


Levislatures of three fourths « By States,after a 
proposal made | y two thir Is ¢ both Llouses of 
Conere 8? [ muintain that article ten of the 
Amendments is point-blank against such a sup- 


position, and iS ¢ q imily re p ivnant toan invasion 


of the right of the State alone to leg te on the 
subject of slavery. I insist further, t, as the 
States themselves could not justly take away 
property or de troy social relations without giv- 
ing JUSL compensation, th is! it only not dele- 


! ‘ st } 
rated by the Stat Dut mong the rights re 


tained b 





y thre p ( ple ‘ f t e Slates whe re ite XIsts, 


and that if all the S should delegate this 
power, it must, according to the rules of natural 
equity, be connected with the condition of allow- 
ing the masters a proper equivalent for the prop- 
erty taken or d I ryed 

his iden proposition w 3 laid « lown inthe 
fourth 1 ito of the Chica: rO | latfor 1h, once 
der ed » sacred in theey of the President ! 
the gentlemen on the other side of the H ; 
vhich asserts— 

hat the maintenance inviolate of the right f the 
States, and eepecially the right om each State to order and 
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mtrol ite own domestls inetitutions ace ording to its own 
" mer erelu janes ntial tothathb wmice ol power 
on j ithe p rT | vl tir proiits il 
fuil ley { 

p 

\\ W | ' of « State to 
order and cor itions if t 
j ‘ f ire to | 

! VI I f three fourt! 

by ( tom them 
byel i t ot jority in 
Col I l ita her 

A | t ot conterer in 
amend nw trally the conver 
of the present was prop ed,d claring explicitly 

! > ' 

that no amendment affecting slavery should be 


lid that did not obtain the consent of all the 
States in which that institution existed. I believe 
if it had been adopts d the pres nt war would have 
been averted; and I consider that the suevestion 
m ide b y the pre ent Secret wy of State, in one of 
his speeches during the last presidential canvass, 
the it sle avery cou d be con ututionally abolished 
when the number of free States had increased so 
os to allow the passage of this very amendment 
now under consideration, was one of the impel 
line causes that precipitated the struggle now 
convulsing the States and converted the * irre- 
pressible conflict”? of that political leader into the 
fearful strife of contending armies and warring 
States. ‘This, the crowning act of the agitation 


of years against slavery, from the Missouri re- | 


triction to the invasion of Virginia by John 
Brown, whose chorus has become the music for 
the loyal hosts, comes at length to give a show of 
legalivy to the destruction of the institution of 
slavery. ‘The very proposal of this amendment 
demonstrates the utter bad faith of the long series 
of acts which, illegally and in defiance of the Con- 
stitution, **the pledge of mutual friendship and 
the instrument of mutual happiness,’’ sought to 
break down this domestic institution of the States 
of the South. 


The proposal of this amendment arraigns the 
President as having violated the Constitution in 
his « mancipation proclamation, and Stamps it as 
a nullity and void. It is an implied confession 
that the Administration, 
ive war on States and State institutions, had this 
design in view from the commencement—that 


carrying on an aggress- | 
P » ; 


the war was not for the purpose of sustaining the 


Government, preserving the Union, and maintain- 
ing the supremacy of the Constitution, but was 
directed against the sovereignties of the States, 
and to destroy such of their domestic institutions 
as were obnoxious to the views of the party con- 
trolling the Government for the time. The ag- 
gressor is always in the wrong in case of hosul- 
ities among States united under a federal system 
like ours, no matter on which side the General 
Government may array itself. ‘This is the spirit 
embodied in the Crittenden resolutions, but it is 
not in accordance with the policy now avowed by 
the Administration in prosecuting the war, nor 
by the party which supports the President for re- 
election, and least of all by the proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution. The Administration 
party have proclaimed ** that the utter and com- 
ilete exurpation of slavery from the soil of the 
Republic” is its present object, and support the 
adoption of an amendment to the Consutution to 
this effect. Impartial history, in dealing with 
these events, will pronounce a verdict that this 
attitude, and, above all, the attempt to change the 


Constitution to make that illegal which was not | 


so before, shows that the moving cause of the 
war was from the commencement the prohibition 
of slavery. That design, suspected with such 
ample ground, is now rendered potenns 
clear. No candid mind can avoid the inevitable 
conclusion which will brand northern sectional- 
ism as the primary cause of the war, and that the 
apprehensions of the southern people were fully 
justified by the events now taking place and by 
‘the previous acts and roclamations of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘The pretext that those acts were done 
in its defense wil! regarded us a falsehood, 


only intended to deceive the people and ¢ al 


r) 
miceal 


the real character of the war, 
"PD Cpae ; . 
[he charge t ' siavery was the cause of U 


i ine 
war 1s notoriousiy tals Phe agitalion against 


slaver y and the menaces uttered avainst that insti- 


tution had risen to such an alarming hei: eht that 


the States where it existed believed that the only || 


from the Confederation on the ground that the 
compact whe broke n That this would be the 
mevitable result of the success of a party which 


i j , lit 
denouncs lavery a8 a moral, social, and polit- 

| eviland declared its intention to use every 
nicans toextirpate it, v as foretold for years. ihe 


, 
peeches and writings of that pack of political 
jackals known as war Democrats, most of whom 


are now to be found yell ing and yel Iping at the 


heels of power, were full of warnings of what 
the South would do in defense of their domestic 
institutions and their « stitutional rights. If I 
did not consider these political renegades and 


mountebanks beneath contempt, I could fill vol- 
umes and exhaust your patience in quotations 
from men who were once the most ultra in their 
opposition to coercion and in defense of the Jef- 
fersonian doctrine of State sovereignty. Fortu- 
nately their names are now erased from the me- 
morials of the Democratic party, and are ex- 
punged and blotted out fromthe respect of those 
who still hold fast to its time-honored principles 
—principles which I trust will survive the storm 
and wreck of battle and the fiery ordeal of this 
unjust and unholy war, and upon which only the 
Union can or should exist. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, | 


allied to her sation rnand more powe rful nei 


The sentiment of opposition to slavery is so || 
powerful that I could hardly expect to offer any | 


reason which would awaken sympathy in beh: lf 
of its continuance, even if I showed that it was 
the best possible condition to insure the happiness 
of the negro race, or that its abolition was an in- 


vasion of the rights of the masters and the well- | 


being of the communities where it existed. I 
have abstained from doing any more than to as- 
sert that the relation was one having a legal exist- 
ence in the southern States and fully recognized 
by the Constitution. Thisis uncontrovertble, a 
fact not to be denied, and virtually admitted by 
the amendment now proposed, 
the States never parted with their sovereignty is 
likewise not acceptable to the opposite side of the 
House, and the notion that the General Govern- 
ment is paramount and can set aside all State au- 
thority is now popular. Weare told, ** Preserve 


June 14, 


out their consent, by circling bayonets and threay. 
ening cannon? Is this the lesson taucht by 
history of that glori us Reve lution Which m 
the colonies of Great Britain free and inde 
ent States? If the} police y of Chatham and RB 
had been rejected inst ead of that of Bute 
North, would not the rebellion of the colonies 
been crushed, and the authority of the mothe, 
country restore d over he r injure ad and offe nd 
childre né Have centuries of wrong and iy just 
cemented the union between England and Iyer 
N 


ey 


lark the difference: Scotland, treated with ¢ 


ness and equity ace completely and firm y 


ghbor, 
maintaining her laws, her church, and loc ‘al insti. 
tutions intact; the political alliance between the 
two nations has been undisturbed and inviolate, 
Turn to the other side of the Channel, and what 
a contrast between the union of force and the 
union of kindness, the union of oppression and 
the union of equality, the union of hate and the 
union oflove! Unhappy Poland still writhes uy. 
subducd in the chains of that union which binds 
her to the Muscovite throne. The last instance 
of determined resistance to arbitrary power is the 
voluntary expatriation of the Circassian mount- 
aineers, abandoning their country rather than be 
made sub jects of Russia. Do youthink that the 
people of the southern States are more degen- 
erate and of tamer natures than the children of 
Europe, or the sons of the old birthplace of th: 
race among the rugged mountains of Caucasus? 
Assuredly the experience of this war should teach 
otherwise. I seein it no warrant to cherish the 
anticipation that they will succumb and ac quiesce 
in the yoke, as they deem it, even of the most 
beneficent Government the world ever saw, when 


| offered to them on the points of your bayonets 


The theory that | 


the nation, though you tear the Constitution to a | 
thousand pieces; hold the Union fast and let the | 


Constitution slide as long as the nation remains; 
this generation, wiser and more patriotic than 
any that has gone before, is competent to devise 


a constitution better and nobler than that of 
I fear that I have no eloquence 


Washington.” 
so persuasive, can make no appeals so winning 
as to convince the friends of the Administration 
that the Constitution cannot be improved by their 
wisdom, but | do insist that no canning of man 
can frame asystem of morality more perfect than 
that which demands that contracts betweer States 


and individuals should be observed inviolate, that | 


mutual promises should be kept, and that faith 


should be preserved sacred and unbroken. If 


this is a nation, let not its national character be 
based on perfidy and falsehood. This would be 


worse than boldly proclaiming that it is founded 


on force, and that ** might make 8 right.’’ 
D> 


When, however, | declare my hope and sin- | 


cere desire to see the restoration and perpe tuity 
of the Union, the gathering back into the galaxy 
of every star that has shot madly from its sphere, 
and the enfolding of every wanderer into the dear 


old flag with all its precious memories of asso- | 


ciated glory and mutual happiness and mutual 
good w ill, [e xpect that what I utter will not be 
regarded with hostile feelings and alienated minds. 
You profess yourselves lovers of the Union, and 
so do 1; we may differ as it regards the means 
of restoration and the remedy to be applied, ** and 
purge it to a sound and pristine health,’ but we 
agree in devotion to the Union. Ithas been pro- 
posed by an eminent state physician that a vio- 


| lation of the Constitution 1s an excellent medi- 


cine to save the ** life of the nation.’’ I cannot, 
indeed, coincide with that same ‘ learned The- 
ban;”’ but I would humbly suggest a milder treat- 
ment than this with its concomitants of fire and 
sword anddesolation. The ‘life of the nation’ 
cannot be preserved by perjury, the Almighty 
will not suffer it, and the sense of truth and jus- 
tice which He : is implant ted in His creatures for- 
bids the success of the experiment. No Gov- 
ernment can be lasting that is not founded on the 
consent of the governed. Do we dream of a 
Union of force, and vainly imagine that we can 


recourse left was to altempt peaceably to withdraw || hold forever unwilling States, linked to us with- 


| ciful Russian knout did at Warsaw. 


The paternal sway of a Butler and the concilia- 
— policy of a Hunter produced the same effect 
in Louisiana and South Carolina that the benig- 
nant lash of Haynau did in Brescia and the mer- 
Human na- 
ture is constituted the same in every quarter of the 
world. Opposition and hate are the results of 


| aggression and force, and gratitude and sympa- 


| petual. 


thy the peaceful fruit of kindness and love. On 
these last, joined with mutual forbearance and 
consideration, this Union was originally founded; 
by them alone can it be recreated and made per- 
How is it that gentlemen can prate of 
the acts of confiscation and vengeance, and tv 


| proclamations of emancipation dealing a ** deat! 


blow at the strength of this gigantic rebellion?” 
Is not the fact far otherwise, and have not the most 
vigorous efforts to prosecute the war been fol- 


| lowed by equally determined resolution to resist 


to the last extremity? The bloody and brutal 
policy of the Administration party has well-nigh 
destroyed all hope of reconstruction, but | have 
an enduring faith in the efficacy of justice and 
fraternity. Call these divine principles back to 
your counsels and you will have taken the only 
step which can permanently restore the Union. 


We have destroyed the former happy state of 


mutual friendship by innovations on the principles 
of the Government, first by the specious pretext 


| of destroying slavery by excluding it from the 


common territory, and since the war broke out 
by executive usurpations substantially amount- 
ing to a military dictatorship under the same pre- 
text, and the plausible though false assumption 
that this was necessary to preserve the existence 
of the Government. The present attempt to 
change the principles of the Geion, though pr 

posed in the form and letter of the Constitution, 
is adverse to its spirit and irreconcilable with is 


ends. But if it were allowable, it would be mad- 


ness to press the alteration at this time, when a 


| civil war is raging of such gigantic proporuons. 


Pass this amendment, and the only limit of this 
war will be the subjugation of the South or the 
exhaustion of the North. And whatis involved 
in the subjugation of the South? Nothing less 
than extermination. The contest is of a nature 
to admit of no termination until the last man dies 
on the battle-field or the scaffold. From this al- 


ternative my soul turns away in loathing and dis- 
gust. If the objects of the war were all that its 
instigators and supporters claim for them, | would 

shrink from the enforcementof the awful penalty 
| which demands the annihilation of a kindred peo- 
ple. Infinite justice did not thus deal with the 
sons of Adam, but remitted the dire sentence o! 
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ot the intercession of mercy. If human 
nes W suld strive to imitate this august and 
on ¢ arth would be seen— 


s exemplar, 
“Gold loys, fruitful of golden deeds, 
\ y and love triumphing, and fair truth’? 
While tl struggle is going on, an empire is 
, , Mexico. Ifthe war continues, the con- 


will be not only perpetual disunion and 
Qunth a desolation, but an empire will | 
ted on American-Mexican soil that the 


vasted population and exhausted resources 
- ‘ 


Am rican *° nation’’ cannot uprootit. Can- 
will have grown and expanded, and mon- 
hical institutions will be then so matured that 
yblicanism will stand alone on this as on the 
“i4 continent. While war is continued, and it 
must long be so if this amendment is carried, it 
‘. idle to parade the threat that the people cannot 
regard with indifference the establishment of a 
monarchy in their proximity. Whether hostile, 
indifferent, or favorable to the erection of an em- 
nire in Mexico, this people must bide their time 
to offer resistance. It will be time enough to re- 
monstrate when there is power to make remon- 
Bring back the old Union, and the 
new empire will perish like a premature birth, 
Make it the victim of an interminable war, or 
witherand paralyze its limbs by subjugation, and 
the Mexican throne will be founded too securely 
to be overthrown by our exhausted energies, 
Iconsider this the crisis of the fate of the Union. 
As yet there is hope, though three years of war 
may have piled the dead on either side so high that 
the boundary might be marked with the whiten- 
ing bones of the slain. We may still be friends. 
Neither people have yet been dishonored, and 
both protest thatthey were observant of the com- 
pact. The people of the South you assert are 
revelsand traitors. Admitit. You cannotdoubt 
that they are sincere in the opinion that they were 
justified in the course they adopted, and that it 


wnees fi It. 


‘was consistent with the constitutional! compact 


itheir reserved rights. Allerimes depend on the 


ve and design of the perpetrator and his || 


guilty knowledge. Youcannot deny the sincerity 
and patriotism of the South. They have sub- 
mitted to sacrifices and sufferings greater than 
that of any other race that ever fought for inde- 
per dence. Are they to be branded as traitors be- 
cause they, in common with Jefferson and Madi- 

uu, believed that this was nota nation but a con- 
federacy? If you do indeed account this the gist 
of their offense, then tear the ashes of those arch- 
traitors from the sepulchers where they repose 


and cast them to be scattered by the winds and || 
waves, so that the spot of their burial may be 


inhonored among men. 
’ 
ancient spirit of concession and mutual forlear- 
There is a higher duty of every American 

citizen than fighting enemies or quelling by force 
ofarms rebellions. Its voice may be stifled in the 
deadly struggle and forgotten in the tempest of 


r 





tion, butit still lives, and will forever survive. See 
itin the homely lesson, ‘‘ to love his neighbor.’’ 
efficacious than all that has been done by force of 
arms in crushing the rebellion. In carrying out 
this policy of peace and reconciliation, do not in 
one breath proclaim the paramount authority of 
the C onstitution, and then proceed to change itin 
that very particular in which those who are now 
in rebellion charged that you intended to disobey 
and violate it. Assure them that the Constitution 
shall remain as it is: publish an amnesty so broad, 
genera’, and all- mbracing that it will include all 
degrees and ranks,civil and military; make atouce 
and the people to its strict observance, and invite 
the rebel States and people to send Representatives 


to Congress and join in the clection of a Chief || 


: i 
Magistrate and unite again in the establishment 
anew ofthe Union as it was. Let no feeling of 
Vengeance and no mock philanthropy mar this 


MUspicious reinauguration ef the Constitution, || 


but let an act of mutual oblivion conceal forever 
the horrible demoniac possession which has held 


Possession of the States and the people for the last 

vce years, This can be accomplished ifthe peo- 
pie only were wise enough to recognize their 
‘ighest duty and their highest interest, 


ished by the past, let them be willing to purchase 
peace by the cheap cost of doing justice. 


} 
ive so |} 
1 
‘ 


recall, L entreat you, before it is too late, the | 


political animosities, or the earthquake of revolu- | 





Phis obeyed, though but imperfectly, will be more | 


| 


Mr. HIGBY. Before speaking to the resolu- 
tion embracing the proposition to amend, | refer 
to the fifth article of the Constitution of the Uni- 


’ ' ’ 
ted States, which makes ample provision and ex- 
plains the way by which an amendment may 

1 "—) . ay ’ a . . . ‘ . , ? 
mad ne articie reads as [ollows: 

“Articre V.—The Congress, whenever two thirds of 
both Houses shali deem it necessary, shall propose amend 
ments to this Constituti on the apy ition of t 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several Stu nallealla 


|} convention for proposing amendments, which, in either 
case, shall be valid to ail intents and purposes, as part ot 
this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of thi 





fourths of the several State ro by conventions in three 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratifiea 
tion may be proposed by the Congress; provided, that no 


amendment which may be made prior to the year one thou 


sand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affeet | 


the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first 
article; and that no State, without its consent, shal) be 
deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.’ 

The resolution follows in accordance and in 
consonance with the method proposed by that 
article of the Constitution, and it proposes an 
article which, should it become a portion of the 
Constitution, will forever prohibit the institution 
of slavery within the limits of our couniry. The 
resolution and amendment proposed read as fol- 
lows: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 


| bled, (two thirds of both Houses coneurring,) That the fol 


lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures of the sey 


| eral States as an amendment to the Constitution of the 





| tution. 


Admon- }| 


}} away and make a nullity of the article to which | 


United States, which, when ratified by three 


as a part of the said Constitution, namely: 


AxricLe XIII. 

Sec. 1. Neitherslavery nor involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for criine, whereof ihe party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist withinthe United States, 
or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

« Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 


fourths of | 
|} said Legislatures, siiall be valid, to all intents and purposes, 


Sir, the whole debate on the other side of the | 


House apon this proposition has been upon the 
presumption that whatever action is taken by us 
asa legislative body is conclusive; that if this 
resolution passes this Llouse—it having already 


passed the Senate—it becomes a finality, and | 


whatever is embraced in it becomes a portion of 
the Constitution of the United States. Let no 


| such fallacy sink deep into the heart of any man. 


The Constitution has most amply and cautiously 
provided that the national legislative branch of 
the Government can make no such amendment. 
Why, sir, the resolution simply gives the amend- 


| ment in so many words, and proposes its ratifica- 


tion, and then the amendment goes to the State 
Legislatures, and must be ratified by them. 


a} : ._ | 
There is nowhere contemplated in the Consti- 


tution of the United States any action by Con- 
gress that more completely acknowledges and 
recognizes State sovereignty than this very pro- 
vision of the Constitution explaining how itmay 
be amended. Our people are looking with anx- 
iety to the action of Congress with reference to 
this subject. And now let me put a question to 
gentlemen on the other side of the Hlouse. They 
have belabored this side often and long with de- 
nunciations that State rights are not regarded, 
that State sovereignty by our action js unheeded, 
and that we are aiding the national Government 
to absorb all powers which legitimately belong 
to the States under and by virtue of the Consu- 
I appeal to them when a proposition does 
come from this side of the House that acknowl- 
edges and recognizes State sovereignty in full, 
whether they dare submit that proposition to the 
several States; whether they have faith in State 
sovereignty so great that when the Constitution 
inakes a provision so ample as it has in this case, 


|}and so safe too, requiring the Legislatures of 
atreaty of peace, pledging the faith of the States || 


three fourths of the States to ratify, that they dare 
allow their different States to act upon this sub- 
ject. 

The only question that could possibly arise— 
and that one | fiud dwelt upon but very litle—is 
whether the times call for an amendment of this 
character, but the great burden of the argument 
on the other side is that there is no power in the 
Constitution to do this act. The member from 
New York who has just taken his seat (Mr. Fer- 
nanpo Woop] has had the hardihood to pro- 
mulge to this nauion thatthe ninth and tenth aru- 
cles of the Amendments to the Constitution do 


| have directed attention and quoted. Can he find 
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) tained in 


| States. 


2YA3 


aelted 


itmay be amended in so indirect a way, and the 


portions amended be leftas dead matter to cumber 
Lie livang body: ble would search mn va r 

vision. Why, sir, he would tra: 
t C ition under his feet Andif we ! 

I irgument and act upon it We will t 
violators of that instrument. 

l regard the fifth article asa part of the C 
tution just as full of vitality as it was the d your 


fathers established it as a partof the Constitution 
of this country; and, sir, the gentleman from 


\T , 1 P i 
New York, ul he has a partic 


of lionesty, him- 
self will ignore every word which he has said 
upon that one subject, 

Let me call the attention of the House to the 
only limitation in the instrument; and they are 
referred to this fifth article, where the limitation 
is to be found; it provides * that no amendment 
Which may be made prior to the year 180s stall 
in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses 
in the ninth section of the firstarticle.’’ But,sir, 
this Constitution is entirely silent with reference 
to all other portions, including even that which 
provides that fugitives from labor shall be re- 
turned to service. Upon this the Constitution is 
silent, and even before 1808 it could have been 
amended, with the exception above quoted, by 
pursuing the course laid down in the fitth article. 

Now, sir, what is there in the proposition con- 
this resolution? It is that a certain 
amendment, specifying it in so many words, shall 
be submitted to the different State Legislatures 
for their action, and if the Legislatures of three 
fourths of the States of the Union ratify it it be- 
comes a portion of the Constitution of the United 
And, sir, thatis a proposition appealing 
to State sovereignty that members upon the other 
side of the House dare not allow to be submitted 
and acted upon by those high constituuional de- 
liberative bodies. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I will not dwell longer upon 
that point. It is sufficient that we simply pro- 
pose what the State Legislatures ratify and make 
a part of the Constitution, or else render a nullity. 
Sir, this amendment, if it should become a por- 
tion of the Constitution, strikes at the root of the 
terrible evil that is now piercing the very vitals 
of the nation, whose roots of bitterness have 
sunk so deep that they are almost drinking up 
the life-blood of this Government. Men talk upon 
the other side as they did in the palmy days of 
peace, when nothing but the busy hum of indus- 
try could be heard on every side, and when 
slavery lay like a lamb, submissive to every law. 
But now, sir, when it has aroused and become 
venomous, and, full of the spirit of the tiger, draws 
the sword and makes no distinction in its wrath, 
and is feasting upon the very life of this nation, 
we hear the same songs in this Hall that we used 


|, to hearin the daysof peace, showing how utterly 


any where inthe Constitution a provision by which |) times to be ao evil, but a neces 


heartless men must be, having no blood of patriot- 
ism in their veins. 

We are told that the institution of slavery in 
the rebellious States has rights under this Gov- 
ernment. The rights of slavery! What right, 
in God’s name, has the institution that has now 
two or three hundred thousand men arrayed in 
arms against the Government? Is this bold ef- 
frontery to be weighed as argument, and are we 
yet to hear about the rights ofslavery? [t has cul- 
minated in concentrating its whole power against 
this Government. What right hasit which this 
Government is bound to respect? 

What was its morale, sir? In early days as 
an institution it was humble and unpretending. 
While it was an institution in the colonies it had 
no political power. The charm of this whole in- 
stitution has been in the political power that it 
has exercised. ' But, sir, as we emerged from de- 
pendents as colonies and became an independent 
nation, the fathers who lived in its very midst trod 
very cautiously over the ground. Why, sir, what 
was its first exercise of power? When Virginia, 
which was thena slave State, ceded the Northwest 
Territory to the Union, it demanded that slavery 
should be prohibited forever in that Territory, and 
the power was admitted Lo restin Congress lo pro- 
hibit the institution from ever going there while it 
wasa Territory. Such was the morale of slavery 
in its early days, so faras the exercise of polit 
power was concerned. But, sir, itincreased in-mayg 
nitude and in proportions, and became mt 
with our whole system, It was heid 


rwoven 


im ¢ Why 


ary Olle; it wos 
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, . taf noned 
to il 
‘ 1 W 4 
t 
| vequired 
i ra ext rit 
ifr aom 
: eT Loy 
’ ompar mn with ma r or 
‘ ndsem vi wo f m roh 
! d ‘ labor force, : twa 
\ i i ul,it gave such a political 
cet ney that it enabled a few Stat and a com- 
| ively few white people to control the Gov- 
ernment. I declare, sir, for myself, and no man 
ind vonsible for what lL say but myself, that yo 
(aovernmenti republican inform, body, orspirit, 
that tolerates such an institution as slavery. | 
lny it down as a f-my it truth to my mind, 
and if every other man would take the ime 
ground ere lher tilutionin exist 
er under the Constituts f W have it. 
Butas la i] ‘uly alone her n tview, and 
ns that construction would not be riven by o her 
men | pref { e Cor ‘ hh ang liv 
the re ttha ntemplated by this resolution. 
For, sir, Ll would not be willing to trust all men 
with the construing of the Constitution In its 
many prov ns,for fear I iterest and love of 
personal aggrandizement would influence in con- 
struction instead of a love of equal justice. It 
has be i ¢ med 1 ilfer years that siavery 18 
an institution netioned by divine law and by 


the word of God. 


claim did not re 


Ah, Sir, those 


id the Ser 


who made that 
very faithfully 
for they would have found it said even in the Old 
‘Testament that whenas 


m ter he na not ve ret 


aures 


rvant escapes from lis 
urned to him again; he 


master the servant 
whi is ped ihis master unto thee 

‘He shalldweil with thee, even among you, in that place 
which he ill choose in one of thy gates, where it liketh 


him best: thou ahalt not ress lim.’? 


And over and above l| they forrot the new 
covenant, whose Founder told the world that He 


’ sey : r} 39 


came 0 uillli the law, 


Bat, sir, it will d 


do for old fory exploded divines 


i upon that subject aud show the validity 


ori@in of 


and divine lavery—for such men as the 
one who was voted for for Chaplain of 


House (R 


of this session. he evils of the inst 


this 
hop Hopkins) at the commencement 
itution and 
the effects resulting from those evils are too nu- 
merous to mention in a brief speech. I 
have declared that the institution is anti-repub- 
no Government which tolerated it 
could be in form, body, o1 mublicar 
Government. Why, sir, men have stood upon 
this floor, —_ to the rebellion, who repress nted 


hour 


lican, and that 
Spirit a re 


; : 
States that had more slaves than free white in- 
habitants, and [1 ur South Carolina as one 
of those States. eae slaves have no political 


or civil rights, and yet every five of them are 


equal to Loree white persons, giving a represent- 


ation on this floor to four hundred thousand 
slaves, not one of whom has in the State or nation 
a voice ora vote, and who can enjoy no civil or 
political rights any more than the horse and ox 
which his master owns. ‘Two hundred thou- 
sand white tnhabitants and five hundred thousand 
slave s—equai to three hundred thousand whites 


—Wwou d five five 
to bes 


hundred thousand inhabitants 
epresented in the State; and, under the rule 
giving one member of Congr 3 to every one 
hundred thousand inhabitants, that w« ild rive 
to a State having only two hieadideil thousand 
white inhabitants five Representatives on this 
floor. That is not republicanism, sir. That is 
t anism. It is the very worst kind of 
a Government imaginable. It isdespotism to the 
extent of the slave representation—a cruel, brutal 
despotism. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of the South have 
been extre mely cunning in the argument of this 
question whenever it has been raised. When- 
ever the spirit of free discussion has arisen, and 
the question of slavery has been debated, they 
who were in favor of the abolition of shave ry were 
told that they were in favor of riving to the slaves 


anti-republre 


_ civil rights that white people had, the polit- 

il rights, and not only that but the socie al rights. 
The latter point was pressed with more vehe- 
mence than all the others. And while they have 


THE 
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pr l ’ rerut nt why Slavery 8 
t vith t Ss hoi 
] a | to ives ‘ the political 
Ver t { } (rovern 
| ther the 3 a 
It § j A I ] l Wi t 

} y hay 1 ¢ 

The men from New York who last addressed 
ie House Vir. Fernanpo Woop) said a most 
utiful tl r, but, sir, he put it to extremely 
rot ust ss*T" best Gr vernment isthat which 


yverns least.”’ | agree with him in the truism. 


‘The Government that idntates ay with slavery as | 


an institution does away with the mostinfamous 
system of government that was ever instituted 
It does away with a system 
man who domineers a cruel 
It does awe ay with a system which 
perverts the judgment of him as master and pan- 
( asest prope nsities of the human heart. 
li is a perpetual, never-dying despotism, And I 
vi 1 with the gentleman from New York, 
[Mri ‘erNANDO Woon,] and all others who will, 
in perpetuating all over the country that truism 
which he has uttered. lwould have the voice of 
freedom and free discussion and the song of free- 
dom go South, and the other song of the lash and 
should recede as these two 
Such would be the consequence of car- 


yy God’s earth. 
which makes the 


iskmaster. 


the clanking of chains 
advanced. 


rying out the truism which the gentleman has 
publishe i here to-day 
Sir, Fi was speaking of slaves. They are prop- | 
ty. They “we he d as such; that is, when we 


acknowledge the institution as a legal and right- 
ween man and man. Bat I deny that, 
in rightand justice,such an institution can exist. 
But, sir, the argument is that in States the insti- 
tution exists. If ithe so, human beings are prop- 
erty; and the five hundred thousand slaves are 
nothit r but property in the estimate as between 
man and man. And yet, sir, when the Repre- 

ntative leaves his State and comes into this Elall, 

e five hundred thousand slaves in his State count 
is three hundred thousand inhabitants, and the 
State sends here three members, on property 
owned in human beings over whom they exer- 
cise absolute control as property, whom they can 
buy and sell. But here they ste ind and talk haus 


the rights of freemen, the 


: } 
ful one bet 


riehts of free speech, 
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In 1854 the votaries of the slave nowe, 
lemanded that the Misso 
iat terated,andthatd 


Ibeobh 
is yielded to. Some of the older and fa, 


nes were fearful when that line was rem 
free institutions ind free labor in the st 
supremacy would get the advantage of tj 
power. And their fears w i witt 


| dation. 








the sovereignty of States, and the rights of their 


It is an Institution, sir, which has 
its pens where humanity is herded like cattle, and 
has its block in market where human beings are 
bought and sold. And that is claimed to be re- 
It is a republicanism, sir, which ts 
born of heli, not of ea arth, o or of above the earth. 
It is an institution which is now at war with this 
Government, and which will destroy it if it can. 
And we on this side of the House propose to do 
away with it in the way pointed out by the Con- 
stitution, or so to amend the Constitution that it 
cannot exist when peace is restored; and they 
cavil at it on the other side of the House. That 
shows, Mr. Speaker, how hollow their arguments 
are and how insincere their purposes and pre- 
tenses. 

Now, sir,’as to the political power exercised 
by this institution. Slavery wished that there 
should be a line of latitude between freedom and 


constituents. 


publicanism. 


lavery; and it gave us the Missouri compromise 
in 1820. It was legitimate, below a certain line 


Great 
1 f human right were to be bounded by 
lines of latitude and longitude. Llcannot enumer- 
ate all the opportunities it has sought to exercise 
power, and all the wrong it has done. 

But what has been done by the Government, 
under the dictation of the slave power, at certain 
well-known periods? In 1850 the State which I 
have the honor in part to represent upon this floor 
ndmitted into this Union except 

' . ry . . 
such an infamous compromise. The fugitive 


to hold slaves; above it it was unlawful. 
rinciples « 


could not he 


slave law had to be tacked on and made a partof 


the bundle. Itell gentlemen on the other side of 
the House that the Congress then in session, and 
the Executive who occupied the presidential chair 
at that day, did more mischief, more toward 
bringing about the condition of things we have 
suffered and endured, and which we are now suf- 
fering in agony, than any one public act ever 
done in this country. It was the low, crouching, 
and mean subserviency of great political parties 


to the encroacliments, arrogance, and aggressions | 


of the slave power 





| great parties of the country, the Democratic and 


aoe struggle in Kansas during the last A 
istration is an illustration of the fallacy of | 
judgment and human intention, for th 
who desired the admission of K: ANSAS as a sgl; 
State had the whole power of the Governm 
aid them. They had not only the civil but; 
military power to aid in subduing the people, 
bringing them to terms. It was all of no ay 
When the Lecompton constitution came be; 
Congress slavery sugared it all over in order 
make ita sweet morsel and palatable to the throa: 
of that people. They told them in the Eng 
bill, so infamous, that if they would ace: pt that 
constitution they might come in as a State with 
what population they then had. Not only t spa, 
but that they should have all of the salt rg 
and five per cent. of the receipts of the alee of the 
public lands in their State. This was the bri 
which they were offered to induce them to accept 
that constitution; and if Kansas should refuse tie 
offer admission should be postponed until she h 
the population the census required. In 1858, after 
that turmoil in which the Lecompton consti 
tion was attempted to be forced upon them, tl 
people took a vote on it and refuse 2d to acce pt the 
humiliating imposition by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. They became a free people and a fi 
State. In that movement slavery was defeated 

It has controlled political parties. Its pow 
has been so great that all political parties have 
been compelled to bend the knee to it. In 1850 
in the passage of the fugitive slave law, the two 


Whig, were represented in the infamous trar 
They joined their hands in infamous! 
lowship, a Democratic Congress passing it and 
a Whig Executive approving it. And in 1360 
there was no political party that did not bas ra 
and acknowledge the status of this institi 
slavery. ‘There was nota national party t 
a candidate for the Presidency butac ears lyed 
the right to hold slaves as property ina S! 
It could have no footing unless it did so. T 
present Executive took his seat in the presid 
tial chair with the recognition of the rightof ev 
State to have the institution of slavery invi 
by Federal action. And yet, sir, slavery ai 
gantly insisted that the Government was ageress- 
ive in its policy. In 1856 it demanded | 
tervéntion, and in the Cincinnati convention 1 
intervention was made a part of its platform. | 
1860, at Charleston, it demanded intervention, 
and because there was nota yielding and knock- 
ing under to that demand it divided the Dem 
cratic party, and ran its candidate upon that prop- 
osition. And then, notwithstanding the ple dge 
of every party that the institution of slavery 
a recognized institution of the different he les 
whose State constitutions allowed its existence, 
and which every State government could have 
within its limits, it made war upon this Govern- 
ment for ‘the reason that it would not acknow!l- 
edge the grasping policy which it demanded. 
And gentlemen argue here that we are waging 
war upon the South. Itis a falsehood in fact, 
yet not intended as such, because some as 
men as are here, men whom I know to be as | 
rect as can be upon this subjec t, still talk on this 


action. 


subject as though the Government was waging 


| that committee submitted 


war upon the South. 

Mr. Speaker, | commend to the a 
every member of this House for his perusal an¢ 
study a report that was made in the Thirty-six) 
Congress in the session of 1860-61. It is t! ; 
port of a select committee of five, appointed 0" 
the 9th of January, and to whom was referres 
the special messages of the President and suntry 
other papers. On the 28th of February, ]>U!; 
a report, and I w 
read from it an extract to be found upon page ¥ 

“ Self-preservation is the first law of a nation 
power to defend its implements of self-preservation I< 
of the clearest of all its powers. We cannot concerts 
a nation without the power to build and defend forts 


all implements of war within its own jurisdiction 
yet secession claims to have seized, within sisty 
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forts, costing #%,580,858, and mounting eleven 
and uwventy-tour gulls. 
' he United States, but two others are closely 

~4_ and assault is every day threatened. The arsen 
tne arms, te revenue cutters, the custom-houses, the 
ices, the mints, the money, and even the hospitals of 


ys of commerce are impeded. Seven States claim 
eleased themselves from all constitutional obliga 

_: to have disrupted the Government, and formed a 
and independent confederacy in the bounds of the 
{ States, allin the name of secession ; and yet we 
session is notonly a peaceful but a constitutional 


dvi as if the Constitution had provided for its own | 
retion by an inconsiderable fraction of the power that | 


made it.?? 

But, Mr. Speaker, it may be possible that some 
rentiemen upon this floor may question the ve- 
racity of that portion of the report, but those gen- 


tlemen will not ee the veracity of what I | 
, for it comes from one whom | 


am about to reac 
many of them loved at that time, and I do not 
know but their love still continues: 


“Even now the danger is upon us. In several of the 
sates which have not yet seceded, the forts, arsenals, and 
rines of the United States have been seized. 
most serious step Which has been taken since 
miuencement of the troubles, 
mg been left without garrisons and troops for its pro- 
tection, because no person doubted its security under the 
lag of the country in any State of the Union. Besides, 
te frontiers against Indian incursjons. The seizure 
this property, from all appearances, has been purely ag- 
, and not in resistance to any attempt to coerce 
i State or States to remain in the Union.” 


gressive 


This is an extract from a special message sent 


to Congress by James Buchanan, and has his sig- | 


nature as President. @ 

And this was signed on the 8th day of Janu- 
ary, 1861, almost two months before his presi- 
dentialterm expired. War! ‘Talk about waging 
war. 
across the pathway of the Government, seizing 


its property here and there, going in military ar- || 


ray and doing it, threatening men if they did not 


yield, and yet we are told that this Government | 
That | 


has been waging war against the South! 
is as big a lie as the institution of slavery is itself. 
I call slavery the great lie of the age, got up by 
a body of men, while this is a simple lie by tndi- 
viduals, and history will put the stamp upon it. 
But we are told further than that—and here is 
where men attempt to escape—that Abraham Lin- 
coln gave strength to the rebellion by his procla- 
mation. On the Ist day of January, 1863, Pres- 
ident Lincoln issued his proclamation after giving 
s hundred days’ notice, ample time for the rebel 
States to lay down their arms and come back 
into the Union and be as they were before they 
took up arms—a grace which none but the God 
of heaven would have given, and I doubt whether 
He would have given it. 
Why, sir, the Opposition seek an excuse under 
that proclamation to withdraw their aid to the 
Government in this hour of its peril. Let me re- 


mind such of a little piece of history taken from | 


the words of the vice president of the confederate 


States, and which has become a part of the his- | 


tory of that government. He says that the new 
government formed by them is based upon the 
institution of slavery asits foundation. 
tiemen object to getting at the foundation and 
knocking it to pieces? Do they desire to haggle 


at the branches, and attack the trunk before they | 
Is that the ae to destroy | 


reach the foundation? 
& system which has slavery as its foundation? 
There isa preferable mode. Strike at the founda- 
tion first, knock it out, and the superstructure 
will fall, and the whole mass will come crushing 
down. Itis the best blow possible to be struck. 

Mr. Speaker, gentlemen who would avoid sup- 
porting the Government cry, ‘* Oh, the proclama- 
ton!” The proclamation struck at the founda- 
tion. Itstruck at the root of the terrible aggression 
against this Government. It struck at the very 


Vitality of it, and every man of sense and judg- 
ment knows it, and they only deny it for an cx- 
cuse for not rendering aid to the Government. 
Mr. Speaker, there never was a time when 
jhe Proposition contained in this resolution and 
rop 
de 


in this ed amendment of the Constitu- 


~yited States are seized and held with impunity. ‘The | 


This | 


This public property 


ir small Army has searcely been sufficient to guard our | 


These villains were laying destruction | 


Do gen- | 
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tion needed more the action of this body than 
now, at this time, during this session; and, sir, 
the States, by their Legislatures, should act upon 
it at their earliest sessions after it shall have 
passed this Congress. The Constitution should 
be adapted to the condition of the country where 
the noble men of the loyal States are giving up 
their lives and where they have given them up 
by thousands. Their bones are bleaching upon 
hundreds of battle-fields. They are drenching 
with their blood the soil over which they are 
moving with victory perching on their banners and 
killing out the roots of slavery so that it cannot 
exist; and we, as the legislative part of this Gov- | 
ernment, should be adapting the Constitution and 
all the laws as speedily as we can to the new 
condition of the country where our armies do 
march in triumph, so that we may never see nor 
feel again this power that has come so near being 
the end of this nation. 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH. Mr. Speaker, I shall 
not attempt to wander over the road traveled by 
the gentleman who preceded me, [Mr. Hiesy,} 
but will endeavor to take a common-sense view 
of the subject, and in plain language strive to give 
expression to the sentiments] entertain in regard 
to the proposition now before the House. 

For the first time in the history of our country 


| a serious attempt is about to be made to intro- 
| duce a radical change in the Constitution under 


which we have enjoyed the greatest amount of 
earthly blessings ever vouchsafed to a nation. 
The question as to its propriety is therefore a 
grave one, beset with many perils, and its con- 
sideration should be approached with the greatest 
care and conducted with the most serious delib- 
eration. Indeed, the necessity for such a change 
should first be made clearly manifest, and placed 
beyond all doubt, before its consideration at all 
should be allowed seriously to occupy our minds. 

The subject embraced in the proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution, that of prohibiting in- 
voluntary servitude, or, in other words, slavery, 
in any State or ‘Territory, is not a new one and 
for the first time agitated. It received the atten- 


| tion of the framers of that instrument, and was 


exhaustively debated and thoroughly considered 
by them. They were not unmindful of the fact 
that the time might arrive when it would require 
the greatest forbearance on the one side and the 
utmost caution on the other to avoid a crisis like 
that in which the nation is now plunged. They 
settled the distracting question for themselves by 
mutual concession on the part of conflicting in- 
terests and views, and then provided for the per- 
manency of that settlement by the adoption of a 
clause in the Constitution providing that amend- | 
ments to it should be made only with the assent 
of three fourths of the parties to the compact. 
They feared that at some future time an attempt 
might be made to tamper with the Constitution in 
order to unjustly benefit or interfere with an espe- 
cial interest or a particular section of country at 
the expense of another, and established what they 
believed to be an impassable barrier to any such 
attempt. They sought to place the glorious result 
of their labors upon as it were a rock, against 
which the fluctuating, surging tides of evanescent 
popular majorities and the stormy waves of mere 
partisan strife should be impotent to endanger its 
permanence. And there in that firm position it 


| has remained invulnerable, if not unassailable, to 
| the present time, an illustration and embodiment 
| of human wisdom the most sublime ever reared 


by the mind of man. 

Revering the Constitution as I do, can it be 
wondered at that | should receive the bare sug- 
gestion of amending it with any other than feel- 
ings of doubt and misgiving, and that before 
1 can give my assent to any proposition for its 
amendment even for real and apparent defects, 


still less for fancied ones, I must be clearly con- 
| vineed that it is indispensable to the future well- 


| 


t) 


I 


being of the country? I must not only be satis- 
fied that it will infallibly tend to restore peace to 
the country and harmony to the Union, but also 


| also to Inquire into the objects and motives of its 


| party now administering the Government. 


| within the borders of the Republic should be in- 
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cious moment for itsinauguration. In examining 
the proposition before us, with a view to sauisfy 
my mind upon these points, it will be pertinent 


advocates here—whether their real desire is the 
benefit of every section of the country, or only 
that of a particular locality coupled with the cor 
rupt purpose of perpetuating the power of the 


‘The advocates of the proposition to amend the 
Constitution have endeavored to show by various 
arguments that the country could not continue to 
prosper while slavery was permitted to exist in 
the ‘Territories or States of the Union, and that 
therefore a clause prohibiting the holdir= of slaves 


serted in that illustrious and venerated instru- 
ment. How long, let me ask, is it since it was 
discovered that the country could not prosper 
under our Constitution? Why, but a few years 
since to preach such a doctrine would have sub 
jected the party having the hardihood to do it to 
the scorn and contumely of the people. Even the 
noisiest abolition brawling fanatics, whether of 
the slightest tinge or of the darkest hue, have in- 
variably acknowledged that the country was pros- 
perous, at least up to and until the outbreak of 
the rebellion. 

The absurdity of the argument that the pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution is necessary 
to the prosperity of the country is so manifest 
that to me it seems almost absurd to attempt se- 
riously to refute it. It is eithera crazy delusion 
or a wicked and willful falsehood on the part of 
those who promulgateit. No, sir; the prosperity 
of the country has been marred and its welfare 
affected, not by the legitimate operation of the 
Constitution, but vy the efforts that have been 
made to interfere with and overthrow it. The 
continual intermeddling with and agitation of the 
subject of slavery ws some of the people of the 
free States who hac frantic upon that 
question, and the use made of that frenzied state 





become 


| of mind by others of them in promoting the grat- 


ification of their inordinate desire for public office 
and political spoils, may well be regarded as 
among the primary causes that have hastened, if 
not produced, the unhappy condition in which we 
now find the country. 

While the Constitution was respected and en- 
forced, for three quarters of a century, we were 
happy and prosperous; and it was not until a 
miserable set of political charlatans sought to 
blind the people to their grasping for place and 
power by a false issue that this ery was raised 
that the instrument was defective and needed 
amendment. It wasthe production of the master 
minds of the age in which they lived, men who, 
if alive to-day, would be joyfully intrusted by 
the people with the task of leading the nation out 
of the calamities into which it has been plunged 
by the corrupt and incompetentimbeciles to whose 
hands the destinies of the country are now con- 
fided. Is it wise, under these circumstances, to 
discard their labors and teachings, and to attempt 
a change which may be sowing the seeds of our 
utter destruction. ‘The fate of him who was we'll, 
took physic to make him better, and died incon- 
sequence thereof, is an apt illustration of the dan- 


| gers of tampering with the Constitution, under the 


that the present is the proper and most auspi- || 


benign influences of which, heretofore, our na- 
tional health has been so hearty and robust. It 
needs no physic, and least of all such as now 
offered us by political quacks and mountebanks, 
to improve our condition. 

Were risks are but smallin comparison with 
benefits anticipated, there perhaps may be justi- 
fication in trying experiments, butthe risk of al- 
tering one line, nay, even a single word of the 
Constitution, may involve us In consequences so 
fatal to the welfare and the liberties of the people 
that it would be worse than madness to attempt 
it. The alteration once commenced and the peo- 
ple made familiar with the idea of its mutability, 
and who can tell how soon other and more fan- 


| cied grievances and wrongs, or even the reckless 


desire to pull down everything that bears upon 





| 


Z946 


rm the least stamp of antiquity, now so prevalent 
Among us, may cause other and more radical 


changes, untilin the end, of the now solid and per- 
fect structure which } tood the test of years, 
ivi ive W remain Thi f orious work 

of the fathers of the RR nu , tne pertection of 
human wisdom as it has often been pronounced, 
may thus be me a mere piece of patch-work, 
haped and tra rmed at the wi land caprice ot 

the parties in power until at last there shall re- 
main of tb indie of shreds ind patches as 
o mournful remtoder of its former vcreatness. 
Grod for lthat such a destiny shall await the 
American Constitution. I regard, sir, this prop- 


osition foran amendment of the Constitution but 

irt of the scheming and agitation which re- 
ilted in the origin and suc of the party now 
controlling the Government, and brought forward 
in the hope, vain | trust, of securing for it a new 
iease of power. 

By grossly high coloring and unfairly exag- 
gerating the evils of slavery, these politicians 
succeeded in exciting among the people a senti- 
ment of blind enthusiastic sympathy forthe negro, 
of which they artfully availed themselves asa 


stepping stone to place and power. -And they now 


seek by appeals to the passions and prejudices of 


the people stimulated by the events of the war, 
and by misrepresentation and the raising of false 
issues, to perpetual their hold of the position 
which by the means to which I have referred 


they have succeeded in obtaining. This propo- 


sition toamend the Constitution for the benefit 
of the negro is,1 repeat, but a new dodge in their 
rai ‘Che Democratic party are to be abused 
ind malicned anew for daring to oppose them 


in their destructive care r, and another agitation 


attempted to be excited, based upon the plea of 


justice to the negro { say their destructive 
career, and I believe Lam fully warranted in using 
the expression, bec enotwithstanding all their 
vaunting professions of extreme patriotism and 
loyalty (the latter a phrase only properly apnpro- 
priat in countrics where monare hical Govern- 
ments preva perpetrated many acts 
which history w pronounce to be subversive 
of the best interests of the nation and tending 
still further to widen the breach which we have 
striven at the cost of hundreds of thousands of 
valuable lives and thousands of millions of treas- 
ure ineflectually to close. 

What need, let me ask, have these politicians 
foranamendment of the Constitution, for any ob- 
ject?) Have they ever failedy- when their purpose 
seemed to them to require it, to disregard it both 
in spirit and letter? If those who dilfer with me 
shall answer this in the negative, let them, if they 
areable, wipe away the stain of confiscatin: lands, 
inclear violation notonly of the spirit of the Con- 
stitution but of the only liberal construction that 
can be put upon it. Let them account for the dis- 


regard of its provisions in the numerous cases of 


arbitrary arrests, a power heretofore ouly exer- 
eised by military authority, under despotism, and 
the creation of which was never contemplated by 
our forefathers. Could the framers of our Magna 
Charta have foreseen that the time would ever ar- 
rive when it would be undertaken to suppress the 
publication of newspapers, and upon a pretextso 
frivolous as that put forth in the case of the World 
and the Journal of Commerce, they would have 
abandoned their work in despair. ‘These are acts 
in violation of the Constitution, and which can 
only be perpetrated by means of military force. 
Let us hope that we shall have no more of them, 
nnd that we are not yet lost to allsense of patriot- 
ism and those feelings which animated our fore- 
fathers when they declared themselves a free and 
independent people, willing to stake their lives 
and sacred honors to maintain that declaration. 
Let us not become forgetful of their sacrifices and 
the boon they have conferred upon us, but resolve 
to continue with a steady and unfaltering step to 
travel the road they have marked out for us, and 
which, always pursued by the Democratic party, 
has under their guidance conducted the Republic 
to happiness, glory, and renown. 

A part of the game to retain power and control 
of the Government has been to misrepresent and 
vituperate the Democratic party. Weare charged 
with opposing their proposed change in the Con- 
sutution simply with a design to thwart the Gov- 
ernment in its purposes and action, and to frus- 


™ = % ™ 7 “ i 

. ° . | 
This isno newcharge. The Democratic party 
have all along been accused by these political 

schemers of conduct tendingto give aid and com- 


| 


fort to our enemies, a 
troying it HO 


nd thereby assisting in de- 
ne of arestoration of the Union to 
its former proud stand among the nations of the 
earth, when its emblem of nationality was re- 
spected in every clime, the dread of tyrants and 
They are often 
in derision styled ** copperheads,’ with intent to 
convey the idea of their favorable disposition to 
southern confederacy and their op- 
ito ourown Government. These charges 
ind accusations need no retort nor defense. They 
fall harmless at the feet of the Democratic party. 
The hundreds of thousands of brave and patriotic 
members of that party who fill the ranks of our 
heroic armies, and whose remains are molder- 
ing beneath the battle-fields of the war, and the 
pecuniary contributious of thousands of their 
brethren in civil life in behalf of the cause of the 
Union, suffice to show the proud position occu- 
pied by the Democratic party inthis controversy. 
Their acts speak more eloquently than words, 
and the railing of the blatant babblers in the ranks 
of the Administration supporters will fail to blot 
or obscure the glorious record. 

Kut here let me say that these aspersions upon 
and misrepresentation of the Democratic party, 
wanton and unjustifiable as they are, have tended 
more to the prolongation of the civil war than a 
casual observation would lead one to suppose. 
They have tended tuencourage the rebels in hold- 
ing out against a return to their allegiance, and in 
persisting in their vain effort to establish a 
Government of their own. ‘Thisthey have done 
by inducing them to believe that there was in the 
States adhering to the Union a party as power- 
ful asis the Democratic party, sympathizing with 
their efforts and wishing them success. By con- 
veying this impression and by the everlasting 
cries of copperhead, traitor, secessionist, and 
other opprobrious and tying epithets, of late so 
lavishly heaped upon the members of the Demo- 
cratic party, the supporters of the Administration 
have, in my candid opinion, helped to prolong a 
war which should long ere this have been ended. 
And let me ask, would it not be a fair argument 
for the rebels to use to these would-be pure patriots 
who are so Genunciatory of the acts of their fellow- 
citizens who differ with them in opinion, should 
they, the rebels, say: ‘* You admit that you are 
in favor of a Government selected by a majority 
of the governed, and you say that you believe 
the power of sovereignty is still vested*in the 

| people, and that they possess the right to delegate 
it to such of their number as a majority of them | 
may select?’? You will not deny this, and the 
rebelscontinue: *f You allege that the Democrats 
of the North are copperheads, in favor ef the 
rovernment of one Jeff. Davis; in short, that 
they are secessionists in sentiment; if so, why do 
you war against us and condemn us as rebels? 
You must admit that combined we rebels and 
the copperheads, who, as you say, are in favor 
of our Government, constitute a large majority 
of the peopte North and South; therefore our 
rebellion, according to your own showing, is 
justifiable and becomes a revolution, because it is 
based upon a desire for a change of Government, 
| which, according to the principle recognized by 
us all, the majority of the people have an un- 
questioned right to make.’? This is the argu- 


the star of hope of the oppressed. 


the so-called 


NOSsItIO 


| ment you put in the mouths of the rebels, and 


upon your own premises | imagine you would 
find it exceedingly difficult if not absolutely im- 
possible to confute it. 

Mr. Speaker, the language I have used may not 
be as eloquent nor my arguments as clear and 


| lucid as I could wish and as others more capable 


to the task might have given expression to; but 
I believe my idea of popular government will be 
understood. No one, lam sure, with the least 
particle of love for the Union inspiring him, can 
fail to see the harm done to its cause by our op- 
ponents, not only by their unceasing use of lan- | 
guage unbecoming American citizens, but by the 

commission of acts which are disgraceful in the 


/extreme. Certain it is that to charge the Demo- 


cratic party with having brought about the evils 
under which the nation labors, and with aiding 
and abetting in their continuance, does not tend | 
to promote the fraternal feeling which should | 


trate its efforts for the restoration of the Union. || prevail among us, especially at the present. \ 
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So much for this charge that the Democrats aro 
the enemies of the Government. I acknowledo. 
sir, and here I hope I may not be misundersto,, 
that when I speak of the Government | mea, 
Government as distinct and different from t 
dividuals who, for the time being, adminj 
'‘l'o further explain: | love and venerate the G 
ernment and the Constitution defining its pow, 
and I maintain a proper respect for the autho, 
ties elected or appointed under it; but I reser, 
the right to examine into their official conduct; n 
to express my disapproval of their acts if they : 
not accord with my sense of propriety ar 
tice, even though such acts may be those of a 
stitutionally elected President. I say I claim 
right to disapprove, asl do, of many of the of 
actsof Abraham Lincoln, the President of the Uy). 
ted States. Tothisextent, no more, has the Demo. 


| cratic party sinned; and what sincere and candid 


friend of free speech can arraign them for that? 
Having, Mr. Speaker, referred to these uy- 
founded charges against the Democratic party, so 
far as I consider them worthy of notice, | desire 
somewhat to examine the claims of their opno- 
nents to all the political virtues which they so 
boastingly put forth. Let us see, also, whether 


| these professions of desire to restore the Union are 


founded in truth or conceived in a genuine spirit 
of patriotism. ‘They assert that the institution 
of slavery is the primary cause of this war, and 
that it should, therefore, be no longer allowed to 
exist. At first blush theassertion appears to have 
considerable force, and the consequence which 
they insist should attend seems to follow nat 

rally enough. I deny, however, slavery to hay 
been the origin of all our evils; but admitting, for 
the sake of the argument, that it was, upon reflec- 
tion it will be found that the question still arises, 
is its utter annihilation at the present time, and 
in the present condition of the country and that 
of the negro race, the proper remedy? As well 
might it be contended that the utter destruct: 

of life is the best mode of relieving long-con- 
No sensible physician 
would either in theory or practice advocate such 
a treatment, and yet in what respect do the cases 
differ? The immediate abolition of slavery no 
one will deny strikes a death-blow at the very 
existence of the communities whose people are 
said to be cursed with the institution. A sater 
and more certain method to restore them to polit 
ical health would be a resort to gradual emanci- 
pation or some other measure of a like nature, 
[t might at least have been allowed consideration, 
for it should not be forgotten that the southern 
people themselves are not wholly accountable for 
the evil of slavery. Their brethren of the Nort 
are more responsible for its introduction amo 
them, and should therefere be the last to deman 
that their title to what has always been recog- 
nized as property should be destroyed merely to 
satisfy the inordinate cravings of fanaticism. For 
one I can never consent to the adoption of a meas- 
ure which must utterly abrogate their former ac- 
knowledged rights and destroy their political ex- 
istence, and thus deprive them of a participation 


- 
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| in the blessings enjoyed by other portions of the 


country to whose birth and prosperity they have 
so largely contributed by their willing sacrilice 


| of blood and treasure. 


But passing over this question and conceding, 
if you please, for argument’s sake, the position ol 


| our opponents, what justification can they pos- 
| sibly find for their attempt to enact laws depriving 


innocent offspring of lands owned by their fore- 
fathers, and thus robbing them of their lawful in- 
heritance, to be parceled out among these |iber- 
ated slaves? Thisis an assumption of power 
direct violation of the Constitution, quite as much 
so as would be a law for the utter abolition of 
slavery. And yet we have had not even a hint 
of a proposition to amend that instrument so as 
to permit of confiscation. And why? Was it 
because that, unlike the slavery agitation, there 
was no political capital to be made from such 4 
proposition, and because they feared that a prop- 
osition so outrageous might lead to a more care- 
ful inquiry and scrutiny into their acts by te 
people, and result in the raising of a whirlwine 
the effects of which no political organization cour’ 
withstand? It would seem so, at all events. 
Again, why are we not asked to amend the 
Constitution so as to confer greater powers up0" 
the Administration to justify them in their unw 
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arrests? Is it not because 

“tly raised ? 
n actually guilty parties; and what can be said 
ation of the Incarceration of citizens Ina 
as a punishment for a casual remark or 
oneeivable offense whatever, upon mere 
-yolous charges preferred by irresponsible par- 
'.> ‘The Constitution also provides for the free- 
‘the press. Why are we not asked to 
Will 
ire doit?) No,and yet thep have not hesi- 
t the constitutional guarantee utterly at 
Why, one of the main planks of the 
form upon which the Administration party 
into power was the assertion of the freedom 
of the press, and yet see how they have disre- 
-arded their promises and pledges. Have we not 
‘en made the scorn and laughing-stock of the 
ivilized world, from the fact that, with all our 


l 


ii 


| itso as to prohibit such freedom? 


itos 


eantable anaes 

ae car the verdict of the people upon such an | 
ere The Constitution prohibits 
tion of cruel and unusual punishment | 


| 


they were. Their innocence was shortly after 
established beyond even a shadow of a doubt, 
and had to be admitted by the very parties who, 
under color of authority, so ruthlessly deprived 
them of their liberties. Noamends can be made 
for the injury done bv such unauthorized assump- 
tion and exercise of arbitrary power, and ‘it 
should, therefore, not be allowed to pass un- 
noticed, but be properly rebuked, and receive at 
least the merited indignation of every lover of 
freedom, and of all those who have any regard 
for the fundamental law and the observance of 
its mandates. 

The placing of a military guard over the prop- 
erty of the company and depriving them of its use 
for the time being, 1s yetanotheractdone without 
authority and in clear violation of the Constitution. 


|, It may not beas deplorable in its results; but that 


boasted freedom, our press is muzzled to an ex- 


tent searcely paralleled in any age. or country 
since the art of printing was discovered? Is it 
not on pain of extinction that our public journals 


nh 


are compelled to refrain from giving utterance to | 
their opinions and obliged to remain silent, while | 


l 


etupid and stupendous lies are daily perpetrated 


and circulated by parties who, affecting to be par | 


excellence the friends of the Union, are influenced 
by purposes of plundering or stock-jobbing oper- 

ms, or both? Has not the suspension of the 
two journals alluded to before, and known asthe 
Journal of Commerce and the World, by order 
{the President, and placing a military guard in 
possession of the premises, presses, and printing 
materials, been of a character to alarm every 
freeman and justly excite his apprehension for 
the liberty of the press in the future? Have the 
American people already become so familiar with 
the perpetration of Kindred acts that they cease 
to warn them of approaching danger? I hope 
and trust the people have not yet become so in- 
different and have so tamely submitted to these 
aitempts to trample upon or abrogate their sacred 
rights guarantied by the Constitution as to have 
sulfered them to be taken away without opposi- 
tion, or have deservedly lost their title to them 
bydefault. ‘The despotic theory that ‘* the king 
can do no wrong”? can never be recognized by 
Americans nor its practice tolerated on American 
soil. 

If the publication of the bogus proclamation 
was what itis claimed to have been, a criminal 
transgression of law, the offending parties should 
have been arrested on a warrant issued by acivil 
magistrate and taken before him for a hearing, 
been allowed an opportunity to answer,and if able 
establish their innocence and show that they 
were not guilty of the offenses charged against 
them. This privilege was denied, though itwas 
soon discovered that they did not commit nor in- 
tend to commit any wrong, and that they were 
simply the victims of a base and fraudulent im- 
position. Had these papers been published in 
the interest of the Administration they might 
not have received such harsh treatment. The 
actually guilty party who had committed the act 
was soon discovered, arrested, and taken to that 
celebrated Government boarding-house, ‘* Fort 
La Fayette,’? where he should be kept for the 
good of the country and the improvement of his 
morals; but L am informed he is soon to be lib- 
erated and will be once more at large, free to 
‘gain play his pranks at any moment uponsome 
unsuspecting victim. Like the fox he may lose 
iis hair, but I doubtif, like the fox, he ever loses 
iis tricks. He was an attendant at Beecher’s 
church; a prominent member, nay, I believe the 
president of one of the numerous loyal leagues; 
and if true, as I am led to believe, that it is to 
these circumstances he will owe his speedy lib- 
eration, he will prove to have been much more 


fortunate than other and, in my opinion, much | 


better citizens and purer patriots. 

At the time of the suppression of the journals 
named many if not all the employés of the Inde- 
pendent Telegraph Company were deprived of 
their liberties, under circumstances, if possible, 
more to be regretted by the people. These men 
Were incarcerated in a dungeon upon a mere sus- 
picion that possibly they could have been guilty 
of transmitting this notorious bogus proclamation 








does not justify it nevertheless. The pecuniary 


| loss occasioned by these unlawful proceedings 


I admit can be restored, but nothing can be done 
to blot them out. lam informed that it is the 


| intention to give the company some of the Gov- 





ernment patronage hitherto exclasively bestowed 
upon their rivals in business. But notwithstand- 
ing all this, what a sad page the recital of these 
wrongs will fill in the history of our country. 
Let us not, for Heaven’s sake, tamper with the 
Constitution. We have a work of more import- 
ance to perform; let ug try and do it; yes, do it 
manfully, and not hesitate; let us see that the 
Constitution is respected in future; let us insist 


| upon the proper enforcement of its provisions at 


all times and in all places, high or low; and let us 


| not be deterred from inflicting condign punish- 


ment upon him who has the presumption to dure 
to violate or disregard it. 

Let us talk no more about amending the Con- 
stitution to altempt to free the negroes. Are we 
not warned by the signs of the times, lest in so 
doing we may not only lay the foundation for 
enslaving the white people of this country, bat 
of the whole American continent beyond redemp- 
tion and for all time to come? 

Mr. Speaker, I repeat that on no occasion when 
the purposes of those administering the Govern- 
ment have seemed to them to demand it, have they 
hesitated to infringe upon and disregard the Con- 
stitution. Not only by theiracts, butinnumber- 


less instances by the teachings of those who are | 


recognized as expounders and exponents of their 


views, have they asserted that where the Constitu- | 


tion stood in the way ofthe carrying into effect of 


their policy the Constitution mustgive way. This | 


is the doctrine daily preached by that pulpit politi- 
cian, Henry Ward Beecher, and the worthies who 


affiliate with hima in political sentimentand action. | 


And no one will question that they are the very 
apostles of the political faith of the partisans in 
power. This same Mr. Beecher, in 1863, said in 
Plymouth church in speaking of the Constitution, 
‘¢ | know it is said that the President is not the 
Government. What!’’ he exclaimed, ‘* asheep- 
skin parchment a Government!’’ doubtless pre- 
suming the assemblage to be in unison with him 
in sentiment. Why, sir, this is as much a sub- 
stitution of the mere will of the Administration in 
place of the written law as the most arbitrary 
despot in history has ever dared to exercise. 

It was for no more daring assertion of kingly 
prerogative and usurpation of power that Charles 
[ of England lost his head upon the scaffold. 
Louis XIV of France, when he arrogantly de- 
clared, ‘* The State—I am the State,’’ and acted 
upon that declaration, scarcely went further than 
this new doctrine, which boldly announces that 
the Constitution may be violated upon the pre- 
text that, in the opinion of the President, it is 
necessary to do so topreserve the Union. Louis 
had the Bastile, in which by a summary process, 
secretly and without trial, those who dared to 
criticise or oppose his policy were incarcerated. 
The Administration have Fort La Fayette in 
which, for no greater offenses, American citizens 


| have been subjected to similar treatment. History, 


we are told, repeats itself; and the parallel | have 
cited would seem to be an illustration of the truth 
of the saying. Let those having charge of the 


| Government beware that the parallel is not carried 


still further. Louis Philippe restrained the freedom 


| of the French press,and went so far as to attempt 
| to prohibit the right ofethe citizens peacefully to 


assemble in public meeting, and the result was 


over the wires of the company in whose employ || that he was forced to fly the country, not dis- 


| us has been resuscitated, or because the majority 


| character to be disputed about and disposed of 
| hereafter. 
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guised in a long military cloak and Scotch cap, it 
Parisian hod-carrier. Let the Administration, 
then, | repeat, be warned in time, for there are 
limits beyond which it is not safe to trench upon 
the rights even of a people so patient as those of 
the United States have shown themselves to be. 

Already the indignant mutterings of the peo- 
ple at the repeated gross violation of freedom of 
speech and discussion are to be heard coming up 
in tones that should give most significant warn- 
ing that the limit of endurance has been reached 

Why is there this apparent hesitancy at this 
moment to treat the Constitution in regard to the 
institution of slavery as they have treated it in 
respect to the points to which I have referred? 
There was no hesitancy to violate that sacred in- 
strument in the case of the emancipation procla- 
mation and confiscation acts. And why this new- 
born delicacy and reluctance manifested in the 
present request to go through the form of its 
amendment? Is it because the old love and rever- 
ence for the Constitution orice so universal among 


here repent of its many wanton violations on 
their part?) No, sir; I can give them credit for 
no such reform and repentance. [tis an attempt 
to replenish again their almost exhausted stock of 
political capital by creating a new issue based 
upon the slavery question before the people, in 
the hope of renewing again that agitation upon 
the turbulent waves of which they were swept 
into the power which they have so deplorably 
abused, 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me to ap- 
peal to gentlemen of the Opposition to pause and 
reflect. Let me remind them that the country 
has little to hope for the future unless the war 
and its speedy and successful termination be not 
made the primary and unceasing object of all our 
efforts. Let us, | beseech you, thus occupy our 
attention, and leave this carping about consti- 
tutional amendments and other measures of like 


Is not the war sull the question of 
all questions pressing upon our consideration? 
Alas! no one can deny it. Let our earnest effort 
then be to unite in the endeavor to secure an 
early and honorable termination thereof. Above 
alllet us not be led astray by a desire for mere 
partisan success, and thus, through party strife, 
place additional barriers in the way of the con- 
summation that our people so fervently desire. 
Let our aim be to restore the country to its former 
happy condition; but, if unsuccessful, let us at 
least maintain our great charter inviolate. Let 
us heed the lesson which history teaches us, that 
it is wisest always to leave well enough alone. 

Mr. SHANNON obtained the floor. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they had 
examined and found truly enrolled anact (H.R. 
No. 486) to amend an actentitled **An act to pro- 
vide a temporary government for the Territory of 
Idaho,”’ approved March 3, 1863; and anact (H. 
R. No. 504) to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to sell the marine hospital and grounds 
at Chicago, Illinois, and to purchase a new site 
and build a new hospital; when the Speake: 
signed the same. 

The hour of five o’clock p. m. having arrived, 
the House took a recess until half past seven 





| o’clock p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The House reassembled at half past seven 
o’clock p. m. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous 
consent, the Indian appropriation bill, returned 
from the Senate with amendments, was taken 
from the Speaker’s table and referred to the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Mr. STEVENS. 1 ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for an order to have printed 
some amendineuts which I propose to offer to the 
bill of the House (No. 515) to provide ways and 
means for the support of the Government. 

There being no objection, the order to print was 
made. 


ee aoe 


| 


Lhe Llouse then 1 imed the consideration of 
the joint resolution f the Senate proposing 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, on which the gentleman from California 
| Mr. Suannowx] was entitled to the floor, 

Mr. WHEELER. 


the gentleman from California | desire to present 


With the permission of 


in amendment to the resolution, which J shall 


tier at the proper time, 


Fhe Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


Adil to the resolution the following : 
/ That this article shall not apply to the States 
ofl tu Missourt, Delaware, and Maryland until atter 
tion Ol ten years trom the time the same shall be 


Mir. WHEELER. I ask consent to print an 
imenton this sabject which I am unable to 

iver. 

There was no Voie ction, and leave was grant d, 

| Lhe spec h will be publish d in the Appr he 

dix. | ' 

Mr, SHANNON. Before proceeding with my 
remarks, | desire to say that bhave given my 
friend from Llinois (Mr. Incersoit] half of my 
time. He isa new member, and was not aware 
that he would have an opportunity to speak until 
late this evening, and could not prepare his re- 
marks before to-morrow morning. IL trust, there- 
fore, that under these circumstances he will be 
permitted to occupy halt of my tune to-morrow 
instead of this evening. 

There was no objection, 

Mr. SHANNON. 
dicted to boring this Elouse with set speeches, 
and nothing save the de ep conviction I feel of the 
importance of the question now pending would 
mduce meon this occasion tooccupy time in these 
closing days of the session. But, sir, | would 
notdo justice to the constituency I represent were 
I not to place upon the record my protest and 
their protest against this rebellion and its unholy 


It will not, [ trust, be necessary in this, the 


fourth year of our struggle, to press upon this 
[louse proof that slavi ry isalone responsible for 
this war. No man who has read cart fully the 
history of the past eighty years, whatever may 
be his political bias, will, | think, differ with this 
oOpimion, It is now our province to inquire 


whether that curse can be pe rpetuated with safety 
to American freedom and national unity, and if 
we find that it cannot, it will then become our 
duty to see to it that for the future it shall not 
existas an element of disruption and disintegra- 
tionin our midst, 

Sir, the apothegm “liberty regulated by law”? 
expresses my idea of the spirit of American in- 
stitutions. It is that condition of the people 
wherein each is at liberty to regulate his own do- 
mestic affairs according to his own judgment or 
eaprice, only being careful that those laws which 


protect the rights of his neighbor from infringe- | 


ment must not be violated. Slavery isinconsist- 
ent with this condition; it makes the many sub- 
ject to the few, makes the laborer the mere tool 
of the capitalist, and centralizes the political 
power of the nation, Yet, sir, this centralization 
is not such as that which gave Russia her solid- 
ity and despotic greatness; it is that cheaper arti- 
cle from which ** petty lords and feudal despots”’ 
spring. It draws around the slave-owning nabob 


all the petty trappings of the feudal system, and | 


d 
Its slaves are numbered as people to be repre- 
sented, yet considered before the law as soulless 
beasts of burden. ‘The man who owns five hun- 
dred slaves figures in the tables of representation 
as the equal of three hundred non-slaveholders. 
ln plain Saxon, Mr. Speaker, the half-witted 
heir toa plantation stocked with five hundred 
negroes, located in a slave State, has just the 
same voice in this Hall as have three hundred of 
your constituency, even though my friends on 
the opposite side should move into your district, 


Much was said a few years ago on this floor | 
and elsewhere about higher law, and men were | 
branded with every opprobrious epithet who be- || 
lieved that siavery should be amenable to a law | 


higher than constitutions or human enactments. 
Sur, the statesman of the North was not responsi- 
ble for that doctrine; the Commonwealth of Ken- 


Mr. Speaker, lam not ad- 


foes not hesitate to assume like political powers. | 


The onstitution of that State, ad yp d in} 1850, 


contains this remarkable sentence: 


* That the rightof property is before and higher thanany 
constitutional sanetion; that the right of the owner ot a 


slave to such slave and its increase is the same, and as 
inviolable, as the right of the owner of any other property 
whatever.’ 

Now, sir, any gentleman who will turn to 
article thirteen, section three, of that instrument 
will see that! do not misquote the people of Ken- 
tucky when I assert that with them slavery as- 
sumes to exist by a *‘ higher law’’ than the con- 
‘* He that is not for 
Slavery is by its own decla- 
rations jn antagonism to our Constitution, and 
for that reason, if for no other, | would oppose 
its continuance, 

Sir, slavery rolls back the car of civilization, 


stitutions of our fathers. 
us is against u eg 


and brings us once more to the feudal age, giving | 


us that system with all of its iniquities; and yet 
without its claims to respectability. Can such a 
system be legitimate fruit growing upon the tree 
of liberty planted by our patriot fathers and 
watered by theitblood? Is it not rather a poison- 
ous parasite which clings to the sides of the tree, 
sucking up its sap, smothering its foliage, and 
sure in the end to destroy it?) Kor my own part 
I could never understand why thé owner of slaves 


should be entitled to more political weight than | 
the man who earns his daily bread by his daily 


toil. 


I conceive, sir, that that nation is greatest the 
largest proportion of whose people are educated, 
possessed of the comforts of life, and are en- 
dowed with citizenship. Let the voting masses 
of any country be composed of an independent 
yeomanry the majority of whom are freeholders 
of moderate yet sufficient estate, let them be fairly 
schooled, intélligent, each one bearing a fair share 
of the responsibilities of the Government, and 
that nation will be healthy; more, sir, it will be 
great in a nobler sense than Rome was great. 

Small farms, small towns, manufacturing com- 
munities and villages, rather than cities or large 
estates, are among the conditions of true national 
greatness. ‘lo each of these slavery is in an- 
lagonism. It revels in extensive plantations, 
seeks to deprive those who are not citizens of ed- 
ucation, independence, and the comforts of life, 
and by increasing the proportion of slaves re- 
duces the number of its citizens to the smallest 
possible point. With it the statesmanship that la- 
bors to secure ‘* the greatest good to the greatest 
number’’ is inverted, and the greatest good to the 
smallest number is substituted. 


Slavery and barbarism are identical. There 
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it utterance, the less do Tr Spect him: ior at 
may be pitied, a hypocrite must be des, 
Slavery divine, indeed! Is its divinity att 
by its unbridled licentiousness, or by its degr). 
dation of labor; by its destruction of every fan, 
tie, or its prostitution of both races in prohibi: 
its victims from acquiring that knowledge wh 
would enable them to read God’s holy word: 

Where, then, are the fruits of its groy 
which proclaim it as emanating from on his}: 
Shame on the blasphemy which would saudi 
such an accursed institution upon the God of 
and mercy! Man could heap no greater ¢ 
mely upon his Maker than to attribute so un! 
a thing to Heaven. 

jut, sir, some of these learned churchmen why 
find it profitable to advocate the divinity of s 
very may conceive that this thievish rebellion j 
a bud of hope suggestive of acoming confeder y 
that shall prove to be a divine fruitage. Perhays 
sir, the grand dream of a confederacy whose ¢ 
izens should be above the vulgar necessity of t 
and who should, every man of them, luxuriate 
the enjoyment of a fat office, or rejoice in | 
possession of a princely revenue, would proy 
the disease which gave birth to the utopian dream, 
as being born of Heaven. 

A. H. Stephens declared that the confederacy 
had slavery for its corner-stone. Mad brains ha 
conceived the idea that a nation could be builded 


| up all of whose citizens—not all of its people— 


should be free gentlemen and ladies, free not only 
to act as their own refined instincts might dictate 
in their intercourse with each other, but the m 
portion, at least, free to follow those same 
stincts into the descending cycle where the dusky 
damsels who are an integral part of this corner- 
stone might pander to their laziness and lust. |i 
was to be a government whose citizens should 
not degrade themselves with the vulgar cares of 
life; they were to leave such things to their slaves 
and they rule. Some would be soldiers, that is 
wear the shoulder-straps; some would fill the y 
rious official positions of civil government; others 


| would condescend to grace the various liberal 


| was no enormity perpetrated in the darkest age | 


or among the rudest people which it does not 
sanction. Every form of incest is common in 
this, that assumes to bea paternal relation. Even 


polygamy is degraded by it to promiscuous pros- | 


titution. Now, sir, | love the white race too 
well willingly to see their blood miscegenating 
with the African, and must protest against any 
institution, however patriarchal, under which 
such things are profitable, and too generally, on 
that account, called respectable. 

It has been asserted, and even in some cases 
by divines otherwise respectable, that this thing, 
slavery, was of divine origin. I shall not stop, 
nor have I patience, to discuss those texts in holy 
writ which are said to favor this view, but shall 
content myself with remembering the one great 
test by which the divinity of all doctrines must 


be weighed: **By their fruits ye shall know | 


them.’’? Who willdare make, in this enlightened 


age, the assertion that the fruits of slavery are 
divine? What divinity, pray, in that condition of 
affairs where men and women are compelled to 
labor illy fed, more illy clothed, and unpaid, to 
the end that one, no better before God, should 
live in ease and without labor? What divinity 
in whipping women for protesting when their 
virtue isassniled? Whatdivinity in tearing frem 


| the mother’s arms the sucking child, and selling | 


Where is 


them to different and distant owners? 


there one fruit of this tree that any man will dare | 


to call divine? 
Mr. Speaker, I have no respect for clergymen 
who so far forget the sacredness of their high 


professions by their presence. ‘There should 

no non-producers who were not slaves in fact, 
no producers among the governing class. The 
poor white man should be made a common sol- 
dier, asailor, a petty officer, or a patrolman, whos: 
duty it should be to keep the slave population in 
proper subjection. For, Mr. Speaker, it isa fact 
which those who believe slavery divine and thy 
normal condition of the black man must wo 

at, that these so-called happy slaves have so poor 
an appreciation of the joys of their condition as 
to be constantly pining for freedom to that ex- 


| tent that they will skedaddle from their comfor'- 


able quarters to seek refuge among the abolition 
barbarians of the frigid North whenever they 
chance upon an opportunity, and instances ar 
not wanting where they have even risen upon 
their kind and indulgent masters and struck wi!! 


| terrible courage for that liberty so sweet to « 


| contingencies, 


men. The poor whites, however, were to pro- 
tect their wealthy neighbors from all such terri 
This employment of the poor 
white would leave no poor idle, hence no dan- 
gerous class in the community; it would all | 
absorbed and its interest made identical with t 

interest of the wealthy class. ‘The conditions 

master and slave were alone to exist, the third 


| Class being a mere adjunct of the latter. 


This institution necessarily establishes three 


conditions of society where it prevails: the mas- 
ter, the slave, and that most degraded co 
tion of all, the middle-man, or the poor whit 


trash, whose vocation is pander and pimp to th’ 
: soly 
vices of both master and slave, and ultimate!) 


| dependent on both, having no recognized cond 


tion, and enjoying none of the privileges of the 
governing or governed class, but an outcast from 


| both and despised by both. 


Now let it never be forgotten that our mission 
also is to elevate and disinthrall that most !!- 
jured and dependent class of our fellow w! 
men from their downtrodden and degraded con- 


| dition, that they too may be men, and enjoy the 


calling as to give utterance to such a dogtha. || 
| The man who preaches Such stuff and believes it, || 
if there is one such, I cannot help looking upon | 
tucky has adopted it as a part of her organic act. |! as a fool; the more intelligent the man who gives || been able tobecome a soldier. Inthe North two 


e ° ie 
independence and rights of manhood. And, M 
Speaker, that Utopia was much nearer its re!t- 
zation three years ago than most of us dreamed. 


Why, sir, subsisted by these slaves, every W°!! 
man among the citizens of the slave States has 
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- of the able-bodied men are required in the 
» of food and all those articles required 
<ybsistence of our wives, our children, and 


Our enemies leave all this work to the slaves, 


aves are all productive; male and female, || 


| young, all gointo the field. The planter 
| nroducer ts not, as with us, limited to the 
: a ‘f able-bodied men upon the plantation. 
W, ) him a woman is afull hand. Shedoes, and 
expected to do, the same work with the men. 
Little children are not required to attend school, 
hool bills for colored cinldren form no part 
the plantation expenses. The little fellows of 
x summers are quarter hands, .t twelve are re- | 
sired to do half the work of a man, and at six- 
yarefullhands. Decrepitage and tender youth 
-- wre made to produce subsistence for the 
ermies and the people of the South. It is this | 
eter which calls out all the bone and sinew of 
South in aid of their cause which has made 
once celebrated anaconda system of war- 
fire a failure. Sir, all the cries of starvation we 
ive imagined ourselves to be hearing from our 
«erring brethren’? have been but the cries wrung 
m the poor creatures engaged in gathering their 
tbundant harvests. And unless those cries are 
rd and heeded by this Government we can 
yever hope to succeed in crushing the rebellion, 
{never ought to. We must deprive them of 
producers; we must by our action in this 
Hall demoralize every slave left beyond the reach 
of our armies by guarantying to him his freedom 
yond contingency; for, depend upon it, the ac- | 
n we take upon this bill will be known to every | 
wk man and woman in the South in a very 
rt time. 
In 1860 a period was reached which had been 
predicted by very many of the founders of the Re- 


ic,and which had been foreseen by that advo- || 


eof State rights, Thomas Jefferson. It was 
a period in which was to be solved a problem of 
vital importance to the American people. Jeffer- | 
n wrote in 1798 that the State and General Gov- | 
ernments were ** coérdinate departments of one 
ple and integral whole;’’ and ina letter to one 
his friends said, * The enlightened statesman, 
erefore, willendeavor to preserve the weight and 
influence of every part, as too much given to any 
member of it would destroy the general equilib- 
ium.’? And to another friend he expressed the 
ir that ‘fa conflict would arise between State 
rights upon the one hand and Federal rights upon 
other, the one encroaching upon the other to 
that extent as to produce a collision.”? Sir, that 
collision has come, and now we must decide for | 
ourselves and for those who come after us whether | 
the one or the other shall be maintained; whether | 
the Republic as a whole is worth more than a 
system of petty nations, each independent of the | 
ther, and each powerless to protect its citizens 
m attacks from without or dissensions within. | 
The idea of a confederation of States had been 
ed and the experiment found not worth repeat- 
zs; hence, on the formation of the present Con- 
tution, it had been decided to * form a more 
erfect Union’? by the action of the people of the 
‘ates themselves, through their delegates to the 
Convention. That Convention represented the 
people of the several States, and their action was 
‘tlerwards indorsed by a vote of the people of 
the several States. Sir, the people, acting through 
that Convention, ordained that this Government 
suld have power to declare war, make peace, 
- ‘ulate the currency, and be in fact a supreme 
woverr ment, ‘fa more perfect Union;” one in | 
Which the people of the several States could find | 
‘pose undisturbed by foreign attacks, or the 
Machination of factionists within their own bor- 
vers. ‘The men of 1860, swelled up with the lust 


—= 
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‘slavery and blinded by its specious reasonings 
lavor of what it was pleased to call the rights | 
vi ‘he States, unfortunately have proved too weak, 
Oo UNPaAtrlotlic, LO Maintain unsullied the inherit- 
ice of freedom left them by their sires, To these 
en the doctrine of State rights was a ery under | 


which a with all its attendant evils was to 
ve lostered, 





_ Slavery had been suffered to remain in our sys- 
“mat frst by men who were anxiously count- 
Hg the days, the time, when it could be abolished, 
“3 they believed, without peril to the country. 

‘ey argued that it was weak, and the sense of | 
Malice Which they believed was inborn in the | 


ae 








American heart would soon lead to its final and 
utter abolition. In fact, our fathers were aboli- 
tionists. A provision was incorporated into the 
Constitution by which no new additions were to 
be made to the stock of slaves then in the country, 
and it was believed that gradually and without a 
jar to the Federal system it would become ex- 
tinct. Our fathers were mistaken. Slavery was 
not waning. Every year but added strength and 
gave vigor to the accursed tree, and eighty years 
| after it is found to have grown so much as to 
| number more victims than was the entire popula- 
tion of the Republic in the days of the Revolu- 
tion. Waning, indeed! Why, sir, to-day it claims 
more territory thaf our fathers aspired to possess 


| for the whole nation, and fights this war to enable | 


it to wrench more domain from the grasp of free- 
dom. This mistake, leaving to the people of the 


well-nigh proved a vital one. 


to trace the progress of the slave power. Every 
page of our nation’s history records it. Every 


school-bo 
chase of 
Missouri compromise to the breaking out of the 


is familiar with it. From the pur- 


ways labeled ‘‘ compromise.’’ It was continually 
making aggressions upon freedom, and still claim- 


antied to it by the Constitution. 
Assuming that the Government was & partrer- 


were delivered into their hands. 
sir, Or it would ruin. The issue, then, was re- 


garchy or submit to its dissolution. We consented 
to neither, but trusting to the God of battles and 
the patriotism of our people we dared the fight, 
and as sure as Heaven is just we will succeed, 
Now, sir, what is this institution of slavery 
that has sought to assume the reins of Govern- 
ment in this land of freedom? What is slavery, 
| sir? It is **the sum total of all villainies.”’ It is 
the destroyer of every virtue, public as well as 
private, because it encourages promiscuous and 
unbridled licentiousness, and renders null the 
marriage relation. Itisthe enemy of all religion, 
insomuch as it has caused to be enacted in every 
slave State laws making it a felony to teach men 
and women whose skins are black to read even 
the Bible, and places restrictions about their as- 
sembling themselves together to worship God. 
It destroys all thrift, energy, and good citizen- 
ship among the ruling classes, teaching them to 
depend upon the labor of others for support when 
God has ordained to man that by the sweat of his 
brow he should eat his bread. Slavery is pagan- 
ism refined, brutality vitiated, dishonesty cor- 
rupted; and, sir, we areasked to retain this curse, 





| to protect it after it has corrupted our sons, dis- 


honoved our daughters, subverted our institu- 
tions, and shed rivers of the best blood of our 
countrymen. 


| Sir, the time has passed fot concessions to the 


| slave power. Slavery has risked ail to gain all, 
and now it must abide by the cast of its own die; 
and to us there is but one issue, dissolution and 
| a es of the confederacy, or the utter and 


middle ground. I believe now that since the days 
of Calhoun there has never beeifa middle ground. 
We have tried tenderness long encugh. For 


|| eighty years we have been compromising; we 


have coaxed and petted; it has availed us noth- 
ing. We have given the South the high places in 
our national synagogue, our cindness has never 
faltered, but, sir, it has been our ruin. We said 
to the South, we will not interfere with your pet 





snake while you keep itin the den you have pro- | 


vided for it; we will not fight your nefaricus in- 
stitution so long as you keep it at home. Sla- 
very shall not be interfered with inany State where 
by local law it exists. We would even permit 
the snake to craw! into and establish for itself a 
den in Territories common to both; but because 
we insisted that itshould notinvade with its slime 
our own homes and take to itself every foot of 
the common inheritance it has rebelled. Why, 
sir, even as late as 1560 we of the North were a 
| nation of compromisers, and after the ordinances 


several States the right and authority toestablish | 
and regulate the crime of human slavery, has | 
It is not necessary | 


rebellion, every year’s legislation embodied some | 
new concession to slavery, and the pill was al- 


ing that it was only securing to itself rights guar- 


ship of the States, the adherents of slavery finally | 
attempted to dissolve it unless the reins of power | 
It would rule, | 


duced to this: we must have the Union with | 


the Government in the hands of the slave oli- | memorable by their bravery, and shall fear that 


immediate abolition of slavery. There is now no | 
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of secession had been passed in several States, it 
is a question whether we would not have been 
willing to accede to all the demands of the South. 
Even the old abolition party had men in its ranks 
who were willing to make some arrangement by 
which the widening breach might be bridged. 

Mr. Speaker, at that time few men inthe North 
were found so radical as to be unwilling to com- 
promise upon some basis, and a still smaller 
number who would insist upon no terms short of 
full emancipation, ; 

But, sir, as the history of the past might have 
warned us, every pacifi¢ overture was rejected, 
and no alternative was left to the freemen of the 
North but war. How sternly that war has been 
prosecuted upon both sides history will bear tes- 
tmony. And shall we be willing to end the 
struggle now until sufficient guarantees are se- 
cured that our people and their successors shall 


, live for all future time without a constant fear 


that the smothered flame shall again leap forth 
and burn with tenfold fury? No, sir, we must 


| end this war now, end it forall coming time; and 


|| we can only end it as we desire by so amending 
ouisiana and from the passage of the | 


our organic act that slavery can never again be 
an elementof discord among our people. Mem- 
bers upon this floor who fear that their constit- 
uency will not sustain them in voting for this 
measure should remember that they have a con- 


| stituency coming after those whom they now rep- 
| resent,aconstituency who will hold them to amore 


strict account of their stewardship than will the 


| partial friends of to-day, and the execrations of 


that constituency will be heaped upon the man 
who now hesitates to aid in wiping out this stain 
and curse that has disgraced us so long. We 
want notimid men now. Our brothersand sons 
have poured out their blood upon fields made 


some of us will not be returned to seats in this 
House lead us to hesitate in doing justice to our 


| country in this the crisis of her destiny? 


Mr. Speaker, there can be no reunion with 
slavery—the day when such athing was possible 


| haspassed. Sir, let us forone moment try to re- 
| alize sucha reunion. The first thing to be done 


under such a condition would be to enforce the 
fugitive slave law. But, sir, thousands of the 
slaves we would be called upon to return would 


| be soldiers in the Union Army, men who had been 
| engaged in fighting our battles. 


Our faith as a 
people is pledged to those men for freedom. They 
would be the wives, sisters, mothers and daughters 
of soldiers, and dare we submitto the rendition of 


|| that class? ‘The fugitives who have followed our 


armies from the plantations of the South have 
been the only loyal men and women it found in 


| its track, and shall we be asked in the day of our 


triumph to punish these our friends with one 
hand while withthe other we reward the red- 
handed assassins who have endeavored to strike 
down our liberties% Sir, 1 can never bring my- 
self calmly to contemplate the possibility of a re- 


|} union with the South which shall tolerate the fur- 


ther existence of slavery, much less one that shall 
restore it to its former assumed privileges. No, 
sir, we must either abolish slavery, or consent to 
see the Union of our fathers destroyed, its hitherto 
proud name become a hissing and a reproach, 
and its people no longer free, 

Sir, there is but one compensation we can render 
to this country for the terrible sacrifices she has 
been called upon to endure in this struggle; that 
compensation js the entire abolition of the curse 
of slavery; otherwise the blood of our country- 
men is shed in vain. We have seen it lurking 
and rankling in the veins of our body-politic for 


| eighty years, until it has culminated at last in this 
| terrible war, the most gigantic, and, upon the part 


of the South, the most brutal the world ever saw 

Shall we now be willing to give ita new lease of 
power, new strength to renew iis attacks? No, 
sir, We cannot, we dare not consent to such a 
thing. Were we to so far forget the lessons of 
the past as to entertain so base a proposition, we 
would be disgraced in our own sight and in the 
eyes of the world and of God. : 

But, sir, if we ave to make emancipation effect- 
ive and adequate to our national disease, we mu 
adoptit boldly, resolutely, and atonce. We must 
not only emancipate the slaves in the seceded 
States, but we mustinclude the slaves of the border 
States, leaving no root of the accursed tree to 
spring up tor the future to the peril of the country 
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And, sir, the measure now pending seems to me 
to be the only one adequate to the emergency. 
Mr. MARCY. Mr. Speaker, I have sought 
this Opportunity to address the House for the 
purpose of expressing some general views on the 
siate of the country. In the expression of my 
sentiments I shall not be sustained with the hope 
that my counsels will be heeded by the Admin- 
istration party in powerin this House, but if my 
remarks go out to the country, itis more proba- 
ble thatthe righteous aversion existing in the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


heart of the people to this Administration may | 


receive strength. The foundations on which our 
national liberty rests were deliberately settled by 
the illustrious statesmen of the Revolution; every- 
thing that was felt to be a necessity for a free 
people was carefully provided for; civil and re- 
iigious liberty was surrounded with safeguards; 
the cause and the Government which the heroes 
of the Revolution fought for received the bless- 
ings of Heaven; the Constitution was a perfect 
work, and so long as the Administration of the 
Government under it was in the hands of the 
Democratic party, so long did it meet the wants 
of the whole country, but the moment the great 
disloyal abolition party assumed to direct the 
affairs of the nation, from that moment the safe- 
guards of liberty were broken down, the founda- 
tions of the nation’s strength were undermined, 


time-honored landmarks were blotted out, the | 


purity and sacredness of the ballot-box were vio- 
lated and now, emboldened by success, the Execu- 


live of the nation preclaims to a bewildered people | 


that, as he understands his oath to support and 
preserve the Constitution, it calls on him to do 
whatin his judgment is indispensable to its pres- 
ervation, whether such means are constitutional 
and according to its letter or not. 


sideration of the President’s position as a plain, 
honest man, seeking for what is the best for the 
whole country, and as a man free from all preju- 
dices, free from fanaticisms, and free from the 
mortal sin of ever having by word or deed pro- 
moted and fostered hatred between the two sec- 


tions of the country. When visiting the splendid. 


agricultural regions of the South, and doing busi- 
ness there, and when at home amid the busy 


marts of New England industry, | have invariably | 


cherished one and the same national sentiment 


Fraternity and equality are the guides of all true | 
Americans. ‘The Constitution in plain and unmis- | 


takable terms—so plain that a wayfaring man 


though a fool and a joker need not err therein— | 
defines and limits the President’s use of means || 


and measures in the exercise of his duty in its 
protection and defense. His oath confines him 
to the use of the means which the Constitution 
provides. When he knowingly violates the sa- 
cred instrument, instead of either protecting or 
defending it, he destroys it; he commits a high 
crime against the American people, and registers 
in heaven the act of his perjury; and all his aiders 
and accessories to the crime in this Congress, and 
all that portion of the wicked, disloyal abolition 
party who sustain the President in his infractions 
on the Constitution, are joint heirs with him to 
the inheritance of eternal infamy. 

If the President has the right to overleap, or, in 
the language of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
GARFIELD,| *‘ override’’ the Constitution and to 
substitute his own views for the written law of the 


the Constitution gives him that right. 
he does it te preserve the nation. How would 
you like a physician to preserve your life by cut- 
ung your heart out; the Constitution isthe heart 
of the nation. Orths are of no consequence when 
those who take them are allowed discretion as 
to when and for what purposes they can be vio- 
lated. In time of peace the Constitution cannot 
become obsolete. - time of war, for still more 
obvious reasons, it cannot be laid aside. Itis a 
living code; no part of it can die; every line is 
operative everywhere throughout the country, 


and atall times. It is binding on every American, | 


and he who has once sworn to support it and 
then perjures himself, he is a traitor. 

We are not to-day, Mr. Speaker, where my 
voice can reach the erring and misguided South; 
if we were I should entreat them to return to their 
allegiance, to come back within the fold of the 
Union and once more cross their hands in friend- 
ship with us. If they would listen, the great 


_ open question; but Lasked the question, why does 


| forward and obtrude theirill-digested notions upon 


| the Constitution is like breaking the golden cord: 


shall have occasion to speak more particularly of | 
_ some of the infractions of the Constitution. I 


|| the first rank, and was the equal of the four great 
{ address myself now, Mr. Speaker, to the con- | 


| sit by and see established forms of Government 


| lished constitution before a substitute is prepared. 


| to suit the infractions that have been made on it, | 


| what would become of us while the change was 
land, he can justify himself by showing wherein || 


He says | 


_ restrained by authority; but while there is enough 


j 
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loyal Democratic party would guaranty to them || warning admonition of Washington, and the w). 


the pure administration of the law of the land, 
the y should enjoy without further molestation 
their full and equitable rights under the Consti- 
tution. If the disloyal abolition party woulds| 
humble itself in dust and ashes, and purge itself 
from its monstrous iniquities and wash away the 
stains which disfigure its infamous brow, and 
swear that from this time henceforth and forever 
it would never seek to interfere with the admin- 
istration and regulation of the internal police of | 
the southern States or of any State, and act with | 
the Democratic party, peace would once more re- 
turn to bless the land and to sea! with the bene- 
diction of divine love the nuftials of a reunited 
country. Shall we see that glorious day? The 
abolition party do not wish to have the Union 
restored. I challenge any one of them to rise in 
his seat and say that he is in favor of the Union 
as it was and the Constitution as itis. When- 
ever such a blessing is hoped and prayed for they | 
universally deride and mock the sentiment; all 
expressions for the Union as it was turn to ashes 
on their lips. 

At the time the Constitution was adopted it 
saved us from impending anarchy and sought to 
secure liberty to posterity. 
this Republic, like that of all others, has taught us 
that virtue among the rulers and the people can 
alone preserve and protect the forms of Govern- 
ment. The power of minute local administration 
was given to each State. It was made a very 
prominent feature; the people of each State were | 
allowed to make their own laws, to govern their 
own institutions. From 1792 to 1860 the country 
for the greater part of the time was under Demo- 
cratic rule. It ascended in the scale of nations to 


Powers of the earth; the American people became 
the pride and boast of the world. All this was 
accomplished because the great code between the 
States was respected. The party in power now 
seem as ready to overthrow this glorious Consti- 
tution as our fathers were to shed their blood 





3ut the history of || 


counsels of all the most eminent patriots of , 
land, past and present, the country has been j,. 
volved inthe horrors of a terrible and devastat), 
civil war. Myconstituents, with me, believe 
the Constitution,as framed by the fathers of , 
country, is sufficient for all emergencies, and y, 
utterly repudiate the doctrine thatin time of wa, 
or at any time, it can be suspended or enlarog: 
in its powers beyond the letter and true meanip- 
of that sacred instrument. It is to us, as it was; 
our fathers, the only hope of a perfect Union, , 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, p, 
mote the general welfare, and secure the blessinos 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, and 


| observed in its letter and spirit is amply sufficiey: 





to secure to us, as it did to them, these ines). 
mable blessings. Andas a Representative in Cop. 
gress, | am instructed by my constituents to uni: 
with all true Union men everywhere in the sup. 
port of the Federal Government, and to seek | 
preserve the Constitution as it is and to resto, 
the Union as it was. 

Mr. Speaker, the patriotic and eloquent gey. 
tleman from Indiana (Mr. Voornees] has toi 
us how, under its present custodians, the Con- 
stitution has been used to establish justice, in. 
sure domestic tranquillity, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty. T| 
remembrance of that speech must still be fres! 
the minds of the guilty party who have murdered 
the Constitution by piecemeal. My consti: 
ency do not believe in war as a remedy for |! 
tremendous evil with which our country is 
flicted. They regard the history of the thy 
years of the immediate past as one of mourning 
shame, and sorrow, and humiliation; they look 
upon itas a fratricidal strife which wise stat 
manship might have avoided; they look upon t! 


| terrible and frightful slaughter as so many live: 


uselessly sacrificed; they think the mourning 


| which the fate of war has carried to so many 


to obtain it. Our fathers broke the yoke of tyr- || 


anny, and a degenerate portion of their sons are | 
ready to place their necks in it again. 
W hy are they ready to resume it, Mr. Speaker? 


its sway the question is easily answered. Weare 
engaged in putting down a great rebellion. That 


homes a dear price to pay for the military glory 
we have won; they look upon the immens 
amount of property which has been destroyed 

a reckless and wanton waste; they assum 
gigantic load of taxes which has been placed | 


| their shoulders with a spirit of heroism that n 
When for a moment reason is allowed to resume || 


was the ostensible purpose of the war. Whether || 


it has degenerated into a crusade to overthrow the 
insutution of slavery at the expense of all the 
available blood and treasure of the North is an 


a portion of the country seem ready to put on 
the yoke of despotism? It is because they meekly 


swept away, and, either in their ignorance or in | 
their willingness to see the Government destroyed, | 
aid and abet the nefarious crime. Nothing can 
be more unfortunate in any country than the ne- 
cessity or the rashness which blots out an estab- 


We hear every day now, in addition to open in- 
fractions of the Constitution, of schemes for a 
different form of Government. Change it in the 
slightest manner and the form of Government is 
changed. If the Constitution should be altered | 


going on? How many fanatical theorists, filled 
with only the idea of the black man, would come 


the public? Despotism and its minions would lie 
in wait to take advantage of the hazards by which 
the Constitution would be surrounded. Breaking 


when once the mischief is done you cannot ex- 
pect it to be repaired; rulersand people are alike un- 


of the Constitution left to keep aremembrance of 
what it was, I shall not lose all confidence that its 
condition will be beyond hope when it again falls 
into the hands and care of the ioyal Democratic 
party. 

Mr. Speaker, as I proceed in my remarks I 


>. 


have said so much in a general way for the pur- 
pose of expressing to this House the absolute 
convictions of my constituents as wellas my own, | 
that by disregarding constitutional! obligations the | 








be equal to the task, but praying that they m 
be spared additional weight; they look upon 
mighty pyramid of our national debt and its pr 
pective increase, and cry out, ** Not unto 


| third and fourth generation shall our child) 


suffer for their fathers’ sins, but all our posterity, 


| throughout all the coming ages of the endura: 


of this nation, must feel the burden of heavy tax- 
ation to pay even its interest.”?’ My constituen! 
are a thinking, reasoning people. They bow 
down to no idols and worship no false gods; 
their politics consists of pure Democracy, 8 
their religion of patriotism and devotion to ti 
whole country. They do not believe that | 
black man is equal to the white. They are ! 
imbued either with any false philanthropy or 
false notions concerning the black man’s true | 
sition. They would not disturb the equilibrium 
of States and plunge the country into a desole- 
ting war on the negro’s account, but would leav 


| each State to regulate its own internal affairs» 


guarantied by the Constitution. If there is si 
in slavery, they would leave it wholly to the co’ 
science of the southern people and to their G 
By what principle of right can any man just!'y 
the breaking up of our form of government to %~ 
cure freedom to the slaves? Gentlemen on U 


| other side, do not disguise your true position, | 


not deceive yourselves any longer; look into | 
mirror of present events and see the reflection ©! 
your own image; if it is not more frightful tha: 
any ever seen in Babylon, and more terrible the! 
the apocalyptic Beast, then I have not seen tie 
colossal and iniquitous image in its true lig 

‘¢ Better a thousand times the old Union as It was 
should perish and rebellion triumph than ever" 
witness its restoration,’’ is the wicked sentime' 
of the Republican party. It is fastened on ‘ie 
like the poisoned shirt of Nessus. Could ‘'° 
war stop to-morrow by the restoration of tn 
Union as it was, how many votes could the meas: 
ure get from gentlemen who charge this side o! the 
House with disloyalty? Could the war stop \” 
morrow by the resurrection of the hopeless si!" 
to return to the bosom of their families, and to 
bless with their presence the bereaved and stricken 
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how many disloyal and crazy fanatics 


ners, 


1) give up their schemes for their loved negro 
ag et - such a bright and glorfous day? Not 
to | Mr. Spe aker;in my judgment, notone; ifthere 
yy such who would, let him speak for himself, 
Have | offended? But, gentlemen, your career 

<r drawing toaclose. God, in His mercy, 
not impose upon the free American people 
ee four yt ars of your dreadful misrule; four 
ve ars in the fiery furnace, four years groping 
valley and shadow of death, four years of 
slind leading the blind, four years amid the 

a nhurous flames of the pit that 1s bottomless, | 


chink will satisfy even divine vengeance; and 
a en the administration of the Government 
nasses into the hands of the conservative party, 
vr abolition friends must emigrate to the place 
the centieman from Illinois (Mr. Wasnsurne] 
eo often mentions, Abyssinia, and into the heart 
of Africa, or be content with the four years of | 
miscegenetic beatitude they have so hugely en- 
‘oyved. The Government instituted for white 
men will again become popular. The bleeding 
Treasury will be rescued from the grasp of re- 
oytiess speculators, and will become virtuous 
too: and the fairy tales that render it so disrepu- | 
table will cease to exist. 
| approach now, sir, the consideration of two or | 


three of the subjects which have claimed much of || 


the attention of the country, and done much to ex- | 
cite that deep and overwhelming spirit of opposi- | 
tion to the Administration which is so manifest 
in all the States. One of the resolutions, sir, 
nassed at the convention which nominated me for 
Congress was as follows: 


“Resolved, Thatthe arbitrary arrest and imprisonment of 
citizens for political offenses, and the suspension of the | 
writ of habeas corpus in loyal States, are gross violations 

i national and State constitutions, and tyrannical in- 
fractions of the rights and liberties of American citizens, 
which cannot be tolerated in a free country; and that the 
people cannot, and will not, allow the freedom of speech 
wid of the press, that great safeguard of civil liberty, to be 
put down by unwarranted and despotic exercise of power | 
from whatever source.”? | 


Among the articles of our present faith we find 
the following: we do not believe the Adminis- 
tration is engaged exclusively in putting down 
the rebellion; we believe it is employing our vast 
armies to sustain acts which have the strongest 
tendency to overthrow the framework of our 
Government. We believe the Army has been 
used in loyal States to carry elections, and, above 
all, Mr. Speaker, how was it in Florida for the 
purpose of getting up a bogus State government 
in favor of the President, and how has the Army 
been used by Banks for the purpose, of enriching 
cotton speculators? Are these things fresh in the 
minds of Republicans, or are they not? Are the 
immense losses in the material of war and the | 
ives of thousands uselessly sacrificed to Moloch 
and Mammon passed forgotten into the history 
of your nameless crimes? The true purpose of 
the people in furnishing the sinews of war is 
comprehensively stated in a general order issued 
by General McClellan, August 9, 1862. The 
order is as follows: 


* The general commanding takes this occasion to remind 
the officers and soldiers of this army that we are engaged in 
supporting the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
and In suppressing rebellion against their authority; that we 
are not engaged in a war of rapine, revenge, or subjugation ; 
Hiat this is NOt a contest against populations, but against 
armed forces and political organizations; that it isa struggle 
carried on within the United States, and should be conduct- 


ed by us upon the highest principles known to Christian | 
civilization.’ | 





BatI pass on to the resolution first quoted. I 
know not how many times Mr. Seward has rung 
his beil since he has been prime minister, and 
consequently | know not how many citizens have 
been unceremoniously locked up in military dun- 
Feous without an opportunity of trial bya jury of 
their countrymen; but we do know the number 
is legion, and thatin every instance it was done in 
absolute violation of the established law of the 
‘and. No special pleading can convince us to the 
contrary; when the people are robbed of their lib- 
erties they know it. Among the dearest of their 
rights is that of trial by jury. The people will 
act be trifled with any longer; the great consti- 
‘uuonal arguments on this subject I leave for the | 
adie lawyerson this side of the House to discuss. 
I simply state the broad facts as stated by the 

nstitution and as they are understood by the | 


ee le at large, who are now awaking to a sense 
Of their true condition. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The President has had a majority of both 
Houses of Congress in his favor; hence whatever 
radical measure he has wished to carry ha 
accomplished without the slightest difficulty. 
The direct and only object of a majority of these 
measures has been to secure a firm foothold for 


s been 








approaching despotism, coming on with equal 
steps with every unconstitutional act. Is it any 
eXaggeration to assert that the military prisons 
have been filled with citizens from the loyal States 
whoare political opponents ofthis Administration, 
and have they not, in their wretchedness, become 
prematurely old, and has not the affliction with 
many of them been so great as to lead to suicide 
and to the lunaticasylum? After they have been 
confined for many weary months, vainly seeking 
for the cause of their arrest and for a trial, have 
they not been released without one, or even so 
much as an excuse given forthe horrible outrage 
inflicted upon them? Any man of influence known 
to be opposed to this Administration is in danger 
all the time of having his most sacred rights vio- 
lated, of being torn from the bosom of his family 
and incarcerated in a loathsome dungeon. The 
whole country is filled with spies and eavesdrop- 


|| pers to report to the Bakers whatever can be tor- 


tured into anything like opposition to the tyranny 
seeking to plant itself upon a THRONE. By the 
suspension of the writ of habeas corpus the Gov- 
ernment officials are enabled to seize and imprison 
any offensive person. How long will sucha state 
of things last? Just so long as a foolish people 
will permit it. 

My constituents understand this question, and 
woe be to the man who attempts among them to 
execute the mandates of tyrants. My friends are 
also in favor of free speech anda free press. 

Mr. Speaker, during the ever-to-be-memorable 
trial of the distinguished Representative from 


| Ohio [Mr. Lone] for words spoken in debate, | 


was painfully struck with the following remark 


| from the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Orru,] 


namely: 

“A man is free to speak so long as he speaks for the ua 
tion; when he speaks against it he shall not, with my con- 
sent, do so with impunity on the floor of this Llouse.”’ 

Who is to be the judge when I am speaking 
whether I am speaking for the nation or not—the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Ortu] or myself? 


| ls his judgment so faultless that he can decide 


| within the scope of legitimate debate? 


better than his peers what is constitutional and 
Has it 


| come to this in his judgment, that he can rise and 


| pering humbleness,’’ may say? 
| up in Congress and seek to lock the mouths of 


dictate what we, with ** bated breath and whis- 
Dare he stand 


| the Representatives of a free people whose every 


right is as sacred as hisown? | tellthe gentleman 
and all of his way of thinking that I shall utter 
upon the floor of this House whatever I wish 
concerning the crimes, the follies, and the out- 
rages of this Administration; whatever I wish 
concerning its turpitude, its sins, and deformity. 


I quote from Story on the Constitution: 


| erninent; or even to speak upon the conduct of public men, | 


* In some foreign countries even to this day it is a crime 
to speak on any subject, religious, philosophic, or politi 
cal, what is contrary to the received opinions of the Gov- 


| of ruJers or representatives, in terms of the strictest truth 
| and courtesy, has been and is now deemed a scandal upon 


the supposed sanctity of their stations and character, sub- 
jecting the party guilty of it to the severest punishiments.”’ 


The gentleman and his friends had better at 
once find those genial climes. They are just suit- 


| ed to the tastes of despots and aristocrats. But 
| the right of free speech is a plant of indigenous 


| 


} 


} 


growth in this country, and can not be eradi- 
cated. The freedom of the press, Mr. Speaker, 
receives no protection from the present guardians 
of the people’s rights. | nowask for information: 
is there an instance on record where Government 
officials have exerted their power and authority 
to prevent the destruction of newspaper offices? 
Is there an instance on record where the strong 
arm of the law has been interposed and upheld 
by the friends of Mr. Lincoln to save newspaper 
property from a lawless mob? I know of none, 
sir,and I do not think there is one; it has seemed 
rather a holiday pastime than otherwise, and 


thought as lightly of as any other infraction of 


the Constitution. It has remained for the histo- 
rian to refresh our memories with the fact, while 
comparing this country with others, that 

“In some countries the press has been shackled, and coim- 


pelied to speak only in the timid language which the cring- | 
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ing courtier of the capricious Inquisition should license for 
publication.” 


Sir, how well 


t th 


do his words apply to the stat 
0 ings now inourownunhappy country. Let 
the people ponder well these facts before the glory 
of our nation is entirely gone; before it stands 
only as the shadow of th imperial name it on 
had; before it is seen only as a broken and crum- 
bling monument ofits heroic history; before Ieha- 
en all over its shattered temples. 

In this hasty review | must avail myself of the 
privilege to notice other acts of this Administra- 
tion, Which have materially helped to strengthen 
and prolong the rebellion, and to swell the army 
of tax-gatherers and the processions of wretched 
mourners in all our streets. 

On the 22d of September, 1862, the President 
gave notice that on the Ist of January, 1863, he 
should issue a proclamation of emancipation to 
all the slaves in the districts seeking for independ - 
ence, 


bod 1s writt 


Three months’ notice was given to the 
southern men to prepare for the event. During 
this time the abolition press was in ecstacies, the 
rebellion was about to receive its final blow, the 
colored millennium was to be ushered in. Greeley 
at the head of nine hundred thousand more, prom 
ised to move immediately upon the enemy’s works 
under the influence of the Spirit of the Lord. At 
the tread of their conquering march the confed- 
eracy was to tremble and totter to its fall. But 
how haveall those bright visions vanished! Time 
has demonstrated the wisdom of the country’s 
true friends. That proclamation had the identical 
eflect which state smen foresaw. Not one single 
slave has been liberated thereby. Wherever the 
armies have penetrated slaves have been received 
and protected within the lines of the Federal 
forces. ‘The same was the case before the proc- 
lamation was issued. 

Mr. Speaker, while General McClellan was in 
command he received and protected every negro 
who came within his lines. He never refused 
one, and never returned one to slavery. But it 
was not his idea to employ the armies of the 
Union for the purpose of destroying their prop- 
erty, liberating slaves; the Army had with him a 
higher and holier destiny. Under his leadership 
his soldiers knew that the grand object of the war 
was to preserve the Constitution and restore the 
unity of the States. After the proclamation was 
made, instead of having the effect to fill up the de 
pleted ranks of the Army with a million of willing 
troops, conscription and princely bounties was 
the resort. On the other hand it broke the spirit 
of thousands of loyal men struggling to be loyal. 
‘They saw their property aboutto be sweptaway 
from them at a single stroke; it may have been 
nothing but a weakness of theirs, butit was mors 
than they could stand, ‘They joined the ranks of 
the confederates, and interposed a line of gleaming 
bayonets between their property and those who 
would take itaway;and beyond all that, itkindled 
into a flame seven times fiercer than ever felt be- 
fore the mortal enmity of the southern heart. 
This may have been wise and judicious, 1 beg 
leave, however, todiffer. In my judgmentan over- 
reach of the Constitution to proclaim freedom to 
millions of blacks affords staple for the dema- 
gogue; consequently the misery and wretchedness 
the country endures on account of it are of no 
earthly account. 

For an explanation of the additional burdens 
imposed upon the white laboring classes at the 
North to support this folly of follies, lL refer the 
other side to the able and exhaustive 
my distinguished friend from Indiana, | Mr. Hox 
MAN. | 

Leaving the proclamation to slumber in the 
charnel house where, shrouded in the habilimenta 
of death repose the brains of the Republican party, 
let us pass on to the act approved July 17, 1#62, 
to seize and confiscate the property of rebels, &c. 
This act provides for the immediate seizure of all 
the estate and property, money, stocks, credits, 
and effects of those who were at the time of the 
passage of the act holding high office, civil and 
military; and in section 81x this act provides that 
the property of any person engaged in the rebel- 
lion shall suffer confiscation, including estates, 
money, stocks, and credits, unless within sixty 
days after the proclamation of the President, 
which is provided for in the act, such persons 
shall return to their allegiance. 

On the 25th of July, 1862, the President issued 
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pr mation of warning toa 
to iffected by the act 
Nearly two years have pa sed, sir, since this 
act went into operation. Ina few places and on 
the borders of two or three States the act of con- 
fiscation has had a practical effect; estates have 
been seized and confiscated; slicht revenues to the 


CGiovernment have thereby rone into the national 


‘Treasury; a few persons have been turned out, 
housele and homejess into the streets; the creed 
of the officers charged with the execution of the 
law has been partially satisfied; the radical hu- 


manitarian and utopian theorist have « njoyed the 
partial fulfillment of their dreams of dividing up 
and realizing asy profits from the large estates of 
theSouth. But, sir, if possible it gave additional 
incentives to the owners of landed property South 
lo oppose with all their might the military power 
of the North, which aloneis the only power that 
can enforce the provisions of the law. From these 
two distineuished acts ofthe Administration noth- 
ing but misery, bloodshed, and desolation have 
followed in their train; by them the war has been 
prolonged, millions on millions have been added to 
the national debt; thousands of the bravestand best 
of our ecituzen eoldiery have lost their lives in 
consequence. In the ‘idea of em incipation and 
confiscation the great and on! y legitimate object 
of the war has been lost sight of, and they have 
led directly to the adoption of the theories of sub- 
jugation and extermination. 

The Union, as presented to the South by the 
aboliti@n party,is nothing more nor less than the 
acceptance of a master who is to prescribe their 
laws and regulate their internal police. 

Foreible arzuments have now been putinto their 
mouths to resist, step by step, force with force, 
the encroachments of an Administration which, 
in its blind zeal to gratify the lunacy of fanatics, 
throws down all constitutional barriers and leaps 
headlong into the whirlpool of anarchy and mis- 


rule, | ime would fail me to specify one halfof 


the radical mistakes Mr. Lincoln has made. I 
have no heart to go over the list: they are before 
the American people, The whole bill of indict- 
ments is being drawn by the accused himself, 
‘The trial of Abraham Lincoln will not prove a 
farce, and no packed jury, armed by bayonets, 
will be able to acquit him. I may reason wrone: 
but I believe the name of the President will go 
down to pare rity along with the dee p execra- 
tions of all who revere and love the Union as our 
futhers gave it to us. 

Our soldiers in the field deserve and have ever 
received from this side of the House the warmest 
sympathy and support. Their own individual 
interests have and ever will be among our most 
sacred trusts. ‘They went out to defend the flag 
of their country, and to bring back under the Con- 
stitution the seceded States. They have illus- 
trated on every battle-field the valor and prowess 
of American arms. They could do no more. 
‘They have done enough to accomplish the true 
object of the war, and would have done more but 
for the interference of ambitious, selfish, and de- 
pigning politicians. 

Mr. Speaker, the flag of our country is dear 
tome. I have carried it all over the world, and 
beneath that sacred emblem of our nation’s power 
[ have in every foreign land, among civilized and 
uncivilized nations, realized the influence of its 
protection. [ have never felt that it was de- 
signed for the benefit of any State or section, but 
that under it all were alike equal. ‘That flag I still 
intend to uphold and defend. [I see in it nothing 
to warrant oppression orcommitment of crime in 
the sacred name of liberty. As has been well said 
by the able patriot from the city of New York, 
|Mr. Brooks,] traitors to the Constitution are 
those who violate it; those who depart from it 
are like the mariner atsea without a compass, and 
although the truly loyal men stand as lights all 
over the country to keep the ship of State away 
and free from the rocks and shoals whither it 1s 
drifting, our good intentions are always disregard- 
ed and often treated with conte mpt. 

More than once, sir, lL have ridden on the mount- 
ain waves of the ocean, clinging to a portion of 
the wreck of my noble ships the small boat, some 
friendly plank er spar, has been the means of 
saving my life. So, sir, amid the general wreck 
of States, and floating about as we are on the 
waves of this ae mpestuous ocean of civil war, I 
will cling to the 


refuge and safety. To refuse its aid would 
madness. . 

Mr. COPFROTH. Mr. Speaker, when I en- 
tered this Hall at the opening of this session, I 
had determined not to participate in any general 
debate. It was my intention to be a listener and 
notatalker. This resolve would have been faith- 
fully kept had it not been for the extraordinary 
levislation that has been pressed upon the House 
—legislation, in my opinion, which is not only 
subversive of the interests of the people, but which 
erects an insurmountable barrier to the restoration 
of the Union. The resolution before us proposes 
toamend the Constitution, made by the patriots of 
the Re voiution, so as to abolish slave ry through- 
out the United States. It proposes to set free four 
million ignorant and debased negroes to swarm 
the country with pestilential effect. It is to carry 
out the design of the bad and wicked men whose 


fanatical teaching has produced the terrible blood- | 


shed and destruction of life through which we 
are now passing. 

Sir, we should pause before proceeding any fur- 
ther in this unconstitutional and censurable legis- 
lation. ‘The mere abolition of slavery isnot my 
cause of complaint. I care not whether slavery 
is retained or abolished by the people of the 
States in which it exists—the only rightful au- 
thority. The question to me is, has Congress a 
right to take from the people of the South their 
property; or,in other words, having no pecuni- 
ary interest therein, are we justified in freeing 
the slave property of others? Can we abolish 
slavery in the loyal State of Kentucky against 
her will? If this resolution should pass, and 
be ratified by three fourths of the States—States 
already free—and Kentucky refuses to ratify it, 
upon what principle of right or law would we be 


justified in taking this slave property of the peo- 


pleof Kentucky? Would it be less than stealing? 
This legislation has a tendency not only to 
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erty. Itnever was intended by the frame, 
the Constitution, nor by any of the creat mer 
who ruled this country, that the dominant p a 
blinded by prejudice, should alter or amend ¢, 
Constitution to the injury of the weaker sectio, 
If the North has the power to take from the Soy: 
their property, it follows that if the South ey r 
gets the power, she would have the same righ,:, 
take our property, and the result would be +; 
instead of the Constitution protecting the peo, 
it would be turned into a power to oppress the, 
The Democratic party has been exerting | 
power to restrain legislation to its proper eh 
nel, and for this it is daily stated upon this floor 
and elsewhere that the Democrats are in sympy. 
thy with the rebellion. What a libel UPON that 
great party ! Its great princip les ’ its pure devo. 
tion to the country, and its never-dying fealty to 
the doctrine of man’s capacity for self-covye 
ment, can receive these shocks of vituperation 
with as little effect as the mighty oak, that te 
planted its roots deep into the mountain side, re- 
ceives the peltings of the storm. Let history 
speak for the Democratic party. Under its eo). 
trol this nation grew from thirteen penniless ¢ 
onies to thirty-four mighty States. Under 
control the forests, where the red man roamed yy- 
molested, have been felled, and mighty cities hay 
sprung up, with their spires piercing the clouds, 
Under its control the old road wagon had seareely 
pulverized the stones of the macadamized pikes 


S 


|, upon the mountains, until the iron horse flew 


create discord among the people of the North, but | 


has a power so immense the mind cannot calcu- 
late its weightin giving strength and force to the 


rebellion. It fulfills all the prophecies of the South | 


concerning the North. They have been bolster- 
ing up and maintaining their Army by asserting 
that the people of the North intended to confis- 

cate their homes and rob them of their slave prop- 


erty. The one has already been put in force by | 


an unconstitutional enactment, and you now pro- 
pose to do the other by the same process of ille- 
gality. ‘These acts constitute the prope lling power 
which has filled southern armies. The fanatical 
legislation of this Congress has been of more 


value to the South, in giving them large armies, | 


than all the conscriptions they have passed or 


bounties they have paid. Men who wereattached | 


to the old Union, but placed under circumstances | 


to be of little service to it, and who have been 
waiting with beating hearts to be again sheltered 
under the old flag, are now forced, not only into 
sympathy with the rebellion, but into hearty co- 
operation, ‘They have no other resort.” ‘To re- 
main idle now is to lose all they have. 
opinion, to sustain the rebellion retains to them 
their prope rty. 

If slavery is to be abolished, allow it to be done 
according to the principles of common justice. 


In their | 


with lightning speed through their bowels. [twas 
under its contro] the sails of our vessels whitened 
every navigable stream in the world and the 4 
of our country protected American citizens 
every clime. Under its control, when foreign 
nations were suffering for food, the old ocr 
was made to groan beneath the weight of provis- 
ions sentto a starving people. Under its cont: 
science, agriculture, and the mechanical arts be- 
came so perfectand harmonious that the Old World 
wondered in amazement at the scientific advance- 
ment of our people. Under its control the peop 
of all climes a countries were invited to m 


| this their home, where they might worship G 


|| according to the dictates of their own conscie! 


and under their own “ vine and fig-tree.”’ It w 
under the control of this same Democratic party 
that vast and boundless territory was aap 
The great Northwest was molded by the h und 
the Democracy. That beautiful country, 
was once a wild and waving prairie, is now do pete 
with habitations as the stars dot the heavens ab 
us, and her cattle are feeding upon a thousand 
hills. Jt was under Democratic control that ‘em- 
pire marched onward”’ until the flag of our cou 
try was placed upon the highest peaks of the 
Rocky mountains, 
‘© Whose vast walls 
lave pinnacled in clouds their snowy scalps, 
And throned eternity in icy halls 
Of cold sublimity.” 
Under Democratic rule the monster barriers of 
the Rocky mountains proved no impediment to 


|| the onward march of American civilization and 
| constitutional government, and the adjoining 
valley was acquired, whose loveliness and beau- 


Allow the people in each State the inalienable | 


right, through their legally constituted authori- 
ties, to control their own domestic institutions in 
their own way. This was the doctrine held by 
statesmen whose passions and prejudices did not 
blind them to a correct idea of right. 


ty are described as rivaling the magnificence of 
the garden of Eden. The Democratic party not 
content with even all these splendid ac quiai- 
tions took the ‘* empire onward’”’ and crossed t! 
Sierra Nevada mountains, and planted the flag 


|, of the free upon the golden soil of Californ 


President Harrison saw the disunion purposes | 


of the abolitionists and slavery agitators at an 


early day, and expressed the following opinion: | 


*T am, and have been, for many years, so much opposed 


to slavery, that I will never live iu asilave State. But! 


believe the Constitution has given no power to the General | 


Government to interfere in this matter, and that to have 
slaves or no slaves depends upon the people in each State 
alone. But besides the constitutional objection, I am per- 
suaded that the obvious tendency of such interference on 
the part of the States which have no slaves with the prop- 


erty of their fellow-citizens of the others, is to produce a | 


state of discord and jealousy, that will, in the end, prove 
fatal to the Union. 1 believe that in no other State are 


such wild and dangerous sentiments entertained on this 
subject as in Ohio.” 


Sir, I do not deny the right of Congress to 


amend the Constitution of the United States for | 
the benefit of the people, but I do deny the right |, 


of Congress to amend the Constitution to the de- | 


and gave usa ‘*‘domain of more than impe! 
grandeur. Its valleys teem with unbo yunded 


fertility, and its mountains are filled with inex- 


Jonsutution as my only hope of || struction of the right of the péople to hold prop- \ ments, 


haustible treasures of mineral wealth. The nav- 
igable rivers run hundreds of miles into the | in 
terior, and the coast is indented with the most 
capacious harbors in the world. The climate !s 
more healthful than any other on the globe, 
vegetation is more vigorous, and the products 
more abundant; the face of the earth 1s mor 
varied, and the sky bends over it with a lovelirt 
blue. Everything in it is made upon a scale 0! 
magnificence which a man living in such a cobi- 
monplace region as ours can scarcely dreum of, 
«“«¢ Which his eyes must see 
To know how beautiful this world can be. 

No political organization of any country ores 
can show soglorious a record, so free from biun- 
ders and crimes, and so rich in valuable ac hieve- 
The unexampled progress of the coun'Ty 
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wealth and power, and its peaceful, prosperous, 


y condition before this war, were the re- 


and hap : ; 
= wise and patriotic policy of the Dem- 
ratic party. 


ot the P , 
Can the Democratic party in this 

. pour of the country’s desolation forget its past 
-y? The shouts of fifteen hundred thousand 


Democrats answer no. The mission of the De- 


aoe and, with the help of God, relying upon the 
atice of our cause, We will unite this distracted 
antry in bonds so strong that future causes will 
never Dring UPON us a separation. 
~ The man who with this record before him 
charges the Democratic party with disloyalty 
| look upon as either a madman or a knave. 
When the gentleman from lowa [Mr. Gri~netr} 
uttered in debate the startling announcement that 
he * would rather say a thousand times let the 
sountry be divided, the South go their way, all 
slave, and the North all free, than see the coun- 
try once more under Democratic rule,’ I was not 
surprised. The history of the gentleman from 
lowa is consistent with this treasonable language. 


He declared in a speech he made in lowa that he | 


would as soon see his daughter marry a negroas 

« Democrat. It well becomes a man of such re- 

Gned education and exquisite taste to belch forth 
s bitterness against the Democratic party of the 
yuntry. 


Looking at the great progress and power of our | 


people, the mind naturally asks the question, 


what has caused the afflicting and severe troubles | 


that hang over us; what has caused this beauti- 
ful land to be drenched in blood, and brother meet 
brother in deadly conflict? I will not attemptto 
answer this quesuon myself, but will give the 
warning voice of some of the great men who lived 
before us. The prophecy they then made is now 
being literally fulfilled, and we are reaping the bit- 
ter fruits of our disobedience to their advice. 

General Washington, in his Farewell Address, 
thus admonishes the people : 

“My countrymen, frown indignantly upon every attempt 
to alienate any portion of our country from the rest. 
WARE OF SECTIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ! Ofarraying the North 

nst the South orthe South against the North. In the 

{ it will prove fatal to our liberties.”? 

General Jackson had the reputation of * secing 
through a manataglance.”? He has left his sage 
counsels for us to ponder over. In his Farewell 
Address he says: 

“What have you to gain by divisions and dissenstons ? 
Delude not yourselves with the hope that the breach once 
imade would be afterwards easily repaired. If the Union 

{the controversies which are now debated and settled 
in the halls of legislation will be tried in the field of battle 
ind determined bythe sword. Neither should you deceive 
yourselves with the hope that the first line of separation 
would be the permanentone.”’?  * ” . * 

| interests would still be found there and unchastened 


uubition. [Ifthe recollection ofcommon dangers, in which | 
the people of the United States have stood side by side | 


gainst the common foe, the prosperity and happiness they 
lave enjoyed under the present Constitution—if all these 


recollections and proofs of common interests are not strong 


nough to bind us together as one people, what tie will 
hold united the warring divisions of empire, when those 
bonds have been broken and the Union dissolved? ‘The first 
ine Ol separation would not last long; new fragments 
vould be torn off; new leaders would spring up, and this 
glorious Republic would soon be broken into a multitude of 
petty States, armed for mutual aggressions; loaded with 
Lixes to pay armies and leaders; seeking aid against each 
‘ther from fureign Powers; insulted and trampled upon by 
the nations of Europe, until, harassed with conflicts and 
humbled and debased in spirit, they would be willing to 
submit to adomination of any military adventurer, and sur- 
render their liberty for the sake of repose.” 


Henry Clay, in a speech in Congress as early 
as 1539, warned his countrymen against the fa- 
nauicism of the abolitionists in the following words: 


_ “ Abolitionism should no longer be regarded as an imagin- 
ry danger. The abolitionists, let me suppose, succeeded 
tions ir present aim of uniting the inhabitants of the free 
~ ites as One man against the inhabitants of the slave 
tates. Union upon one side will beget union on the other, 
And this process of reciprocal consolidation will be attended 
Wit) ali the violent prejudices, embittered passions, and im- 
Macable Animosities Which ever degraded or deformed hu- 
mannature.?  * * * * 6 One section will stand in 
menacing and hostile array against the other. The col- 
tons Of opinion will be quickly followed by the clash of 
‘rhs. I will not attempt to deseribe scenes which now 
happily lie concealed from our view. 
selve * would shrink back in horror at the contemplation of 
“esolated fields, conflagrated cities, murdered inhabitants, 
Aud the overthrow of the fairest fabric of human govern- 
neat that ever rose to animate the hopes of civilized man.” 


In addition to these warnings and prophecies 
might be addeddike opinions from all the great 
*atesmen of the country. This advice has been 
disregarded, and a party was built up in the North 


-aey is to save our wrecked and divided coun- | 
Lie 


mee severed, the separation will grow wider and wider, | 


* Lo- | 


| tion from the other. 





whose aim was to destroy the institution of sla- 
very, either out of hatred to the people of the 
South or false ideas ofhumanity. They appealed 
to the passions of men, and labored to array the 
North against the South, and to alienate one sec- 
The friendly relations of the 
North and South were broken; strife begat strife. 
The unjustifiable intermeddiing with the institu- 


| tions of the South fed the bad passions of men 





Be- || 





until that section of our once happy country has 
taken up arms to destroy the fairest fabric of hu- 
man government that ever rose to animate the 
hopes of civilized men. 

Sir, I need not quote the treasonable utterances 
of the opponents of the Democratic party, nor 
their threats of violence to the South. I need not 


repeat how they exasperaied the people of one | 


section against another; how they attempted to 


: > al . j 
murder and did murder citizens of the South in 


a wild attempt to abolish slavery; how many jack- 
leg itinerant preachers have gone to the South like 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBR, 


| Was it unbecoming or degrading to the party 


| ment for crime, is prohibited while such territory shall re 
| main under territorial government. Ln all the territory now 
| held, or hereafter acquired, south of said line of latitude, 
slavery of the African race is hereby recognized as exist 
| ing, and shall not be interfered with by Congress, but shalt! 


the wolf in sheep’s clothing to stir up servile in- | 


surrection, to incite the siave to murder his mas- 
ter, and slay the first-born. Sir, this is the his- 
~ of the fanatical party that was the inception 
and cause of the rebellion. Whilel do not justify 
the rebellion, while I pronounce those engaged 
in it guilty of treason, yea, worse than treason, 


| if there be such a crime, in truth and justice | 


must equally condemn that party which furnished 
them the excuse forthe rebellion. During all the 
agitation preceding and attending secession, the 
southern conspirators considered the abolitionists 
their best friends. Governor Adams, of South 
Carolina, said of them: 

* The abolitionists are our best friendé. Thank Goa for 
what they have already done; and for the inestimable bless- 
ings they were about to confer, they were entitled to our 
warmest gratitude. ‘Their assaults have been unceasing, 
but all for our good. They have furnished us a justifica 
tion for dissolving our connection with them.’’ 


requisite fora member of Congress according to the then 


| States, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be 
| admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the ori 


In three particulars the abolitionists were the 


best friends of the southern conspirators. First, 
by furnishing them with the means to excite the 
southern masses into rebellion. Second, by ad- 
vocating the policy of ** letting them go in peace,”’ 
and thus aiding them to establish an ‘*empire 
founded on slavery.”’ Third, by pushing the 
Government into an extreme policy of emancipa- 
tion and confiscation, uniting the South, dividing 
the North, and in effect doubling the relative 
strength of the rebellion. 

Slavery is denounced as the cause of thé tebel- 
lion; I deny this, though it may be the occasion, 
as money is the occasion of larceny, robbery, or 
burglary. If bad men did not covet their neigh- 
bors’ money and lay felonious hands upon it and 
carry it away, such a crime aslarceny would not 
be known tothelaw. If the unjustifiable and un- 
lawful intermeddling with slavery had never oc- 
curred there would have been no rebellion; the 
deadly conflict which is now convulsing the coun- 
try from center to circumference would not have 
occurred; no fields and beautiful farms devas- 


| tated; no loss of thousands of free and happy 


people; no graveyards extending from the Poto- 
mac to the Mississippi; no people in mourning 
for lost friends who fell in battle. We lived four- 


| score years in peace and prosperity, and the clash 
| of arms in intestine war was not heard and never 


| mutual concessions. The spiritof our geniusand | 


would have been had the people been true to 
themselvesand theircountry, by discountenancing 
and condemning the fanaticism of the abolition- 
ists. 

This nation has been a nation of compromises. 
From its foundation and through its growth all 
its difficulties and its dissensions have ended in 


| the brilliancy of our destiny have always led us 
| heretofore tocompromise. When this nation was 


Abolitionists them- || 


| sectional pl 


|| to-day all would be peace, 


in the throes of dissolation, before secession had 
to any extent captivated the southern heart, we 
might have prevented this unnatural war. If 
the Crittenden amendments had been adopted 
the South would have remainedin the Union, and 
Fanaticism had tri- 
umphed at the polls, and the Presidentelect, for- 
getting his country and remaining true only to his 
form and party, stood a mute ob- 


| server of the great events which were passing. 


His party triumph was dearer to him than the 
interests of his country. 
gotten, and while on his way to assume the pres- 
idential chair he dealt in the slang phrase ‘‘ no- 
body is hurt * «Had he been possessed of the 
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patriotism of a Clay ora Webster he would have 
done as they did in 1850, forget his party devo- 
tion and kneel at the altar of his country and there 
pour the “oil upon the troubled waters,’’ and 
thus allay the threatening storm. This he could 
have done. He had power and influence over his 
own party, and at his suggestion his friends would 
have adopted a compromise which would have 
yrevented secession and riveted the chains which 
pound this Union together in indissoluble bonds, 


coming into power to have adopted the Crittenden 
compromise? Hear the reasonable and just pro- 
visions of that preserver of our pence: 

‘“ Art. I. In all the territory of the United States now 
held, or hereafter acquired, situated north of latitude 36" 


30’, slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punish 


be protected,as property by all the departments of the ter 
ritorial government during its continuance ; and whenany 
Territory north or south of said line, within such bounda 
ries as Congress may prescribe, shall contain the population 


Federal ratio of representation of the people of the United 





ginal States with or withoutslavery, as the constitution of 
such new States may provide. 

“Arr. IL. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery 
in places under its exclusive jurisdiction, or within th 
limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

“Arr. IIL. Congress shall have no power to abolish 
slavery within the District of Columbia, so long as it exists 
in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, 
nor without the consent of the inhabitants, nor without 
just compensation first made to said owners of slaves as 
do not consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress 
at any time prohibit officers of the Federal Government 
or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be 
in said District, from bringing with them their slaves, and 
holding them as such during the time their duties may fF 
quire them to remain there, and afterwards taking them 
from the District 

“Art. IV. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or 
hinder the transportation of slaves from one State to an 
other, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law per 
mitted to be held, whether that transportation be by land, 
navigable rivers, or by sea. 

“Arr. V. That in addition to the provisions of the third 
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have 
power to provide by law, and It shall be its duty so to pro 


| vide, that the United States shall pay to the owner who 


shall apply for it the full value of his fugitive slave in all 
cases where the marshal, or other officers, whose duty it was 
to arrest said fugitive, was prevented from so doing by vio 
lence or intimidation, or when after said arrest said fugitive 
was rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and 


| obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of 


his fugitive slaves under the said clause of the Constitution 
aud the laws made in pursuance thereof. And in such 
cases when the United States shall pay for such fugitive 
they shall have the right in theirown name to sue the county 
in which such violence, intimidation, or rescuewas coin 
mitted, and to recover from ft, with interest and damages, 
the amount paid by them for said fugitive slave. And tn 
said county, after it has paid said amount to the United 
States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from the 


| wrong- doers or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented 


from the recovery of his tugitive slave, in like manner as 
the owner hiinself might have sued and recovered. 

“Arr. Vi. No future amendment of the Constitution 
shall affect the five preceding articles, nor the third par 
graph of the second section of the first article of the Const 
tution, nor the third paragraph of the second section of thy 
fourth article of said Constitution, and no amendment shall 
be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give 
to Congress any power to abolish or interfere with slavery 
in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed 
or permitted.”’ 


If these amendments, Mr. Speaker, would have 


| satisfied the South and saved the Union, the peo- 


ple who bear the burden of the war, who pay 
heavy taxes, and whogive their sons tothe Army, 
will ask what party is responsible for their de- 
feat? I will answer by quoting from the votes 
and proceedings in the Senate of the United States 
where this compromise originated. On the 3d of 
March, 1861, the Crittenden amendmenta were 


| voted upon, and the following is the vote: 


. © Veas—Messys. Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Crittenden, 
Douglas, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Kennedy, Lane, La 


| tham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, 


Thomson, and Wigtall—19. 

‘‘ Nays —Mesars. Anthony; Bingham; Chandler, Clark, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Grimes, Harlan, King, Morrill, 8umner, Ten Eyck, Trum 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—20.” 


_ Of the nineteen who voted jéa, seventeen were 
Democrats and two southern Americans. ‘The 


| twenty who voted nay were all Republicans. If 


His country was for- | 


the Republicans had voted yea, the country would 
have been saved, and no war with all its desola- 
ting effects would have been inaugurated. [ut 


| party predominated. 
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It has often been asserted by the Opposition 
that the Crittenden amendments would not have 
saved the country from war. I will not rest the 
solution of thu question upon my Own opinion. 
I appeal to the proceedings in the Senate for a 
correct estimate of their value. Senator Pugh, of 
Ohio, has put on record the following testimony 
as to what could have been done under a proper 
desire to save the Union: 


“The Crittenden proposition has been indorsed by the 
almost unanimous vote of the Legislature of Kentucky. It 
bas been indorsed by the Legislature of the noble old Com- 
monwealth of Virginia. Ithas been petitioned for by a 
larger number of electors of the United States than any 
proposition that was ever before Congress. I believe in 
my heart to-day that it would carry an overwhelming ma 
jority of the people of my State; ay, sir, and of nearly 
every State in the Union Before the Senators from the 
State of Mississippi left this Chamber I heard one of them, 
who assumes at least to be president of the southern con 
federacy, propose to accept it and maintain the Union if 
that proposition could receive the vote it ought to receive 
from the other side of the Chamber. Therefore, all of your 
yropositions, of all your amendments, knowing as I do, and 
Saateinn that the historian will write it down at any time 
before the tat of January, a two thirds vote forthe Critten 
den resolution in this Chamber would have saved every 
State in the Union but South Carolina. Georgia would be 
here by her Representatives and Louisiana, those two great 
States which at least would have broken the whole column 
of secession.’’—Glohe, second session, Thirty-Sizth Con- 
gress, page 1390, : 


To show that yielding would have saved us, 
we quote the lamented Douglas atan early period: 


“The Senator [Mr. Pugh) has said that if the Critten 
den proposition could have passed early in the session it 
would have saved all the States except South Carolina. 1 
firmly believe itwould. While the Crittenden proposition 
was notin accordance with my cherished views, I avowed 
my readiness to aceept it, in order tosave the Union if we 
could unite upon it. I can confirm the Senator’s declara 
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tion, that Senator Davis himself, when on that committee | 
of thirteen, Was ready at all times to compromise on the | 


Crittenden proposition. I will go further and say that Mr. | 
Globe, second session, Thirly-Siath | 


‘Toombs was also.”’ 
Congress, page 1391. 


Judge Douglas said in a speech in the Senate, 
January 3, 1861: 

“T address the inquiry to the Republicans alone, for the 
reason that, in the committee of thirteen afew days ago, 
every member of the South, including those from the cotton 
States, [Messrs. Toombs and Davis,) expressed their readi 
ness to accept the proposition of my venerable friend from 
Kentucky (Mr. Crittenden] as a final settlementof the con 
troversy, if tendered and sustained by Republican mem- 
bers. Hence the sole responsibility of our disagreement. 
The only difficulty in the way of amicable adjustment is 
with the Republican party.” 


Judge Douglas has so often been quoted on 
this floor as authority, I scarcely think any one 


willdeny what he said. Then, sir, the present Ad- | 


ministration and its friends are responsible for the | 
non-settlement of our difficulties, and are equally 
chargeable with the secessionists for every drop 
of blood which has been shed. The very acts of 
the Opposition prove they did not desire to have 
peace and tranquillity reign, but preferred blood- | 
shed at the risk of national ruin and bankruptcy. 
Hear the present Secretary of the Treasury: 
Wasunineton, February 9, 1861. 
Dear Sir: Thanks for your note and explanation of that 
vote. Itmay be useful. There is a greater disposition to 
compromise than I like to see. But I hope the best. Half 
a dozen of the border State gentlemen have been in our 
room to-night: Etheridge and Stokes, of Tennessee ; Adams 
and Bristow, of Kentucky ; Gilmer, of North Carolina, and 
others. I really sympathize with them, but see no reason 
why we should sacrifice permanently a LARGE power to help 
them, for the purpose of gaining te mporartly a LITTLE one, | 
Yours, cordially, 8. P. CHASE. 
** There is a greater disposition to compromise 
than I like to see,’? says Mr. Chase. Certain 
southern gentlemen had been in his room asking 
for compromise. He really sympathized with 
them, but his party fealty held him against a set- | 
tlement. 
We hear it frequently asserted that the respons- | 
ibility of not quelling the rebellion in its infancy 
rests with President Buchanan. If there ever was 
a clear and satisfactory defense for any public 
man in times of great national danger, that de- 
fense undoubtedly belongs to Mr. Buchanan. 
That he exercised rare qualities of statesmanship 
and a most exalted patriotism is a proposition 
which I regard as beyond allcontroversy. It is 
true that he was of all men in the country the 
most anxious that our difficulties should be set- 
tled without a resort to arms— 
** For the field of the dead rushed red on his sight.*’ 


In the Gulf States the excitement ran high. 
Southern men, who, as Mr. Douglas testifies, | 
were willing and anxious for a settlement, en- | 


treated him to exert his influence with the north- || citizen. . 


|| chanan acted upon the belief that the American | 
| people could never be guilty of such gross folly | 
'as to lash themselves to pa in a civil war. 


| ing with the rights or established institutions of 
the States, but to defend and maintain the suprem- 





| our institutions. 


| Mr. Buchanan safely carried this Government 


| did between two parties bent on the destruction 
_of the country, will be the great wonder of our 


_ able shame the man who, with that experience 


| Union sentiment predominated in every southern 


| General Dix in aspeech made not long since bears 


ern men to meet them on equal grounds. His || 
days were spent in unavailing attempts to have | 
them appreciate the danger. They listened not 
to his admonitions, and when he brought the sub- 
ject to their attention by his message of January | 


8, 1861, and urged upon them the necessity of || 


either compromising the difficulties or giving him 
power lo raise the requisite forces, they scorned 


_ his counsel and refused him the power. Congress | 


contented itself with preparing and listening to 
angry speeches, still more exciting the public 
mind, ‘The peace convention was broken up by 
Republicans. Yet through all these dark days 


and handed it over in full vigor to Mr, Lincoln. 
That he should have done so well, standing as he 


children, It is a most fitting commentary upon 
the policy of Mr. Buchanan’s administration that 
Mr. Lincoln, for six long weeks after his inaugu- 
ration, followed precisely in the footsteps of his 
predecessor. ‘This fact speaks more for the wis- 
dom of Mr. Buchanan’s policy than all the praise 
of his most ardent aa 

I repeat it, Mr. Speaker, and history will sus- 
tain me in the declaration, that the same breath 
which casts calumny upon Mr. Buchanan for 
an alleged inefficiency must cover with unspeak- | 


before him, chose to walk inthe same path. Mr. || 
Lincoln well knew that up to the day that Fort 
Sumter was fired upon the prospect for a settle- 
ment had notfadedaway. The three great States 
of Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina still | 
stood fast for the Union, and he himself had but | 
a short time before expressed the opinion that the 


State except perhaps South Carolina. 


Mr. Bu- | 


Had Fort Sumter been fire« 


_ during his term 
of office, force would have 


een met by force. 


this testimony to Mr. Buchanan’s resolution; and 
he, it will be remembered, was a member of the 
Cabinet, and ought to know what he affirms. 
War is upon us; what shall we do? Shall we 
resign ourselves to the fate of a dismembered re- 
public, or will we spring up, giant-like, to a new 
hope of a speedy peace and restoration of the 
Union? Under this Administration we never can 
have it. I take it, sir, it isnotthe intention of the 
Opposition to have peace until every negro is free. 
If this was not their object the Administration | 
in power would have faithfully adhered to the 
resolution adopted by Congress with unparalleled 
unanimity on the 22d of July, 1861, “ that this 
war is not waged on their part in any spirit of 
oppression, for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation, or purpose of overthrowing or interfer- 


acy of the Constitution, and to preserve the Union 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the sev- 
eral States unimpaired.’’ They will free the slaves 
of the South and enslave their own children in 
the most galling yoke known to mankind, that of 
enormous taxation to pay an immense public debt. 

1 charge it upon the Opposition— 

That they are not in favor of a restoration of || 
this Union; that, in the event of the election of 
a Democratic President in November next, they 
will be in favor of the recognition of the south- 
ern confederacy. 

That the war has been made a pretextand apol- 
ogy for the usurpation, by the President, of pow- 
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That the policy now declared is fatal, not mere|, 
to all ideas ofa legal reunion of the States, but fo... 
shadows future bankruptcy, constant agita:,, 
the establishment of a large standing army 


Ys, ANG 


in atime not remote,a military centralization sy 
as to-day exists in France. 
If we are prepared for all this; if we close oy, 


eyes and shut our mouths, and do not raise oy, 


y 


voices against the infringement thatis now hej, 
made upon our rights, and we permit the pres, 


| Administration to remain in power, we shoy\) 





ers unwarranted by the Federal Constitution, and 
totally irreconcilable with the letter and spirit of 


That the war has been conducted to buildup a 
party at the expense of blood and treasure and 
time, and at the hazard of permanent separation 
of the States. 

That the conduct of the war has been character- 
ized by corruptions unprecedented in the history 
of any people, for which the PresMent has in 
many instances declared himself responsible. 

That the present Administration has commit- 
ted itself to doctrines which elevate the military 
above the civil power, affect the purity of the bal- 
lot-box, and endanger the personal liberty of the 


— 
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bow our necks to the yoke of tyranny without» 
murmur. But if we intend to secure to ourselys 
the imperishable boon to speak, to act as a fre, 
people, and to enjoy liberty and preserve oy, 
rights, we must retrace our steps to a strict ob. 
servance of the laws and the Constitution. Thy. 
question is with the people to decide. ** Wher, 
there is a will there is a way.”’ No bristling 
bayonets, no threats or executive influence can 
tame the will of a people who love liberty. Their 
fires will be kindled upon every mountain side, 
until the valleys are lurid wii, the burning insenge 
upon the altar of liberty, and their shouts will be 
heard above the din of battle: 

“To arms, my friends. And Jet no sword be sheathed 

Until our land from cliff to lake is free! 

Free as our torrents are that leap our rocks, 

Or as our peaks, that wear their caps of snow 

In the very presence of the regal sun! 

A country is never lost that hath one man 

To wrestic with the tyrant who would enslave her!” 

The liberty of speech, the freedom of the bal- 
lot-box, and the inalienable rights of the citizen 
are worth preserving. If defending them on this 
floor makes this side of the House, in the opin- 
ion of gentlemen on the other side, sympathizers 
with the rebellion, we know we do our duty, and 
that unborn generations will rise to bless the 
memory of the men who have preserved for them 
the rights and privileges of their fathers. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I have had no time to prepare remarks for this 
occasion that would be worthy of a subject of 
such importance to the people of this country as 
that which we have now before us; but I cannot 
avoid expressing my opinions and feelings on 
this question, and, standing here for my constitu- 
ents, to declare in their behalf my desire that tl 
amendment of the Constitution which this bill 
contemplates shall finally prevail. 

There are so many reasons and so many ar 
guments that might be urged in behalf of this 
measure that I hardly know where to begin. |: 
seems to me that our prosperity as a people, ou 
progress in civilization, and our duty to man- 
kind, demand such an amendment of the Consti- 
tution, and that if we evade it we shall be guilty 
of treason to human liberty and human rights. 

The American Revolution of 1776 was the 
great event of the eighteenth century,and in my 
opinion the greatest event of the last eighteen 
hundred years, and one even of more importance 


| than any other that has taken place in the civil- 
ized world. 


It was not because it severed the 
connection of the thirteen colonics with the 
mother country and erected them into an inde- 

endent nation, but because the result of that 

evolution was the establishment of a Govern- 
ment based upon principles not recognized in any 
other in all the history of the past. It was an 
attempt to create political institutions that should 
harmonize in practice with the great cardinal prin- 
ciples of Christianity as taught by Christ and 
His apostles, principles which I believe are yet 
to prevail universally and make their way to te 
dominion of the world. They were new in the 
history of nations, for they taught the duty o! 
protecting the poor and succoring the oppressed, 
and enjoined the deliverance of all men from 
the bondage of body or soul and the education 
and consequent elevation of the race. 

Mr. Speaker, they are well expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence, which affirms that 
all men are created equal and possessed of rights 
which are inalienable; that Governments can right- 
fully exist only with the consent of the governed, 
and that they are established for the protection 
of the humblest as well as the most exalted mem- 
ber of the body-politic, and to secure them in the 
enjoyment of those rights with which God en- 
dowed them when He gave them existence. 

It was a belief in the possibility of such a Gov- 
ernment that caused the American Revolution 
and carried our ancestors successfully through 
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. They had a conviction that these principles | the land when we act in accordance with the pro- 


finally prevail, and their faith sustained 


<a in a most unequal contest till they were 

“s ‘ly victorious, and won for themselves a name 

~) olgee among the nations of the earth. 

. R it the ir trials did not end with the advent of 
vee, and something more must be done if they | 

+ ‘nid secure the political blessings for which | 


ey had sacrificed so much blood and treasure. 
The partial union of the States under the Articles 
Confederation enabled them to achieve their 
fs endence, but the Government it created pos- 
<-esed so little power that it could not provide 
for the payment of the public debt nor command 
ihe respect of the people. It was apparent to all 
that it was necessary to form amore perfect Union | 
andestablish a Government with sufficient powers 
for the emergency which called it into being, | 
and to preserve the liberties and the national in- 
dependence which had been so dearly won. In 
‘his crisis of our history, when wise men knew 
not what to do, George Washington, our great 
ioader in the struggle for independence, who I 
devoutly believe was raised up by God for this 
occasion, called together, for consultation, his 
‘Jlustrious associates in the Revolution,in the hope 
that they might by their united wisdom accom- 
plish what the people so ardently desired. 
’ They assembled in Philadelphia, where Con- 
oress first proclaimed the Declaration of Inde- 
nendence, to devise a way to give force and effect to 
its provisions, and, after months spentin solemn | 
deliberation and discussion, they succeeded in | 
framing a Constitution so perfect in all its parts | 
that it seems almost the work of inspiration. 

The object of this Constitution was admirably 
expressed in its preamble, which declares that— | 

“ We, the people of the United States, in order to forma 
more perfeet Union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defense, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourseives 

nd our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of Amerita.”’ 

Itestablished a national Government, with am- 
le powers for all purposes, and promising every 
blessing to the people; it was approved and 
adopted by them, and thus became the supreme 
lavoftheland. The statesmen and philosophers 
of the Old World admired it; the prosperity of the 
American people for three quarters of a century 
testifies its worth; and weall feel and believe that | 
it is the grandest work of human genius and | 
human wisdom the world has ever known. But | 


while itwas adapted to the condition of the coun- || 
try at that time, the great men who devised it |! 


saw that some change might be necessary in the | 
future, and wisely provided a way for its amend- 

ment so difficult an accidental majority could not | 
effect it, yet easily accomplished when it was 

plainly the wish of the people. Several amend- 

ments have been made already, and no one has | 
questioned their wisdom or doubted their utility. | 
but the one which we propose is more important | 
than any that has been offered in the past or that 
is likely to be presented in the future. Its adop- 
tion is necessary if we wish to carry out the ob- 
jects of the Constitution itself as set forth in the 
preamble, and remove the only cause of discord 
and contention from our midst. We propose to 
insert an article prohibiting slavery throughout 


visions of the Constitution itself, obeying it to 
the very letter? If the southern States are not 
represented it is not our fault, but theirs. Their 
Representatives left these Hails voluntarily, with- 
out any cause whatever, and if we sit here as the 
Congress of the United States in obedience to the 
Constitution and the laws what right have they 


| to complain of our action however it may atfect 


| them? 


Weare told,too,that this is an interference with 


| the rights of the people of the slave States, rights 


| which were solemnly guarantied to them by the 





the Republic; and unless this is done | fear we || 


shall experience greater calamities in the future | 


than we have suffered already. || laws and constitution of the State and the nation 


lam aware that many in this House object to 
this amendment, and I confess I am amazed at 
the opposition to a measure of such vital import- 
anes to our country. Weare told that slavery is 
dead, that the war has destroyed it, and this pro- 
vision in the Constitution is unnecessary; but I do 
not believe it. 

If the rebels should lay down their arms to-day 
and submit to the Constitution and laws of the | 
United States slavery would still exist and con- 
nue to exist increasing in influence and strength 
with each succeeding year until it would plunge 
Us Into greater difficulties than we are involved in 
now. If they believe it is dead why object to 
making it certain, why not render its resurrection 
impossible and set the public mind at rest on this 
question forever? 

was surprised to hear it asserted on this floor 
that we had no right to amend the Constitution | 
in the absence of those who are mainly affected 
by the provision we would adopt. What, sir! | 


Jave we no right to change the organic law of || Christian. 


| in its favor. 


| even upon the States where it now exists. 


Constitution. Sir, whatrights have rebels under 


a Constitution which they have set at naught? | 


What rights under laws they refuse to obey? 
What rights under a Government they declare 
their determination todestroy? Sir, l cannotun- 
derstand the logic of these gentlemen, nor do I 
believe them to be serious in their objection. 

Mr. Speaker, the people demand that this shal! 
be done. ‘There is more unanimity among them 
in favor of this measure than any other on which 
we are called toact. The men of the country 
who are determined to preserve the Constitution 
and the Union, and who are pouring out their 
blood so freely in their defense are everywhere 
in favor of this amendment of the Constitution, 
and intensely anxious to see it adopted by this 
Congress and submitted to the States for their 
approval. 

Gentlemen who sit on this floor as the Repre- 
sentatives of the people will vote as they think 
best, and in accordance, no doubt, with their views 


| of duty, but I believe that those who vote against 


this measure will find it difficult to justify them- 
selves to their constituents, and be compelled to 
relinquish their seats to men of different views 
hereafter. 

Mr. Speaker, what is there in the institution of 


| Slavery as it exists in this country that should 


make us feel so tender and forbearing toward it? 
I cannot imagine a single reason that can be urged 
It isa social, political, and moral 
evil, without a single redeeming feature, and its 
immediate abolition would be the greatest bless- 
ing that could be conferred upon our country or 
The 
laws enacted for its protection are more wicked 
and barbarous than the statutes and decrees of 
ary despotinthe civilized world. It fosters igno- 
rance, inculcates a hatred of the principles of lib- 
erty, and sanctions customs and practices of the 
most revolting character. Before the war broke 
out the principal exports of some of the States 
were human beings, who were daily sold in the 
matkets of the South. The people of Virginia 
have sold menand women enough within the last 


| fifty years, who were born and raised in their 


midst, to pay for all the real estate and personal 


property they were possessed of at the commence- | 


ment ofthe rebellion, It was the business of many 
of them to breed human beings for sale and live 
onthe proceeds,as the farmers of the West live 


and grow rich by raising herds of cattle and driv- | 


ing themto market. What cared they for the suf- 
ferings of families whom they separated, or the 


anguish of those whom they sold from their homes | 


to the planters of the South? It was a trade that 
was sanctioned by public sentiment and the 
churches of the country, and protected by the 


also; and why not, since it was part and parcel 


| of the system and necessary to its existence? If 
| we had prohibited the exportation of slaves from 


Virginia we should have destroyed slavery in, 


that State immediately by making it unprofitable. 
We see then that slavery and the slave trade are 


inseparable, and while we have the one we must 


the other. 

Sir, | do not wonder that some men are unable 
to speak of this organized system of iniquity with 
calmness and composure. Itscruelty and wick- 
edness are enough to fill the soul with horror and 
send reason reeling from her throne. 

We have cailed John Browna fanatic; we have 


said that he was crazy, and | should not wonder | 


if he was. 


He was a man who had a clear per- || 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the cause of it? 


| for a single week. 
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read the word of God; they have no right to any 
reward for their labor; no right to their wives: no 
right to their children; no right to themselves! 
Phe law makes them property and affords them 
no protection, and what are the Christian people 
of this country doing about it?) Nothing at ail! 
Coneress is discussing ansther compromise which 
if adopted will perpetuate this infernal system a 
century longer. Bishopsand doctors of divinity 
are preaching in its favor, the press is rallying to 





| its support, and our great cities, the centers of 


trade and commerce, will not suffer it to be dis- 
turbed; but I cannot endure it any longer, and I 
will utter my protest against it in such a way 
that the world shall hear me if I die the next 
moment.’’? And he did die; but his death woke 
up the nation, and I trust we shall never sleep 
again on this subject till we have swept the last 
vestige of slavery from the land. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Corrroru] who preceded me says slavery 
was not the cause of the rebellion; but I do not 
agree with him. I know the leading men of the 
South had been conspiring against this Govern- 
ment for twenty-five years, and were resolved to 
establish another of a different character alto- 
gether. But what caused this conspiracy against 
the best Government that ever existed? Whatbut 
slavery itself and its influence upon them? It 
taught them to love absolute power, imbued them 
with a hatred of democratic ana and institutions, 
and a love for those social and political distinc- 
tions in society which prevailed in the Govern- 


| ments of the Old World. De Bow, in his Review, 
| the acknowledged organ of southern sentiments, 


affirms that republican institutions are a failure, 
and that an aristocratic form of government is 
the best for any people. ‘True, said he, if you 
have an aristocracy you must have paupers, but 
better have it, notwithstanding. They would de- 
grade the laboring classes to a condition below 
that of the peasantry of Europe and render it 
impossible for them to rise in society. ‘The atro- 
cious sentiment that it was better for society that 
the capitalists of the country should own the 
laborers, whether white or black, found ready 
advocates among them. In the government they 
wished to establish in the place of one founded by 
Washington they would have but two classes, 
masters and slaves. 

Who does not see that civil war was inevitable 
under such circumstances, and that slavery was 
The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania thinks we might have prevented it by adopt- 
ing a conciliatory course toward the South, but 
he offers no evidence in support of the assertion. 
I was here when the rebellion broke out, and ldo 
not believe the adoption of the Crittenden com- 
promise, so called, would have postponed the war 
Southern Senators laughed at 
the idea of being satisfied in such a way. They 
were determined to dissolve the Union and estal- 
lish a separate government in conformity with 
their ideas, and they firmly believed that we 
would allow them todoso. They had asupreme 
contempt for the people of the North, and never 
dreamed of the difficulties in the way or the oppo- 
sition they were to encounter. They had mad: 
up their minds to do as they pleased, and set the 
Government of the United States at defiance. It 
was the last great effort of slavery forthe control 
of this continent, and will end in its annihilation. 
Heaven and earth are arrayed against it, and 
what can save it now? God made the human race 
subject to the law of progress, and all the slave- 
holders of the country and their friends and ad- 
vocates in this House or elsewhere will fail to put 
any brakes on the chariot wheels of Almighty 
God and prevent the onward march of all man- 


| kind toward that liberty and independence which 
'| He has promised them at some period in the far- 


ception of the wickedness of slavery, and was || 


so affected by it that he could think of nothing | 


else. ‘* Here,’’ said he, ‘‘ are millions of human 


beings whom God made and Christ died for, who 
| are robbed of every right by a people professedly 
They are men, but they must not 


off future. 

Mr. Speaker, I regret that any one should be 
found on the floor of either House who would 
propose peace on terms which are degrading to 
every American citizen, and which would destroy 
the Government of the United States. A day or 
two since a resolution was introduced in the Sen- 
ate [by Mr. Davis, of Kentucky] calling upon 
the President to take steps to secure peuce atany 
price, and, if necessary, to consent to the recog- 
nition of the rebel government rather thun con- 
tinue the war. Such an act on our part would 


\| bring upon us the contempt of the whole world 
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ana ine curses of our posterity. If the 


Livcuine 


oor 


South 
in independent nation they would form 
and England, and be ready 
ina fow yoars torenew the war. Let no one sup- 
pose we should be able to live long in peace with 
them, or that a pretext would be wanting on their 


alliances with Franes 


| it fora rupture Z A ‘ onfession of our wability 


to vanquish them would increase their contempt 
for us, and, burning with a desire to avenge their 
fancied wrongs, they would seize the first occa- 
sion to invelye us 1m a war more desolating than 
we are engaged in now. Beyer fight this out now, 
for, come what will, we cannot consent to a disso- 
lution of the Union; that would be the greatest 
calamity that could befall us. 

‘The opponents of the Government who belong 
to the peace-at-any-price party are anxious to 
convince the people that they cannot carry on this 
war much longer because of the expense involved 
in it, and that natignal bankruptcy and financial 
ruin are inevitable. One of my colleagues, who 
lam sorry to say is not a friend of the Adminis- 
tration, fixes the liabilities of the national Govern- 
mentonthe Js tday of July nextat $3 000,000,000. 
‘The people in hi opinion cannot pay the interest 


on this debt much longer; but if he is a friend of 


the Union, as he assures me that he is, | am con- 
fident that be will thank me for showing him 
that he is mistaken. 
the nation at the close of the fiscal year in July 
next will not exceed $1,800,000,000, and should 
the war continue a year longer, it will not reach 
the amount which he asserts isduealready. We 
have ample means for the payment of this debt 
were it much larger than it ever willbe. In 1850 
our national wealth amounted in round numbers 
to $7,000,900,000. In 1860 it had reached the sum 
of $16,000,000,000; and should it continue to in- 
crease in the same ratio for the next forty years 
itwillamount to more than §400,000,000,000, Our 
population will soon be double what it now is, 
and the debt we incur in suppressing the rebel- 
lion will not be large in comparison with our re- 
sources. Our taxes may be burdensome for a 
while, but the people are willing to pay them. 
They know what this Government is worth and 
they will not suffer it to be destroyed. 

hut we are told that we cannot conquer the 
South. Sir, if we do not conquer them they will 
conguerus, One side or the other must be subdued. 
‘There 1s no escaping that result and no peace to 
be had on any other terms. Those who have 
watched the progress of the great commander 
whose army is now thundering at the gates of 
Richmond believe he will be successful, and that 
no matter how bravely the rebels may fight, no 
matter what skill and genius they may display 
in the handling of their armies, no matter a 
despaitr may nerve their arms, their defeat is 
mevitable,and they will have to submit at last to 
the armies of the Union. 

Fresh oops are pouring in from every part of 
the country, and the northwestern States alone 
have furnished one hundred thousand men in the 
last thirty days for the remforcement of our 
armies. 

Ohio tendered thirty-five thousand, and the 
most of them were cae to march as soon as they 


The entire indebtedness of 


were accepted. They were ordered to man the | 
fortsand defenses of the frontier, but when they 


saw our wounded heroes borne back from the 
battle-field they besought the President to order 
them to the front, thatthey too might prove their 
devotion to their country and peril their lives in 
itsdefense. Michigan has furnished more than 


her quota of men for every campaign since the | 


commencement of the war. Thousands of her 
sons have fallen in battle and sleep on southern 
sou, but | trast when the last trumpet sounds 
they will rise under the same flag that waved 
over them when they fell. 

While our armies are fighting our battles the 
people have nominated our worthy President for 


another term, and intend to elect him by an over- | 


whelming majority. They have confidence in 


his patriotism and ability, and laugh at the silly | 


charges of our enemies that he will rob them of 
their liberties and despoil them of their rights. 
They will sustain him in whatever he may do at 
this time for the salvation of the Union. Sir, it 
is not the friends of the Government, not those 
who desire its preservation, nor those who love 


| 
liberty and hate despotism, who complain of the 


; altec 


do. Itis your half-way traitor, the sympathizer 


with treason, who will do all he can in behalf of 
the enemies of the Union and escape conviction 
under the laws. ‘These are the men who are pra- 
ting about tyranny, talking about arbitrary ar- 
rests, and denouncing those who would save the 
country atany hazard whatever. 

Sir, the Constitution confers sufficient power 
upon the President to enable him to put down 


this rebellion, and the people expect he will use | 


it against the enemies of the Republic, whoever 
they may be. 

The able statesman whom we have selected for 
the second place in the people’s gift resides in the 
South; but those who have listened to his denun- 
ciations of treasgn, and who know his hatred of 
slavery, his love of liberty, and his devotion to 
the cause of haman rights, rejoice that he has 
been chosen for a post of such importance, and 
will give him their ents and undivided support. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot magnify the import- 


ance of the issues involved in this conflict for the | 


supremacy of the Government and the integrity 
of the nation. Our cause is that of the whole 


family of man, and every lover of liberty in the | 


Old World is watching the progress of this strug- 
gle with intense solicitude. Never since the Son 


of God expired on Calvary has any event trans- | 


pired upon earth in which every human being is || 


so deeply interested as in the result of this con- | 


test. 
for self-government and settle it forever. 
If this Republic is destroyed no other will rise 


It will settle the question of man’s capacity | 


upon its ruins, but if we are successful other na- | 
| tions will follow our example, till liberty is uni- 


versal. 

Sir, my trust is in the intelligence and patriot- 
ism of the people, and may God help us to pre- 
serve our liberties and institutions, and transmit 
them unimpaired to our posterity. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, occupying the po- 
sition of a new member, without congressional 
experience, I have refrained from participating in 
the discussion of public affairs; but in view of the 


extraordinary assumptions indulged in by lead- | 
ing members of the party in power In arrogating | 


to themselves to be the exclusive Union party, || 


and hurling their anathemas of disloyalty against 
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the war of 1812 and with Mexico; they addey 
large accessions of territory to the national do. 
main; the rights and liberties of citizens w 
protected and defended at home and abroad, o, 
the land and the sea; Government securities wor, 
eagerly sought and commanded a premium 
coin; the people were happy, prosperous, 
contented; the public mind was securely at ; 
in the abiding faith that the experiment of ¢ 
government had proved a success, that they })» 
built upon a rock, and the gates of hell shi 
not prevail against it. 

These, sir, are some of the trophies seatter,« 
along the highway of our national greatness, 


lid 


| quired under the auspices of that party ; 


charged with disloyalty by these newly fledvey 
Unionists. In behalf of my constituency and thy 
Democracy of the country I pronounce the charg, 
a willful, malicious slander, and hurl the imputa- 
tion back in the teeth of the calumniators with 


| merited scorn and indignant contempt. 





the Democratic party, I deem it due to my con- || 


stituency and myself to probe their pretended 
Unionism, to answerand repel the grave calumny. 
Perhaps the radical members from Maryland and 
Ohio (Messrs. Davis and Scuenck} loay been 
the most arrogant in theirassumptions and vitu- 


perative in their aspersions, while smaller craft | 


have followed in their wake. 
As evidence to sustain the slanderous imputa- 
tion, reference is made to certain resolutions of- 


fered in the Legislatures of Ilinoisand otherStates, | 


and votes cast for Democratic nominees for Gov- 
ernor. 


and the views of said candidates for Governor, 


Now, sir, the resolutions of said States, | 


Having said thus much in vindication of t} 
Democracy, suppose we carry the warinto Africa 
and feel the strength of the enemy. And you 
are a Union party, are you? Pray tell us wiien, 
where, and how you got to be a Union party? 
Surely it was not in 1860, when with taunts and 


jeers you sneeringly called us ‘* Union-savers.” 


Many of these latter-day Unionists are from thy 
old Federal stock, lineal descendants from th 
Tories of the Revolution, enemies to the Union, 
the Constitution, and our form of government 
from the beginning. Disciples of the Adams-Ham- 
iltonian-Federal theory, they wanted a stronger, 
more consolidated system; they held it unsafe : 

confer general political powers into the hands of 
the people, they distrusted their capacity to gov- 
ern themselves, and would have modeled our or- 
ganic law more after the British form; but Maidi- 
son, Jefferson, and their compeers thwarted thy i: 
machinations. Since then they have been resi- 
less for a change, everready to coaleste with any 
party or faction to extirpate the Democrati: 
theory and change the form of government; and 
although the names are legion by which this 
Federal scion has been known, they never before 
had the presumption or unblushing impudence to 


| callthemselvesa‘* Union party.”’ They a Union 


party! No, sir; they are the most wily, danger- 
ous enemies the Union has ever encountered; 


| their pretended devotion is only to enable then 
| more effectually to undermine the Government 


and filch from the people their liberties. Juda 
saluted his master with a kiss that he might | 
tray him into the hands of his enemies. It is to 


| be hoped that our Union and Constitution may 


may be submitted tothe severest test of scrutiny, | 


and the most unscrupulous mendacity cannot 
show a word or sentiment which does not breathe 
the purest patriotism and exhibit the most ex- 

devotion to the best interest of the country. 
I profess to have some knowledge of this party, 
having for thirty years been an humble member 
within the pale of its organization, aiding and 
rejoicing in its triumphs, and sorrowing over its 
defeats. A party has never existed more national 
in its principles, conservative in its action, or 


patriotic in its impulses than the old Democratic || 


guard, Sir, it has aclear record and an untar- 


-nished history, which will live in theaffectionsand | 


memories of the people as long as personal liberty 
and free constitutional government shall endure. 
Permit me to call attention to a few significant 
historical facts: the Democratic party made the 
Government, they laid broad and deep its solid 
foundations and built the magnificent superstruc- 
ture. From its organization, with few and short 
exceptions, they have held and governed it. For 
over sixty yearsitexercised its functions. Under 
its auspices and wise legislation we increased from 
three or four millions to over thirty millions of 
population, from thirteen to thirty-four States; 
under the egis of our flag our commerce floated 
upon every sea, honored and respected through- 
out the world, without large armies or navies or 
a national debt to paralyze industry, exhaust the 
substance, or fester in the flesh of the people; 


Executive or feel aggrieved at anything he may |! they carried us safely and triumphantly through | 





survive the deadly embrace and hypocritical kiss 
of these latter-day Judases, who, less scrupulous 
than their prototype who exacted coin as the price 
of innocent blood, are willing to take pay in con- 
tracts, cotton, or greenbacks. 

Sir, this fungus ‘* Union party’’ came into 
power with treason in its heart and perjury upon 
its lips; they took upon themselves a solemn oat) 
to support and maintain the Rederal Constitution, 
and at the same time held and promulgated the 
treasonable doctrine that our form of government 
had proved a failure, and could not endure, al- 
though for over three quarters of a century we 
had lived beneath its wgis, enjoying the blessings 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness such 
as had never fallen to the lot of any other people 
in the world’s history. How could it be expected 
that they would successfully administer a Gov- 


| ernment which in advance they had declared a 


failure? Our revolutionary fathers made it to en- 
dure as long as time should last. They litte 
thought in laying the solid foundations for future 
empire that it would cease to endure and crumbie 
into fragments within the first century. It did en- 
dure, answering all the purposes of a perfect Gov- 
ernment for over eighty years, and in our simp!t- 
city, except for the teachings and practices of (his 
new Union party, we would never have doubted 
its stability or endurance, Thanks to an over- 
ruling Providence and the virtue, patriotism, and 
wisdom of our fathers, it has so far successfully 
endured the assaults of open enemies and the cov- 
ert embrace of pretended friends; it has endured 
and outlived every danger except four years’ rue 
of the party in power, and that is truly hard to 
endure; and although the aspect of our natione! 
affairs looks dark, gloomy, and portentous 0! 
evil, let us never despair of the Republic, but 


nand 


m i 
ve fell 
“twin 
securel 

nrob 
mind re 
cess of 

Thre 
pendin 
vasst d 

The 
the wa 
tuuions 
tion or 

The 
sisters 
recogn 
and d 
navige 

The 
arms! 
yenulo 


adjust 


exhal 
suom 
tion, 
Lh 
my | 
in W 
wise 
temp 
publ 
there 
fice ¢ 
ceasi 
secu 
the | 
eral 
T 
orni 
tain 
poli 
if ne 
arat 
inde 
mor 
con! 
bor 
ings 
wal 
ma 
bei 
the 
rey 
end 
ind 
ile 
Re 
nN | 
tio 
ort 
elu 
the 
arn 
Int 


an 
U; 


an 








rf fore 
nce to 
Inion 
nger- 
ered; 


the ni 


tior 
1 the 
ment 
», al- 
7 we 
sings 
such 
ople 
eted 
TOV- 
ed a 
»en- 
little 
jture 
noble 
len- 
7OV- 
pli 
this 
hte d 
Vver- 
and 
ully 
cOv- 
ured 
rule 
d to 
onal 
s of 
but 





ee 


onraze and still hope that we may weather 
 etorm of fanaticism and passion, and live and 
6o overcome and consign to the grave of 
sw a" amidst the exultant shouts of a disen- 
thralled people, its last, most dangerous, insidious 
enemy. : . ; 
In the present exigency of our nationataffairs, 
the practical, important question which should 
wmand the thoughtful and dispassionate consid- 
eration of the country is how it is to be extricated 


( it 


THE CONGRE 





from its present sad, humiliating condition; how | 


fell spirits of secession and abolitionism, 


« rwin relics of barbarism’”’ and discord, may be | 


eecurely and effectually buried with the national 


nrobation inacommon grave, and ‘the public | 


mind rest secure in the belief that they are in pro- 
cece of ultimate extinction.” 
Three alternatives, looking to a solution of 


nending difficulties, are being considered and can- | 


vassed by the ee 
The first look no 
the war, involving the overthrow of State insti- 


s to a continued prosecution of | 


tutions and governments, and the entire subjuga- | 


tion or extermination of the insurgents. 


The second contemplates “letting the wayward | 


sisters go in peace,’’ division of the country and 
recognition of their independence, with offensive 
and defensive treaty stipulations and the free 
navigation of the Mississippi. 

The third and lastalternative is by means of an 
armistice to cease hostilities, call a national con- 
vention, with a view of amicably settling and 
adjusting all our differences upon the basis of the 
Constitution as it is and the Union as it was. 

Perhaps neither of these plans are exempt from 
objection, but if they are the only alternatives 


leftus we should manfully face the difficulties, | 


calmly and dispassionately canvass them, and se- 
lect the least objectionable. History and ourown 
sad experience should admonish us that war, 
especially a civil war, is a fearful calamity, and 
should be accepted only for the most imperative 


considerations, after all hope of honorable, peace- || 


ful adjustment had failed. 


is never justifiable; by no means. After the 


Ido not hold that war | 


exhaustion of all peaceful remedies, as the last | 


ternative, with all its train of evils, rather than 
submit to national dishonor, insult, or disintegra- 
tion, we should accept the arbitrament of arms. 

I have no hesitation in saying, however, that in 
my judgment the sanguinary fratricidal conflict 
in which our country ts now involved might by 
wise and prudential means on the part of those 
temporarily charged with the administration of 


public affairs have been honorably avoided; that | 


there has been a wanton and unnecessary sacri- 


fice of blood and treasure, and that the war should | 


cease whenever and just as soon as peace can be 
secured, with a disintegrated Government, and 
the constitutional rights and powers of the Fed- 
eral and State Governments unimpaired. 

The second alternative of separation and rec- 
ognition has been espoused and plausibly sus- 
tained by leading politicians and journals of both 
political parties; but there are to my mind serious 


if not insuperable objections to the proposed sep- | 


aration. A treaty based upon recognition and 


independence would,*I fear, amount to nothing 
more enduring than a truce; that the sanguinary 


conflict would be renewed along our extended | 


borders aggravated and intensified by heart-burn- 
ings and animosities until protracted, exhausting 
wars would lead to foreign alliance. I hope we 
may never be subjected to the humiliation of 


being vassals and dependents to the despotisms of | 


the Old World. Separation affords no adequate 
remedy for existing evils. There is not room 
enough on the North American continent for two 
independent Governments. Give me rather the 
gilded hope ofmy youthful fancy, an ocean-bound 
tepublic, with the adjacent islands shining stars 
In the effulgent galaxy of the national constella- 
tion, each harmoniously moving in its appropriate 
orbit around their common center. Hence I con- 
claude that the best interests of both sections and 
the whole country require that we should now 
end forever abandon all thought of despoiling our 
inheritance and jeopardizing our libertits by the 
suicidal policy of disintegration. 





lhis brings me to the consideration of the third | 


and last alternative, to wit, peace and a restored 
U nion by means of mutual concessions and a fair 
and just compromise. This, | am frank to say, 

regard with more favor than either of the pre- 


| 


ceding alternatives. It at once affords a full so- 
lution of all our differences in the spirit and upon 
the basis of the original compact. It has the ap- 
proving sanction of precedents, and the high au- 
thority of the distinguished patriots and states- 
men whose places we unworthily fill. It has the 
advantage of a continued and perpetuated union 
of the States by consent and not by force. Itstops 
any further sacrifice of the lives of our brave men, 
and the accumulation of nationaldebt. Itis more 
in harmony with the sublime teachings of our 
divine Master, who said, ** Blessed are the peace- 
makers.”’ It will place us beyond the contingency 
of danger from foreign intervention or molesta- 
tion. It is, sir, the true remedy, the infallible 
specific for the ills by which we are encompasséd. 
It is the road our fathers trod; let us **keep step 
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to the music of the Union,’’ and follow in their | 


footsteps. Perhaps the inquiry may be suggested, 
how are we to attain so desirable aresult? Lam 
wedded to no specific plan; if there is a will a 
way willreadily be found. Permit me, however, 


to suggest that we first agree upon an armistice, || 


then send commissioners to meet on the 4th of 


July at Mount Vernon, around the grave of | 
Washington, when the soul-stirring inspiration 


of the day, the grandeur of the place, and the 
solemnity of the occasion would still and subdue 
every selfish ambition and unholy emotion, and 


| rekindle a spirit of patriotism and love of country 


in the hearts of devenerate sons. Let the com- 
migsioners fix upon a time and place for holding 
a national convention to finally settle and adjust 
in a spirit of fairness and mutual concession all 
our differences; then unite and consolidate the 
national forces, North and South,into one grand 
invincible army of the Republic, and vindicate 
the honor and insulted dignity of the nation by 


reaffirming the inviolability of the Monroe doc- | 


trine, reinstating free institutions wherever foreign 
despots have intervened for their overthrow on 
this continent. 


Jutam Tasked, ** Suppose all efforts to compro- | 


mise fail, what do you then propose?’’ Thisisim- 
possible; itmust not, cannotbe. 1 will not suffer 
myselfto raise the curtain and contemplate the dim 
vista lying beyond all hopes of settlement. ‘This 
unnatural, cruel conflict is sustained and procrasti- 
nated by passion, prejudice, and hatred. Patriot- 
ism, nationality, self-interest, civilization, human- 
ity, and Christianity all prompt a settlement. 
Political fanaticism, like allother virulent conta- 
gious diseases to which frail humanity is subject, 


will run its course. If the patientsurvive, reason | 
will be restored, it may be with a shattered and | 
broken constitution, with heavy unliquidated lia- | 
bilities, with a mere skeleton of former greatness | 


and power’ but still the patient lives. 


e are now passing the crucible, the fiery or- || 


deal of this malignant disease; the hectic flush 
mantles the cheek, the pulse beats quick and 
wiry, but there are still hopes, by a change of 
doctors and treatment, and careful nursing, the 
patient may survive. Ifl had power to reach the 
mind and touch the heart of the nation, | would 
beseech my countrymen everywhere, North and 
South, to stay their hands and cease this self-de- 
struction before it be forever too late. 
sist in destroying the best form of governmentever 
devised by the wisdom, virtue, and patriotism of 
man? 
constitutional liberty? The despots of the Old 
World have no love for our free institutions and 
democratic form of government; they have marked 
with a jealous eye our growing greatness and 


| power; they are pleased with the manner in which 


we are executing a job for them which they dare 
not undertake themselves. If we continue to 
gratify them by procrastinating our civil war un- 


| til our armies are destroyed and our finances col- 
lapse, they will be ready to grasp the exhausted 
' giant by the throat, and furnish Maximilians to 


rule over us. I would implore the country to 


tions. Save the country though political parties 
crumble into atoms like a rope of sand. 
not suffer this mental aberration, this quasi insan- 
ity to run on until the epitaph of suicide is in- 
scribed on the national monument. 

These suggestions in favor ofan amicable adjust- 
ment will not be likely to meet the approbation 


Why per- | 


Why blot out the world’s last hope of free | 


pause and reflect; this question of self-preserva- | 
| tion, of maintaining our liberties and free institu- 
tions, rises infinitely above all party considera- 


emust | 


|; each other’s hands’’ for the overthrow o 
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to overthrow the instituuions of their States. 


ington or Richmond. ‘The first would peril the 
nation with its thirty mulhon Anglo-Saxons for 
the supposed benefit of three er four milion Af 
rican slaves; they would extirpate slavery at 
whatever cost or sacrifice of blood and treasure; 
they would brush Federal and State constitutions 
out of their way like cobwebs; they wouid over- 
run and subjugate the South and exterminate the 
people, they would encourage servile insurrec 

uuon, and arm the slave against his master; they 
would make war on and starve non-combatants, 
women and children; they would devastate and 
desolate the land with fire and sword and make ut 
a howling wilderness; confiscate real and personal 
property; place the negro as to civil and political 
rights on an equality with the whites; execute or 
banish the rebel leaders; exclude all others en 

gaged in the rebellion from the rights of ciuzens; 
place the freed negroes under the control of the 
Secretary of War, to be worked and managed by 
Government overseers; keep the people in sub 

jection by means of a standing army, and to ru! 
and govern the country by civil and military ofli 

cers appointed by the President. Now Isubmiu 
whether a war prosecuted for such purposes and 
in such a manner can reasonably be expected to 
terminate short of extermination ? 

On the other hand, the rebel leaders and cal- 
inet at Richmond would prosecute the war to dis- 
integrate the Union, subvert the Constitution, and 
de stroy the Government, under the metaphysical 
sophistry that a State has the constitutional rig! 
to secede from the Union. This subtle theory 
cannot be sustained. It isa reproach to the wis- 
dom and sagacity of the patriotic statesmen who 
molded and fashioned our organic law to suppose 
a State could at will secede and destroy the whole 
system. Again, they say they will continue to 
wage this war because a party is in power pledved 
Sup- 
pose it be admitted. ‘They aided in bringing 
about the result, and are therefore particeps crim 
inis. Let them remember the schism they caused 
in the Democratic party at Charleston and Balt 
more, and the encouragement they gave to John- 
son, Dickinson, Butier, and others of their tools 
and allies, to defeat the election of the Democratic 
nominee and thereby aid the election of the party 





| in power; they should be quiescent at a result to 


which they contributed. If there is a sectional 
party in power hostile to their institutions they 


| so willed it; they said they preferred Lincoln to 
| Douglas, and got their choice; itis to be hoped 


they are satisfied, and will be satiated with his 
Administration; | think the North is already 
Now, while these two war parties would con- 
tinue its prosecution for entirely dissimilar pur- 
poses, they concur in saying that there is no other 
alternative but to fight on. Itcannot be possible 
we are in any such extremity. If the politicians 
had been out of the way the people would have 
settied our difficulties long ago. But unfortu 
nately for the peace of the country, the political 
caldron in its effervescence had spawned to thr 
surface a brood of political tricksters and fanat- 
ical demagogues; the scum rose to the top, and 
floated into positions of honor and trust; without 
capacity or patriotism to parry the threatened 
danger, they recklessly involved the country in 
civil war. 

These wiseacres tell us that peace is a myth 
not to be thought of, that we must fight on, ki! 
and slaughter, give up the last man and the last 
dollar; that the country must meekly and silently 
submit to having our gallant young men, the 


flower and hope of the country, pitted against 


each other in deadly combat, and glory in tie 
slaughter. ‘The greedy Moloch of sectionalisn 
is not satiated, thoonah dripping with the blood 
fresh from the hecatomb of hundreds of thousands 
of human sacrifices offered upon its crimsoned 
altars. And still aconfiding people are told there 
is no other way, no alternative left but to figlit 
on,andon,andon. How long, O God! how long 
is this bleeding, dying peuple to be deceived and 
duped by political quacks and speculators in the 
suffering and life’s blood of the nation? Llow 
long are the bulls and edicts emanating from Richi- 
mond and Washington to be potential to coerce 
the free people of this country to sacrifice the 
lives at their behest? In the parlance of the 
sportsman, they skillfully and adroitly et into 
t 


je con 


of the cabinets or their special adherents at Wash- || stituuonal rights and liberties of the people; thera 
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is © most singularly marked coincidence in their 
views in relation to public policy. They agree 
that written constitutions and the solemn obliga- 
tions of oaths have but little binding weight in 
war. The freedom of speech and the 
press has been stricken down. The people’s 
writ of habeas corpus has been suspended, and its 
right denied to the citizen. ‘The judicial ermine 
hus been invaded, judges forcibly dragged from 
their courtsand imprisoned for judicial decisions. 
The elective franchise has been abridged, and the 


time of 


voters driven from the polls at the point of the 
bayonet. Martial law has been declared over 
districts of country not in rebeilion, and the mili- 
tary pi iced above the civil authorities. H'ree 
ciuzens, not belonging to the military or naval 
service, have been arrested without process, tried, 
and sentenced by drum-head courts-martial with- 
out counsel or jury, and exiled or incarcerated in 
military bastiles. ‘These gross and flagrant in- 
fractions upon the liberties and clearly-defined 
constitutional riglits of the people have been un- 
blushingly perpetrated under the free institutions 
of the United States, in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, under the despotic plea of muili- 
tary necessity. O degenerate, subjugated sons 
of a glorious ancestry, whose cheek does not 
tinge and mantle with shame at the humiliating 
reflection? 

Now, I submit to the House and the country 
whether the people had not better dispense with 
-he services of officials who in the brief space of 
three years have reduced the country to its pres- 
ent humiliating condition. Power was tempora- 
rily placed in their hands to administer the Gov- 
ernment, not to subvert it, or wrest from the 
people their liberties. They are the servants of 
the people to execute their will, not their masters 
to lord it over and oppress them; let them take 
due and timely notice and govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. They contemplate, no doubt, by means 
of the purse and the sword and the vast patronage 
which they wield, to disregard the will of the 
people and perpetuate their power. If they suc- 
ceed in establishing themselves in power by such 
means, the liberties of the country are irretriev- 
ably lost. Itistime that the people were aroused 
to the magnitude and importance of the issues 
involved in the approaching contest. 

For the purpose of rescuing the Government 
from their hands, preserving the Constitution, and 
maintaining the Union and the liberties of the 
people, let us for the time being, if need be, ig- 


nore party names and alliances, and unite with | 


Union-loving, conservative men everywhere, to 
preserve and transmit as a precious boon the leg- | 
acy of free government. ‘The honest, confiding 


masses should not be deceived or lulled into false | 


security; the greedy swarms of Federa! officers, 
contractors, and placemen, who are hoarding 
their ill-gotten wealth at the expense of the toil 
and sweat of the laborer, will be active and un- 
scrupulous. I fear they have selfish, ambitious, 
traitorous designs upon the liberties of the coun- 
try. 

By rejecting all propositions looking to a peace- 
ful adjustment they have involved the country 
in the most terrible, gigantic civil war the world 
has ever witnessed. ‘he Douglas, Crittenden, 
Kellogg, and border State propositions were all 
rejected, 
South offered to accept the Crittenden compro- 
mise as a finality, if tendered in good faith by the | 
party in power. When the peace congress was | 
im session in this city, fearing that they might be 
thwarted in their cherished design of precipita- 
ting the country in civil war, they wrote and tel- 
egraphed to the Governors of the States, ** Send 
us stiff-backed men or none;’’ ** Ohio, Indiana, 
and Rhode Island are caving in, and there is some 
danger of Illinois;’’ “* For God’s sake come to the 
rescue and save the Republican party from rup- 
ture;’’ ** Withouta little blood-letting the country 
will not be worth a curse.’’ 
most clearly that they were opposed to compro- | 
mise, and were willing to involve the country in | 
war to save the Republican party from “ rup- 
ture.’’ 

As further evidence of their premeditated de- | 
signs to have war, | submit the testimony of 
Judge Douglas. He said: 

‘The South would take my proposition If the Repub- | 
licans would agree to it.” “ Many of the Republican lead 
ers desire a dissolution of the Union, and urge war asa | 


The leading representative men of the 


rebuke of the country the gross iniquity and dark | 


Now, this shows || 
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means of accomplishing disunion.”? “We have now || could no longer extort from the farmer of the We«, 
: ' 
reached a point where a compromise on the basis of mu- | 


tual concessions or disunion and war are inevitable. 
preter a fair and just compromise.”? 


And again, on February 2, 1861, he said: 


|} 


| 


rhey are striving to break up the Union underthe pre- | 


tense of unbounded devotion to it. They are struggling to 


overthrow the Constitution while professing undying at- 
tachment to it and a willingness to make any sacrifice to 
maintain it. They are trying to plunge the country into 
civil war as the surest means of destroying the Union, upon 
the plea of enforcing the laws ard protecting the public 
property. If they can defeat every kind of adjustment or 
compromise by which the points at issue may be satisfac- 
torily settled, and keep up the irritation so as to induce the 
border States to follow the cotton States, they will feel 
certain of the accomplishment of their ultimate design. 

* Nothing will gratify them so much or contribute so 
sifcessfully to their success as the secession of Tennessee 
and the border States. 
the Union increases the relative power of northern aboli 
tionists to defeat a satisfactory adjustment, and to bring on 
a war, which, sooner or later, must end in final separation 
and recognition of the independence of the two contending 
sections. 


This, Mr. Chairman, is a true and faithful ex- 


Every State that withdraws from | 


half the value of his production for trangpo,:,. 
tion to market. This war has been a godseyq , 
monopolists, peculators, shoddy contractors, G - 
ernment thieves, and public plunderers gene.) 
ly; they are amassing princely fortunes, ro F 
in wealth, re veling in their ill-gotten gains: y 
may set them down for the war; they * wi|| 
to the last dollar and to the last man.” T),,, 
Shylocks will hold mortgages in the shape of Guy. 
ernment bonds on the property and industry 
the country; a bill of sale on the sweat and 
of honest labor for unborn generations. 
Mr. Speaker, it is not marvelous that Noy 
England is forthe war. By means of her railrog, 
monopolies, fishing bounties, and high tariffs gs}, 
impoverishes the balance of the country, and i: 
wealth flows into the lap of her pampered aris. 


| tocracy; she, as a matter of course, favorsa yjv. 


| orous prosecution of the war. 


position of the animus of the party in power, || 
drawn by a master hand; may it give them ‘* the || 
power to see themselves as others see them.” | 
‘They refused to permit the people to be heard || 


upon the question of compromise, for fear they 
would decide in favor of peace and thereby 
thwart their cherished schemes of war and dis- 
union. By reference to the Journals of the House 
of January 7, 1860, it will be seen that Mr. Clem- 


Did you ev 
; er 
know the universal Yankee nation to let up with 


| their hands to the elbows in the pockets of the 


people? The history of this peculiar people fy 
nishes no such example; they are still true to 
their nature and theirinstincts. Perhaps I shou|; 
notice the oft-repeated charge from the other side 


r 
I- 


| of the House that the Democratic party are hos. 


ens proposed to submit the Crittenden compro- | 


rise toa vote of the people for adoption or re- 
jection; (see resolutions offered by him;) this 
proposition they rejected by a party vote, many 
of the honorable members over the way, includ- 
ing the honorable Speaker, voting against it. 


This refusal to permit the people to be heard on || 


the question of peace or war shows a premedi- 
tated intention to precipitate the country in civil 
war. And since they have succeeded in inaugur- 


ating their treasonable machinations against the | 


liberties of the country nothing so rouses the irre- 


pressible ire of these disunionists per se as to men- | 
tion PEACE; they dread it as the devil does holy 


water. With swaggering, blubbering gasconade 
they vociferate traitor, copperhead,disloyal. ‘This 
stop-thief cry of criminals lacks the merit of origi- 
nality. 
their tracks by charging upon others the foul and 
infamous treason under which their own seared 
and lacerated consciences are writhing. But the 


transparent trick, the gauzy texture will not con- | 


ceal from the searching scrutiny and withering 


perfidy of their crimes. The people, indignant 
at the imbecility and treachery of those charged 
with the administration of the Government, are 
being aroused to impending danger. The rum- 
bling ground-swell from the disabused masses is 
heard in the dim distance; its audible mutterings 


fall like the sound of a death-knell upon the ears | 
The ‘* wolves | 


of the guilty plotters of treason. 
in sheep’s clothing”? will be disrobed, and their 
naked deformity exposed to the indignant scrutiny 
of a deceived and outraged people, so that © they 
may be known and read of allmen.’’ Theirday 
of reckoning is drawing near. In the midst of 


their public plunder, bloody carnival and baccha- | 


nalian revelings their hearts quake, knees tremble, 
and cheeks blanch as they read the handwriting 
on the wall, ‘*’Thou art weighed in the balance 
and found wanting.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, the sad, humiliating spectacle is 
presented to the country of its liberties being cru- 
cified and put to an ignominious death in the house 
of its pretended friends. ‘They insist on giving 
the last dollar and the last man, but exhibit pru- 
dential caution that their dollar is the last one 
taken, and they the last mento go. They donot 
want the southern States in the Union, conse- 
quently take care to prosecute the war in such a 
manner and for such purposes as to prevent their 
return; its continuance is their political capital 
stock, aud they would procrastinate it as long as 
they can hold the offices, get fat contracts, and 
speculate in the blood and suffering of the coun- 
try. When the war is stopped there will be 
$2,000,000 per day less tax for the people to pay; 
consequently, minus that amount to lavish among 


They would divert attention and cover | 


tile to the soldiers. No aspersion could be more 
groundless or ungenerous. Itis true they sougit 
and advised peace rather than to have the country 
scourged with a devastating civil war; they would 
that this bitter cup might have passed, and the 
country not be compelled to drink it to its bitter 
dregs; but when their counsels were rejected and 
the conflict upon us there was no factious Oppo- 
sition interposed to the party in power trying 
their plan; money and men were voted without 
stint; Democrats vied with Republicans in filling 
the ranks until the first call of seventy-five thou- 
sand has swelled to over two million, a full half 
from the Democratic party. Such is the case i; 
my own State, which has always been ahead of 
all calls. It is true there is a deficit from the Re- 
publican districts; but they have been more tha: 
filled by the excess from ours, and in case of 
emergency they caneasily ‘* stamp flamin 
from the earth’’ to fill up their quotas. 
When the tocsin of war was sounded the py 

ple rallied around the flag of the country unde 
the assurance that it was necessary to presery 


& Piss 
& alist 


| the Government, and that it was to be prosecuted 
| to enforce the Jaws and suppress the rebellion, 


and not to interfere with or overthrow the ins 


|, tutions or independence of the States. Iam frank 


to say I did not rely upon these assurances, bu 
have no fault to find with those having more fait! 
than myself who deemed it their duty to enter tle 
service, and cheerfully award to them the meed 


| of patriotic self-sacrificing devotion to what they 








the fawning minions of power, the peculation, || 


fraud, and plunder of the public Treasury would 
have to cease; the Mississippi river would be 
opened to navigation; the railroad monopolies 


| 
! 


deemed the best interest of the country, and they 
are justly entitled to our respect, sympathy, and 
support; recognizing to its fullestextent this duty 
and obligation, | have uniformly voted supplies, 
increase of pay, and pensions for our soldiers. 
But, sir, when and in what way have the party 
in power exhibited their kind regard for the wel- 
fare of our soldiers? Is it in the reckless and 
wanton sacrifice of their-lives to the Moloc! 
of abolition? Is it in their fanatical, radica 
measures which have obliterated the Union sent- 
ment of the South and united their people agains’ 
us? Is it by colonizing the North with the de- 
graded Africans from the South, so that tlie so:- 
dier on returning home will have to work by i's 


| side, and compete with him for place and pay? |s 
| it by placing the corp d’4frique upon an equality 


with them in the ranks, and thereby humiliatog 
their pride and wounding their honor? If thei 
love for the soldier had been anything more than 
hollow-hearted pretense why did they remain |! 
session over five months without reporting a bi! 
to increase their pay? They knew thatsince our 
soldiers left home the expense of living had greatly 
increased; that their families had to pay doubie 
the ordinary price for the necessaries of life; hut 
labor at home was commanding from a dollar ane 
a quarter to three dollars per day. Why, the, 
should the soldier be expected to endure the bard 
ships and dangers incident to war for less com- 
pensation than his services would command * 
home? These exclusive friends of the soldier 
have reduced his rations, and in their munificen! 
generosity and fullness of heart have actually !'- 
creased his pay ten cents per day, up, up to 
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iieal sum of fifty-three and a third cents a || have had civil wars, and the time has come for 








This lavish increase of ten cents will en- 
chem, if judiciously expended, to purchase 
oe ouarter to one third of a yard of calico 
domestic to clothe their families at home, 


wn 


for such luxuries as tea and coffee, they || 


not to be thought of; “rye coffee is good 


ugh if the negroes can be free.’’ 

Unfortunately for this side of the House, our 
le no-party Speaker has failed, inad vert- 
, doubt, to assign us any such position on 

eesas would enable us to exercise any con- 

wer influence for the benefitof the soldier or the 

u y. [believe the only chairman awarded us is 
-vaton mileage, over Which my distinguished col- 
wrue, (Mr. RoBINSON, | honored With six years’ 
vrressional experience, presides. 
fa] for small favors in our humble sphere, at the 
tail end of committees, we have done the best we 
ald. Early in the session, at my instance, a 
resolution was adopted directing the Military 

Committee to inquire into the expediency of in- 

creasing the pay of our officers and soldiers, but 

their attention has been so exclusively engrossed 

») miscegenation projects for the benefit of **Amer- 
ean citizens of African descent’? that little time 

left to devote to the secondary interests of 

mere white soldiers. Becoming impatient after 
waiting several months for a report, I offered an- 
other resolution instructing the committee to re- 
port a bill at an early day increasing the pay of 


ficers and soldiers at least thirty-three per cent. 


al 
y! 


was 


But thank- || 





| years longer. 


ours. Sir, inan evil hour these counsels pre- 
vailed. Stull they hesitated to startle the country 
by fully showing their purposes. In ninety days, 
with seventy-five thousand men, the job was to 
be completed and the breakfast spell over. We 


| have now reached the fourth year of the war, 


and they modestly ask us to extend the time that 
they may continue to ‘‘peg away” for four 
Two millions of our young men, 
the hope and flower of the country, have gone 
into the service; two hundred and fifty thousand 
lives have been sacrificed; as many more with shat- 
tered and broken constitutions and with maimed 


and mutilated persons still linger in our midst, 
| objects of the nation’s bounty andsympathy. A 


his presented a dilemma; if it passed a bill would | 


pave to be reported; if they voted it down it would 
lisclose to the soldiers and the country their hy- 
ocrisy. In their extremity they brought to the 
rescue the fertile resources and parliamentary skill 


of the distinguished member from Pennsylvania, | 


Mr. Stevens;] in a crisis he is their reliance to 
furnish brains. He arose and gravely announced 
a desire to debate the resolution; this, under the 
rules, passes it over without a vote; a complacent 
smile passes over their anxious countenances at 
the success of their tactician. 

Speaker has never yet been able to reach the res- 
ol 1u0n 
luced their bill to reduce the rations and increase 
the soldier’s pay ten cents per day, I appealed to 
the chairman to permit an amendment to be 
made inserting twenty dollars in lieu of sixteen 
dollars per month; this he peremptorily refused, 
but demanded, and the House sustained, the pre- 
vious question, thereby cutting off allamendments 
and debate. Again, when the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the military bill was under 
discussion, | moved to recommit the bill with in- 
structions to report it back with an increase of 


pay to the soldier of at least twenty dollars per | 


month. ‘This proposition, at the instance of a 


member of the committee, [Mr. Farnsworrtn,] 
was ruled by the Speaker to be out of order. 

I submit, Mr. Speaker, the above facts that the 
country may determine who are the true friends 
of the soldier, They may wellask to be delivered 
from such friends. 

Honorable members over the way tell us they 
have been doing a nice thing for the soldiers by 
the bill of this session in dividing and parceling 
out between them and the negroes the plantations 
of the South, and granting them homesteads by 
robbing other people of the fruits of their labor 
and converting them to their own use. I think 
they have greatly mistaken and underrated the 
character and pluck of our citizen soldiers if they 
Suppose they entered the service for purposes of 
pillage and plunder; they are not homeless free- 
»vooters to be seduced from the paths of honor 
by “beauty and booty;” they left homes ac- 
quired by honest industry, and domestic associ- 
‘Uons more endearing and tempting than the 
Steal-yourself-a-home, negro-equality doctrine 
tendered by the perty in power. Hence I con- 
clude that these loud-mouthed professions of love 
‘or the soldier and the Union are off of the same 
Piece, slack-twisted, badly wove, and not large 
*nough to cover their nakedness. The patent 
‘ruth is they are not for the Constitution or the 

‘nion, but,wishing to subvert them, oppose peace 
nae. wari they say that a little blood-letting 
_ realth ul for the body-politic; that the tree of 
‘verty must be watered with the blood of her 
ae that there is no remission for sins but 
»y (he shedding of blood; that we must cry havoc 
snd let shp the dogs of war; that all great nations 


The honorable | 


When the Military Committee intro- | 








fearful responsibility rests upon the guilty au- 
thors of this suffering and sacrifice of life. The 
full measure of just punishment would be too 
terrible. May neither their daily meditations nor 
nightly visions be haunted by sepulchral spec- 
ters of departed spirits. 
**Thou canst not say I did it: never shake 
Thy gory locks atme.” 

Mr. Speaker, the life of the nation is in immi- 
nent peril; the agonizing throes and death-rattle 
admonish us of approaching dissolution; but 
while there is life there is stillhope. As the ship- 
wrecked mariner seizes with dying hope to the 
last floating spar, so let the people rally around 
and cling to the Constitution as the sheet-anchor 
of our hope. ‘Their duties and responsibilities 
are fearfully great and cannot be ignored. They 


| owe it to their sires, the wives of their bosoms, 


the innocent prattlers that dandle upon their knees, 
to unborn generations, and to their own man- 
hood, to preserve free government and transmit 
constitutional liberty as the most invaluable leg- 
acy. ‘The Federal Constitution with all its limit- 
ations and just balances must be maintained; the 
reserved rights of the States and the people pro- 
tected; the union of the States must be preserved 
and perpetuated; the personal rights and liberties 


| of the citizen must be upheld and defended; free 


speech, a free press, and a free ballot, cannot be 
surrendered by a free people; these inalienable, 


| clearly-defined, expressly guarantied constitu- 


tional rights, invaluable to freemen, formidable 
only to tyrants, must be protected, maintained, 
and defended from any and every assault, from 


| whatever source or under whatever pretext made, 


by every lawful means, peaceably if they can, but 
forcibly if they must. To slavishly surrender 
their priceless liberties would show them to be 


| craven-hearted cowards unworthy to enjoy them. 


The State of Illinois has furnished from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred thousand of her 
brave sons to suppress treason in front, and could, 
if necessary, duplicate the number, and still has 
left a Democratic reserve of one hundred and fifty 
thousand home guardsof true, reliable men, who 
have never bowed the knee to Baal, able and 
willing, if it should become necessary, to protect 
and defend the constitutional rights and liberties 
of the people against any fire in the rear by home 
traitors. 

One of the most humiliating reflections which 
forces itself upon the,country is its barrenness of 
able statesmen. The national councils are filled, 
with but few exceptions, (which, of course, in- 
cludes this Congress, ) with men woefully dwarfed 
in intellectand patriotism, the scum that rises and 
floats to the surface during the simmering blub- 
bering of the political caldron. 

In view of this patent deficiency there was an 
aptness and pertinence in the supplication recently 


offered up with great unction and pathos by the | 


Chaplain of the Senate, which is said to run as 
follows: ‘*O Lord, give us more brains we beseech 
Thee; more brains, Lord, more brains. Thou 
knowest our destitution and need of more brains.”’ 
The President should without delay, by procla- 
mation, make the matter of ‘*more brains’”’ a 
special subject of prayer. Surprise has been man- 
ifested in some quarters at the House selecting as 
their spiritual teacher a Chaplain who repudiates 
the evangelical Trinity and denies the divinity 
of our Saviour, but bear in mind we live in a pro- 
gressiveage. By the new standard of orthodoxy 
supplications for war and negro equality super- 
sede the gospel of peace; the elastic consciences 
of the party in power are not to be hampered by 
the obsolete old-fogy doctrines of the old Consti- 
tution and the old Bible. 
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taste of indulging in crimination and recrimina- 
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Ata time like the present the utility or good 


tion may be seriously questioned. Itcanscarcely 
be sanctioned in the way of retaliation, but to 
refrain under such provocation would have sub- 
jected the meekness of Moses toa severe test. 
Now, permit me to suggest that party and per- 


sonal asperities be dropped, and we apply our- 
selves to the hizher and nobler objects of saving 
the country. With this purpose in view, will 
honorable members over the way consent for the 
time being, at least, to abjure the partisan and 
assume the stature of statesmen? It requires an 
effort on your part to sever party ties and breast 
the dashing waves of fanaticism: there is more 
ignoble ease in floating with the rubbish in the 
current, and pandering to the passion and preju- 
dice of the hour. You have distinguished prece- 
dents for breasting the tide, by resisting popular 
passion and sectional fanaticism. In 1850 our 
argus-eyed statesmen descried in the dim distance 
a small dark spot, no larger than a man’s hand, 
lowering over our political horizon, gathering in 
volume and blackness; they snuffed the danger in 
the tainted breeze. Schold Kentucky’s gifted 
orator and distinguished statesman as he lenves 
again the endearments of home and enters the 
arena of his former glory. For four decades his 
clarion voice had been the talismanic wand that 
| stirred into quicker pulsations and thrilled the 
national heart; crowded, spell-bound Senates 
hung in wonder upon his words, entranced and 
electrified by the magic inspiration of his burning 
eloquence. He had retired from the stormy tur- 
moil of political strife toenjoy coveted quiet amid 
the ambrosial shades of his own beloved Ashland. 
At the call of an imperiled country his stooping 
form becomes erect, his dim eye brightens. He 
again enters the Senate; party spirit and strife is 
hushed into silence. By common consent he is 
awarded the distinction of chairman of the con- 
ference committee of thirteen, composed in equal 
proportions of the distinguished men of both par- 
| ties. For months they labored, vying with each 
other to avert the gathering storm, and sustaining 
their venerable chairman. 
Illinois’ favorite statesman, the lamented Doug- 





|| las, exhibited in a remarkable degree the moral 


rreatness and heroism to stem the tide and breast 
the dashing waves of fanaticism as its angry bil- 
lows beat around the old ship of State, threatening 
to ingulf the hopes of the nation within its yawn- 
ing vortex. For his action in sustaining the com- 
| mittee he was denounced, persecuted, and vilified, 
but with the bitterest acrimony at hisown home 
in Chicago; here the city council and elergy openly 
arrayed themselves against the measures of pact- 
fication adopted by Congress, and the popular 
| frenzy was so great that he said he could travel 
through that part of the country by the light of 
| his own burning effigies. Nor was Massachu- 
| setts’ illustrious statesman exempt from the ma- 
lignant obloquy of the viperous tongue for at- 
| tempting to stay and roll back the flowing tde of 
| political fanaticism engendered in the hot-house 
| ofabolitionism in his own State; when he returned 
to his constituents from the Congress in which he 
had taken so conspicuous a part in sustaining the 
| compromise measures of 1550, his action was so 
|| obnoxious to the vitiated sectional sentiments that 
|| he could not have been elected a justice of the peace 
|| in any township in Massachusetts; he sought to 
vindicate his course before his constituents, but 
they tried to stifle and suppress freedom of speech. 
The city authorities of Boston, to their shame and 
| reproach be it spoken, refused to permit him to 
speak in Faneuil Hall; its doors were shut against 
\| the defender of the Constitution, the man who 
| had done more than any other to give aname and 
character to New England. Oh, shame on the 
| base ingratitude, the dark perfidy, the bitter ma- 
| lignity of sectional fanaticism ! ‘The great Web- 
| ster never loomed up in such grand and godlike 
| proportions; excluded from liberty’s consecrated 
|| halls, the people assemble in Boston common, and 
'| there, beneath the azure arch and starry canopy 
| of heaven, he bares his frosted locks and mas- 
| sive brow to the free rustling breezes; the pure 
| water gushes from the smitten rock in terse An- 
| glo-Saxon words, thatshould be written in letters 
of gold, appealing to the fanaticism of New Eng- 
land to learn to subdue their passions. 
These truly great men could soar above passion 
and prejudice and sever the iron shackles of party. 





neem 


2000) 


lu 1552, through the national conventions of the 
' t ’ rs tified wm d 
VO vieca j ‘ il . jntry ratiiled an 
NM rsed ni measures Of ]500 asa 
hindity 
Mr. Chairman, may we not learn wisdom by 
the examples and experience of the past? | would 


implore honorable members to abjure party for 
the paramount interest « f our common country, 
and respectfully commend to their favorable con- 


i ’ 
aderation t 


ilustrious examples as eminently 
worthy of their noblest and mostexalted aspira- 


tions. ‘Their names and memories will live green 
ind fresh 1m the hearts of the people, revered and 


venerated by the friends of personal and consti- 
itional liberty throughout the world, while the 
fomenters of civil war, the bloodthirsty Marats 
and Robesserres, like their prototypes, will be a 
proach and hissing, a byword and stench in 
the nostrils of honest men. 
This side of the Llouse is powerless to give re- 
lief Lo our bleeding,dying country. Its destinies 


for weal or woe, with all its glorious memories of 


the past and precious hopes of the future, hang 
tremblingly in the balance in yourhands. Will 
you save us our liberties, and preserve us our 
blood-boughtinheritance ? ‘This boon we demand 
at your bands; we demand it in behalf of thirty 
million free-born Anglo-Saxons, whose throb- 
bing hearts implore and wistful eyes are anxious- 
ly turned toward this capital. ‘This youcan still 
do. Will you do it? We do not expect you to 
relieve us from the burdens of the $3,000,000,000 
of national debt created by this war; this is not 
Mm your power You cannot expiate for nor 
breathe new life into the two hundred and fifty 
thousand brave men wantonly sacrificed, I fear, by 
your war policy. You cannot restore them to 
their stricken and disconsolate friends, nor fill 
the aching void that palls these bereft and deso- 
late hearthstones. You cannot close the gaping 
wounds nor ease the piercing agony of a hundred 
thousand brave men languishing on the field and 
in the hospitals. You cannot bind up the broken 
heart nor stay the gushing tear of the inconsola- 
ble widow. You cannot meliorate the piteous 
condition, soothe the plaintive wail, nor hush the 
unbid sob of the moaning, heart-stricken orphan. 
These things you cantot do. But you can yet 
give us back a frec, independent judiciary, the 


fatal their measures the more reckless their exper- 
W hat a series ot Promises 
The act of i 
and more than supply the expenses of the war. 


Yet it only impoverished the Treasury by hosts 


mnents. and failures! 


‘onfiscation was to terrify the South 
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of new officers, and swelled the ranks of the rebel 


army. 

The proclamation of the President emancipa- 
ting the slaves alike of the loyal and disloyal in 
ten States of the South was to strike an irresiat- 
ible blow. The promise was fulfilled, but the 
blow fell upon us, and its effect was to unite a 
divided South and divide the public opinion of the 
North. But the arming of the African would 


create an irresistible army eager to redress the 


servitude of ages; but it only deepened and em- 
bittered, if it were possible, the contest; confirmed 
the Wavering in their disloyalty, and exhausted 
the public Treasury; withdrew the negro from 
effective labor in your service, and has failed to 
add the tithe of a hair to the effective force of your 
army. Your petsystem of finance would sustain 
the public cntol for indefinite years; and if, at the 
command of Hamilton, dead public credit rose to 


se 

the only power that will lead us back into , 
path of safety. 

The fanaticism of the North and the mad 
and treason of the South have controlled the py). 
lic mind buta few years. ‘The fall of the o 
statesmen of the last generation was seized y 
as a favored moment for the reign of faction, 
its reign has been terrible, intensified by al| ,) 
fanaticism could suggest and ambition inspiy 
and fearful, sir, as is now the condition of , 
prostrate country, | cannot yet believe, sir, ; 
these mad clements are destined to totally over. 
throw this once noble Republic. I cannot | 
lieve, sir, that four years of pitiless and destry.. 
tive war, terrible as it is, will destroy the stro 
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| foundations of this Republic; the fiery rage 


fanaticism must burn itself to cinders. 


Am iti 


| must expose its base aspirations to its deluded 


followers. The youth and vigor and intellige,, 

of the American people must sooner or later as. 
sert their power for humanity and justice and 
peace. Four years of anarchy and ruin canyot 
obliterate the memory and tradition of ages. |; 


| fortunately the Constitution shall be left unin. 


its feet, Secretary Chase was to accomplish more; | 


yeteven now the system totters to its fall. Capital 
riots in excessive gains; the wealth of the coun- 
try rapidly centralizes, and labor already feels the 
weight of oppression. Over the united judg- 
ment of your opponents, and in the favoritism of 
wealth you ingrafted the principle of commuta- 
tion in the act for the conscription of citizens in 
the Army, and after certain States of the East 
have obtained its benefits you propose its repeal. 
The measure wasa crime or a mistake in the be- 
ginning, but its repeal would excite a just and an 
indignant resistance, it may be even to violence, 
because its enactment and ultimate repeal would 


create an unendurable inequality in the burdens 


of the war between the States of the East and 


i the West. 


But why enumerate? What measure of this 
Administration has failed to be fatal? Every 
step in your prograss has beena mistake. I use 
the mildesttermofcensure. While you leave the 


| fundamental principles of the Republic unchanged 


. 5 il 
writ of habeas corpus, a free ballot, free speech, | 


and a free press. 
tion of our tathers, with all its sacred memories 
and cherished associations; though tornand rent 
and perverted as it has been, we love it still; strong 
arms will uphold and warm hearts cluster and 
nestle around it, 
Union of our fathers, without a star erased or 
stricken from the bright galaxy of its effulgent 
constellation, with the old flag of our fathers with 


all its ample folds still foating proudly in triumph 
above us. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
to occupy the attention of the House at this late 
moment, but I desire to present briefly my views 
on the pending question, This bill, having passed 
the Senate by a constitutional majority, only 
awaits the approval of this House. It proposes 
to introduce into the political contest of the pres- 
ent year a measure of great public concern. It 
presents the question, shall the Constitution of 
the United States be amended? In view, sir, of 
the present condition of the country, no graver 
question has ever challenged the attention of the 
dere Congress. 


|| cept, indeed, by recent usurpation. 
| amendments made by the men who formed the | 


Give us Lack as it was the old | 


The merits of the amend- | 


Give us back the old Constitu- || 


we may submit, buthow can we consent that the 


has remained untouched and unchanged. Not one 
of the vital principles has ever been impaired ex- 
The twelve 


| Constitution were adopted in the same spirit that 


presided over their original counsels, were but | 
stronger guarantees against the Federal power; | 


stronger guarantees of the domestic sovereignty 
of the States, and gave such perfection to the noble 
instrument that for sixty years it has commanded 


_ the veneration of the American people and excited 


Mr. Speaker, Lam reluctant || 
| this period the eloquence of the wisest and purest | 
statesmen has been exhausted in impressing its ex- | 


the admiration of the world; and through all of || 


cellence and the duty of maintaining it on the suc- 
cessive generations ofthe American people. And 


|| how have the people illustrated in this desperate 


ment are of comparatively litte moment. The |) 


more serious question is, shall the Constitution 
be amended at all? Are the times propitious for 
the consideration of such aquestion? Isita time 
toweaken in the public mind, already in a state of 


revolution, the authority of established principles 


by innovation and change? 1 cannot butexpress 
my earnest regret that this new element of discord 
has been forced upon the country. Of all of the 
measures of this disastrous Administration, each 
i its turn producing new calamities, this attempt 
to tamper with the Constitution threatens the 


| that you preach. 


contest their devotion to this Constitution! It has 
inspired a heroism the most exalted, an enthusi- 
asm as fervid and self-denying as religious faith. 
it has called into the field a countless army of 


| ciizens, and sanctified the grave of every hero who 


has fallen in its defense. It is this instrument 
and its sacred power over the public mind that 
you would impair. Itis a partof the new gospel 
Your deity condemns with a 
fanatic voice all that is sacred and venerable, and 


a filial remembrance of our fathers and an imita- | 


tion of their example in their duty to God and 
their country become impiety and treason. 
The mariner whose gallant vessel is driven by 


|| the storm onan inhospitable coast looks out with 


most permanent injury. I speak, sir, withoutref- | 


erence to the merits of the amendment. If it 
were ever 80 wise in the abstract the present con- 
dition of the country would demand its postpone- 
ment. The bitter experience of three years and 
a half of uninterrupted misfortune ought to have 


eager solicitude to catch the warnings of the bea- 
con's light. If the firm rock on which the beacon 


| stands can resistthe rage of the elements, he may 


outride the tempest, but if the beacon light is 
overwhelmed, the gallant ship is left to the mercy 
of the storm, and must perish. The Constitu- 


| tion, the serene light of the past, with all of the 


taught the Republican party the fallibility of their || 
judgment, fatality of their policyy but the more || ples, refuting the mad fanaticism of the hour, is 


sacred memories of the past ages clustering 
around it, sanctified by tradition and history, is 
the only power under God that can save this Re- 
public. Its serene wisdom, its sublime princi- 


paired, and in a favored moment under a wiser 
administration of our affairs it shall be broug) 
forward as presenting the basis and conditions of 
reunion poh of peace, who shall say, sir, that this 
monument of the wisdom of our fathers, this go!- 
emn guarantee of equity and justice, wiil not re- 
unite the bleeding fragments of the Republic? [/, 
sir, this Union is ever restored, it must and w; 

be under this Constitution. If under the prompt- 


_ ings of vengeance or passion, or instigated by the 


fierce fanaticism of the hour you amend this ( 
stitution, you render desperate the attempt to re- 
store the Union. The subjugation of armies w 
not avail; you must obtain the voluntary submis- 


| sion of the people. They may submit, L have ever 


believed they would submit to the old Govern- 
ment of their fathers. If you change that Goy- 


| ernment by constitutional amendment, what hoj. 


have you in the light of human experience of a 


| voluntary submission? 


| 
| 
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To submit to the Constitution would be to sub- 
mit to a Government once revered by them as by 


| us;tosubmittoa Constitution remodeled by your- 

ephemeral politicans of the hour shall assume the || 
task of revising the grand work of the grand old | 
master workmen? For sixty yearsthe Constitution | 


selves is submission, not to a common Constitu- 
tion, but to you. It would be madness to over- 
look the pride of character that pervades and 
controls every part of the American people. If 
you amend the Constitution simply to render it 
hostile to the institutions of the South, you w 
not restore the Union. However fortunate y 
may be, subjugation is all that is left, and subja- 
gation implies astanding army, a military repub- 
lic, vaulting ambition, despotism. But in this 
march of events, with the sanctity of the old Con- 
stitution impaired and weakened in the public 
mind by innovation, what disintegration will oc- 
cur, what frightful chasms will open, through that 
broad country now loyal to the Constitution. 5 
all the experience of history warns us against this 
suicidal act. All changes in the fundamental prin- 
ciples of government are perilous. A wise states- 
man will never attempt them except upon t! 
most deliberate consideration, and then only when 
imperatively demanded and the danger more than 
counterbalanced by the manifest benefits. Chi- 
rondas, the Locrian legislator, enacted that he 
who proposed a change in the laws of the repub- 
lic should do so in the midst of the people with 
a rope around his neck; thatif the change lie pro- 
osed should be rejected he should be instantly 
anes and for two hundred years Locria was 
prosperous republic. ‘The rash temerity that 
would seize upon the moment of a nation’s weak- 
ness to change the principles of government \ 
gratify the insane passions of the hour would 


| lightly punished by the Locrian law. This prop- 


osition is brought forward as a measure of war. 
I wellremember, sir,when, on the 27th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1861, a proposition to submit an ametii- 
ment of the Constitution to a direct vote of ti 
whole people was brought before this House, & 
measure of peace, When it was manifest that ho 
other measure would disarm the ambitious con- 
spirators of the South by quieting the appreher 
sions of the southern people. I referto the Crit- 
tenden compromise. It was brought forward as 
a compromise. It was to be submitted to the vole 
of the whole people. It was the belief of its ve" 


erable author that it would prevent civil war. i 
was brought before this House by a distinguish: 
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